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MAYOR PROCTOR REINSTATES MASK ORDER FOR
DESOTO BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
Effective Saturday, April 10, Mayor Rachel L. Proctor
renewed the previous Executive Order that instructs
anyone visiting DeSoto Town Center or other Cityowned facilities or outdoor space, to continue to follow
safety protocols by wearing a mask.
Mayor Proctor issued the Executive Order to protect
the safety and welfare of DeSoto residents and workers
to mitigate the spread of SARS-CoV2 which causes the
disease known as COVID-19. The virus that causes the
2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) is easily
transmitted through person-to-person contact,
especially in group settings, and it is essential that the
spread of the virus be slowed to safeguard public
health and safety.
The Order requires all individuals to wear a face covering when visiting any City of
DeSoto building or facility. A COVID-19 mitigation plan must be provided to City
officials prior to events of more than ten (10) people at City parks or on City grounds.
This Order also limits capacity for City of DeSoto buildings and facilities to 50% of
their listed occupancy. The renewed Order takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on April 10, 2021
and will continue until rescinded, superseded, or amended. Let's work together to
continue to protect the most vulnerable members of our DeSoto community.
The Order issued by Mayor Proctor also details consequences for individuals not
abiding by the face mask requirement. First-time violators will be issued a verbal or
written warning and anyone not wearing a mask can be denied entry to City facilities.
There are exceptions allowed under the mask order. As before, persons with medical
conditions or disabilities that prevent masks are exempt, as well as children younger
than the age of 2, people consuming food or drinks, persons in their office maintaining
a safe distance, and persons giving a speech for a broadcast are also exempt. To view
Mayor Proctor's Oder, please visit: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION & EARLY VOTING
DATES
To the Registered Voters of the City of DeSoto, Texas:
A General Election is hereby ordered to be held on May 1, 2021 to
elect:
Councilmember Place 6
Councilmember Place 7
Early Voting and Election Day voting will be conducted at Disciple
Central Community Church (Youth Room) located at 901 North
Polk Street, Suite 101, DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to the Early Voting Clerk: Michael
Scarpello, Dallas County Elections Administrator 1520 Round Table Drive, Dallas, Texas
75247. Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than the close of
business on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by common or contract carrier but does not
have a postmark or delivery receipt must be received by the early voting clerk by
7:00 pm on Election Day.
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VOTING CONTINUED
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by mail or common or contract carrier from
within the United States and is postmarked or accompanied by a delivery receipt
showing the voter submitted the ballot for delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day must
arrive by 5:00 pm on the next business day after Election Day.
A ballot that is hand delivered must be received by the early voting clerk by 7:00 pm
on Election Day. A ballot that is mailed from overseas and is postmarked or
accompanied by a delivery receipt showing the voter submitted the ballot for
delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day must arrive by 5:00 pm on the 5th day after
Election Day (or the next business day after the 5th day after Election Day, if the 5th
day falls on a weekend or holiday).
If you are faxing or emailing your Application for Ballot by Mail, please note: The original
application (hard copy) MUST ALSO BE submitted by mail and be received by Dallas
County Elections Department no later than the fourth (4th) business day after the fax
and/or email (scanned application must contain voter’s original signature) was received.

A DISCUSSION WITH RETIRING LIBRARY DIRECTOR
KERRY MCGEATH

DeSoto's Economic Recovery Advisory Task Force (ERAFT) senior broadcast outreach
team devoted its 30-minute Thursday morning segment to the retirement of DeSoto
Library Director Kerry McGeath. During this discussion, Communications Manager Matt
Smith discussed the impact Kerry has made and the extensive services DeSoto Library
currently
offers.
You
can
view
this
discussion
on
demand
at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/523198089070087
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DESOTO PUBLIC SAFETY TOWN HALL TO ALSO
ADDRESS RECENT STREET RACING AND
INTERSECTION TAKEOVERS
On Monday, April 12, DeSoto Police Department will host a virtual Public Safety Town
Hall at 6:00 pm. Police Chief Joe Costa, will discuss DeSoto crime statistics, 2020 Year in
Review, the newly formed C.A.R.E. Team, Citizens Police Advisory Committee and tactics
to address the growing concern of street racing and intersection takeovers. What are
intersection takeovers?
Intersection Takeovers can involve up to hundreds of cars and occupants arriving in a
coordinated fashion at a pre-identified intersection, parking in a manner that blocks the
thoroughfare and conducting exhibitions of speed and other dangerous car tactics. The
most popular maneuver is the circular skidding known as "drifting." These events are
highly disruptive, dangerous, and can even be deadly.

Chief Costa and the DeSoto Police Department are working to deploy tactics to mitigate
and deter this behavior. Historically, takeovers take place during late night hours.
DeSoto PD continues to work through partnerships with neighboring cities to develop
the best strategies to combat street racing and takeovers. Please do not miss Monday's
virtual Public Safety Town Hall. The meeting will be broadcast live on the City of DeSoto
website at www.desototexas.gov, Cable Channel 16 (Spectrum), Channel 99 (Uverse) and
Facbebook
Live.
Link
to
webinar
(Passcode
163028):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84320529631?
pwd=SkVwMG9NR1lFaGdpd3U5cW5JaHR4QT09
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DESOTO EMERGENCY RENTAL & WATER UTILITY
BILLING ASSISTANCE STILL AVAILABLE
The City of DeSoto, in partnership with
The MINT Foundation, is offering
residents financially impacted by
COVID-19
two
temporary
relief
programs: the Emergency Rental
Assistance Program (TERAP) and the
Utility Assistance Program. Both
programs provide up to six months of
financial assistance. Applications will be
accepted online and in-person at The
MINT Foundation, 1604 Falcon Drive.
Residents who would like assistance
with
submitting
documentation,
navigating Zoom Grants, or who have
questions about income eligibility
requirements can make an appointment
to work with a dedicated Case Manager
at The MINT Foundation.
Residents in need of water billing help, can still apply under the City's Utility Billing
Assistance Program. The City of Desoto received $249,000 in CDBG-CV funding from
HUD to operate an emergency relief program. This program provides up to six months,
or $1,000 of coverage that can be applied to delinquent water utility accounts.
Payments will cover water, sewer, garbage, and drainage fees.
Residents interested in applying to either the rental or utility assistance program will
need to apply directly through The MINT Foundation by calling (972) 224-7200 or
visiting in person at 1604 Falcon Drive, DeSoto, TX 75115. The online application can be
viewed here: https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?donorid=2367&rfpid=3370
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse hours are from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Saturday.
COVID-19 testing continues at Mosely Park. Hours of operation for this site are from
12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Sunday through Friday, with a turnaround time for testing results
within 24 hours. As of this week, there have been a total of 5,883 COVID-19 cases
reported in DeSoto during the span of the pandemic affecting 3,469 residences.
FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
The department made 207 emergency calls for service this week including 127
emergency medical calls and 80 fire/rescue and 1 structure fire call. Four members of
the department are on State Mission Assignment through the Texas Intrastate Fire
Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS) to assist State-sponsored vaccination efforts.
VACCINATION PROGRAM FOR HOMEBOUND SENIORS
DeSoto Fire Department will resume vaccinating DeSoto homebound seniors starting
Monday, April 12 and Thursday, April 15. Residents interested in the Homebound Senior
Vaccination Program should contact Fire Administration at (972) 230-9680.

TWO NEW COVID-19 VACCINATION LOCATIONS
DeSoto residents in need of a COVID-19
vaccination can visit Ellis Davis Field House
Monday through Saturday during the hours of 11:00
am to 4:00 pm. No appointment is necessary, and
participants can stay in their vehicle throughout
the entire process.
On Wednesday, April 14, DeSoto ISD and Methodist
Health System will host a COVID-19 Vaccination
Clinic. The site can accommodate up to 100
administrations per hour. The event will be held at
DeSoto High School's Freshman Campus Gym 620
S. Westmoreland Road, DeSoto, Texas 75115.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
KEEP DESOTO CLEAN EVENT - TRASH PICKUP DAY HIGHLIGHTS
On Saturday, March 27, the Parks &
Recreation Department hosted the Keep
DeSoto Clean Trash Pickup Day! The event
was a success and consisted of over 200
citizen-volunteers who spent 3 hours
picking up trash throughout the community.
In total, volunteers were able to pick up over
100 bags of waste, tires, kitchen sinks, and
various construction materials. Check out
the YouTube video to view photos of the
event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1_AC8tC3e68

UPCOMMING EVENT - MAY 1, 2021

K104'S MICHAEL SHAWN RELAPSE
AGAIN VIDEO NOW ON YOUTUBE

The Premiere has had over 900 views on
YouTube and has received positive
performance reviews. If you missed the
Michael Shawn Relapse Again show, no
worries! DeSoto residents can watch this
inspiring story at any time on the City of
DeSoto's
YouTube
channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/desotoci
ty
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DESOTO HR AND FIRE DEPARTMENT RENOVATIONS
The City of DeSoto is accepting bids of best
value for the services of a qualified vendor for
the renovation of the existing Human Resource
Department and Fire Department areas of the
City of DeSoto Municipal Town Center. The
Work of Project is defined by the Contract
Documents and consists of the following: The
interior renovation to an existing space to
include select demolition, new construction, and
renovations to the existing space.

RENOVATION TIMELINE
April 15 - April 16, 2021 | Site visits must be made by scheduled appointment in
advance
by
contacting
Trivinio
Posley,
Facilities
Manager
at
tposley@desototexas.gov or (972) 849-7130, and may be scheduled between the
hours of 9:00 am and 12:00 pm.
April 19, 2021 | A virtual Pre-bid Conference will be held on at 1:30 pm.
May 4, 2021 | City's Purchasing Department will accept sealed bids until 5:00 pm.
May 2021 | Staff will present selected bid to Council at the second meeting in May.
June 2021 | Staff anticipate construction to begin.

M/WBE & LOCAL BUSINESS VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
The Best Southwest Cities (Lancaster, Cedar Hill, Duncanville, and DeSoto) have
partnered to host another virtual Minority/Women-owned Business Enterprise
(M/WBE) and Local Vendor Workshop.
The virtual workshop will take place on Thursday, April 22 at 6:00 pm. Workshop
participants will learn how to do business with each city and get valuable information
about upcoming procurement opportunities. The M/WBE workshop is free, open to
the public, and conducted virtually using Zoom. Registration is required. Click here:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5yV7zXV2S3WMMXHqxFHrUw
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DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
ANNOUNCED ON TWO DIFFERENT PLATFORMS
On Wednesday, April 7, DeSoto's Down Payment Assistance Program was presented in
two unique formats. The first included introducing the program on a podcast hosted by
Keller Williams Best Southwest, a networking event open to real estate professionals
known as Wisdom Wednesdays. Robert Joiner, JQUAD Planning Group and consultant
for the City of DeSoto's Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG),
announced the opening of the City's Down Payment Assistance Program (DPAP). During
the podcast, Robert discussed DPAP guidelines and general qualifications for DeSoto
applicants. Real estate professionals then had an opportunity to ask questions and
provide feedback. Real estate agents in attendance expressed excitement and are willing
to spread the word and offer the program to potential clients.

Later that day on April 7, City staff hosted a DPAP webinar featuring panelists with JQUAD
Planning Group and BCL of Texas. Topics covered during the webinar included program
guidelines, maximum home sales price, homebuyer courses, and credit counseling
services offered through BCL of Texas. The virtual webinar had 70 attendees on Zoom and
446 unique viewers and an estimated reach of 1,008 individuals on Facebook Live! Anyone
who missed the virtual webinar can view the full video and download the presentation and
new
brochure
on
the
Down
Payment
Assistance
webpage:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/2029/Down-Payment-Assistance-Program
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
MEETING

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

12

PUBLIC SAFETY TOWN
HALL MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

12

VETERAN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

13

19

PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM
TOPICAL WORK SESSION
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM

13
20

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 PM

26

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORP. BOARD MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

11

NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

April New Hires
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