Week of March 30th,
through April 3rd, 2009

The Best Southwest Cities Work Together to
Bring in the American Veteran’s Traveling
Tribute and Vietnam Memorial Wall Replica
to Grimes Park, April 15th—20th
380 feet long…………..58,253
names………..5 days to remember
The cities of DeSoto, Duncanville, Cedar
Hill and Lancaster are extremely proud
to host the “Cost Of Freedom” American
Veterans Traveling Tribute at DeSoto’s
Grimes Park - April 15th through the
20th. The centerpiece of this exhibit,
which honors the sacrifice of all
veterans since World War II, is an 80%
replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in
Washington D.C. The Traveling Wall
contains 100% of the names of those
who made the ultimate sacrifice.
More than a hundred volunteers from
the Best Southwest cities are working
tirelessly to bring this special exhibit to
our area. They are providing veterans
who may not be able to travel to
Washington D.C. to see the permanent memorial, a chance to attend, respect and
remember. It is also a chance for healing.
The American Veterans Traveling Tribute also pays tribute to those killed in the global war
on terror, including 911, Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom as well as World War II.
This exhibit offers our communities the opportunity to come together to HONOR,RESPECT
and REMEMBER all who have sacrificed their lives for our country's freedom.
The City of DeSoto and DeSoto Chamber of Commerce would like to personally invite you
and your family to join us at the wall April 16th through the 20th. It will be on display at
Grimes Park, 500 E. Centre Park Blvd. 24 hours a day and there’s no charge.

Week of March 30th,
through April 3rd, 2009

We are also planning a very special tribute as the Wall arrives. On Tuesday, April 15th,
members of the Patriot Guard, a motocycle escort made up of more than 200 veterans, will
provide the “parade” the retuning Vietnam vets never got.
The Patriot Guard will escort the wall beginning at Duncanville High School at
approximately 10 am on April 15th and continue through Duncanville along Cedar Ridge to
Cedar Hill High School. After a short recognition at each school it will continue to Belt Line
Road and on to DeSoto High School and Lancaster High School, eventually making its way
west on Pleasant Run Road and north on Hampton Road to Centre Park Blvd. and Grimes
Park. The planning committee is encouraging families and businesses all along the route
to cheer the wall on as it passes.
Throughout the course of the Wall exhibit, ceremonies are planned involving local veterans
and veterans’ groups. It is during this time when some of the most raw, powerful human
emotions surface as family, friends and brothers-in-arms face the ones they came to
honor, and recognize the tremendous contribution made by each of them to preserve our
precious freedom.
We hope you’ll join the City of DeSoto on Thursday, April 16th at noon for the Opening
Ceremonies for the exhibit. They will start with an Air Force Fly-over at exactly 12 noon
and continue with posting of the colors by the DeSoto High School ROTC. U. S.
Congresswoman, Eddie Bernice Johnson will be on hand to open the exhibit and we will
honor all POWs and Gold Star Mothers will a wreath laying ceremony. (See the attached
daily schedule.)
The cities of DeSoto, Duncanville,
Lancaster and Cedar Hill invite you to
view the American Veterans Traveling
Tribute and Vietnam Memorial Wall
Replica at DeSoto’s Grimes Park daily
beginning April 16th through the 20th.
For more information call 972 2309648 or visit website for the American
Veterans Traveling Tribute at
www.avtt.org.
Remember, a veteran is someone who,
at one point in his life, wrote a blank
check made payable to “America” for
an amount of up to and including his
life.
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City and School District Will Recognize the
DeSoto High School Boys Basketball Team
for Winning the 5A State Championship
with a Parade, Sat. April 4th at 9 a.m.
The parade to honor the DHS Boys Basketball Team winning the 5A State Championship
will be Saturday, April 4 at 9 a.m. Line-up will take place at 8:30 a.m. on the southwest
corner of Belt Line and Hampton next door to Dominos Pizza. The parade will travel north
on Hampton turning east on Pleasant Run, and into the DeSoto Town Center.
Once the parade arrives at Town Center it will end with a Pep Rally in the courtyard area
outside the Civic Center from 9:30 to 10 am. In case of bad weather, the parade will
be cancelled and we will do the Pep Rally in the DeSoto High School Gym at 9:30
a.m.
Make plans to come out on Saturday, April 4th to cheer our boys and congratulate them on
their accomplishment. For more information, please call Beth Trimble at DeSoto ISD
Administration, 972 230-9666.

CDC to Host Candidate Forum
On Saturday, April 4th at 10 a.m., Concerned DeSoto Citizens will host a Candidate Forum
in the City Council Chambers at DeSoto City Hall. The public is invited to attend this forum
to meet the candidates who are running for open places on the DeSoto City Council and
DeSoto Independent School District Board of Trustees. The forum will also be broadcast
live on the city’s government access cable channel 16 for Time Warner subscribers.

Bring Your Kids to DeSoto’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Sat., April 11th at noon at the DeSoto Civic Center
Join the Easter bunny and the Parks & Leisure Services Staff for our annual Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 11, 2009 at noon in the courtyard area in front of the DeSoto Civic
Center at Town Center. Kids will be separated into two groups, aged 3 and under and ages
4 to 7. Admission is free, bring your Easter basket. For more information, please call the
Special Events Coordinator at 972.230.9650.
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