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Construction Connection
DeSoto ISD Vocational Electrical
Engineering Class Studies
Signal Light Structure
to see an onsite signal cabinet.

Four students and their
Instructors from DeSoto ISD
Vocational Electrical Engineering Class got hands on training
on Thursday, April 21st. They
spent the morning with Brad
Russell, Traffic Signal Sr. Field
Technician, Level III. The class
is studying Signal Light Structure.
Their first stop was at
the Service Center where they
were able to learn how to read
the schematics of actual work-

ing signals, and check out the
Signal Testing Cabinet.
Brad

showed them how he can reset signal lights, change the
timing on how long the lights
stay red, yellow, or green, see
when a signal is not cycling
correctly, and test parts to
make sure they are working
correctly. After asking many
questions, they boarded their
bus and went to the corner of
Polk and Centre Park Boulveard

The instructors, Mrs.
Harris and Mr. Moore and students Michael Green, Donovan
Bays, Demetrius Jones, and
Jazmyn Mitchell, expressed
their thanks and appreciation

to Brad for teaching them how
an actual signal works. The
students will take back to class
their new knowledge and apply
what they learned to create
their own Signal Board.
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Spring Time Can Mean
Severe Weather
Sleeping, working, playing baseball, celebrating a graduation, the people
most as risk in any severe weather situation are those who are not aware of
the threat! Simply put: you must know in order to act!
Once aware of an impending threat, you can take action to
protect yourself, your family and friends, your pets, and
sometimes even your property if time allows. Numerous
types of warning systems exist, each with its own strengths
and weaknesses.
OUTDOOR WARNING SYSTEMS: When it comes to severe weather, outdoor warning systems have one purpose and one purpose only...to alert people who are outdoors that something dangerous is happening and they should
seek shelter immediately. The City of DeSoto has procedures in place to give
its citizens as much warning as possible when severe weather threatens. The
City’s Fire Chief is the Emergency Management Coordinator. He and the Assistant Fire Chief receive text messages on their cell phones from the Emergency Weather Service
(NOAA) when storm watches are being issued. In the City’s EOC (Emergency Operations Center)
there is a GR-level 3 radar system from NOAA, and local weather station radar for tracking
storms. The City also partners with local ham radio groups as storm spotters.
The warning sirens are sounded when there are extremely high straight
winds, rotation in clouds, or sightings of an actual tornado on the ground.
When you hear the sirens, please take immediate
cover!
INDOOR WARNING SYSTEMS: The primary indoor warning tool is NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards.
Like a smoke detector, NOAA Weather Radio waits in a standby mode until
a warning is issued. When the National Weather Service issues a warning,
NOAA Weather Radios in businesses and households throughout the threat
area automatically sound an alarm and broadcast the warning, allowing people to take the appropriate actions. 95% of the US population is covered by NOAA Weather Radio. Learn more by going to www.weather.gov/nwr. There are also portable models for use outdoors or when traveling.
THE BOTTOM LINE: Living in the most severe weather prone country in the world, your best

defense is to be both prepared and informed. Know the local warning systems; invest in a NOAA
Weather Radio; Stay informed; Take action - indoors or out!
REMEMBER: When severe weather threatens, stay tuned to your local weather stations on
TV or the radio. The City of DeSoto uses an Outdoor Emergency Warning System, that cannot always be heard inside your home. This system is tested on the first Wednesday of each month at
2:00 PM. Please call the City of DeSoto if you have any questions. 972.230.9600.
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