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DESOTO ANNOUNCES STAGE 2 WATER
RESTRICTIONS
WATER USAGE FOR RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES
RESTRICTED
Nearly two months of drought conditions, high temperatures, and multiple fire
suppression events have resulted in record-level water usage in DeSoto. City
officials are declaring the immediate activation of Stage 2 restrictions under the
City’s Drought Contingency Plan to ensure safety and ongoing water service.
Stage 2 restrictions include mandatory reductions in residential and business
irrigation systems as well as additional restrictions.
“In order to keep our residents and businesses safe and to ensure that all have
essential water services, the City of DeSoto has enacted the next stage of our
Drought Contingency Plan. The immediate goal is to reduce the current higher
demand so that we can return our water supply back to safe and sufficient
volumes to get us through the remainder of the drought,” said DeSoto’s Deputy
City Manager Isom Cameron.
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DESOTO ANNOUNCES STAGE 2 WATER
RESTRICTIONS, CONTINUED…
DeSoto Water customers using automatic irrigation systems or hose-end
sprinklers outdoors to water their lawns and landscaped areas will be limited
during Stage 2 to watering once every five (5) days between 5:00 a.m. and 9:00
a.m. and between 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. Permitted days will be based on the last
digit of their street address. The following watering schedule shows which days
watering will be allowed depending on the last digit of their street address.

Apartments, office building complexes, or other properties containing multiple
addresses will be identified by the lowest address number. If there aren’t any
numbers, the City of DeSoto will assign them.
Residents are permitted to water their lawns and landscaping with a handheld
hose, watering container, or a drip system (IE: Soaker Hose) without penalty;
however, the City requests that reasonable efforts are made to curtail nonessential usage.
The City is also directing residents and businesses to immediately discontinue
non-essential water usage outside of irrigation. This will prohibit all restaurants
from serving water to customers except by request.
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DESOTO ANNOUNCES STAGE 2 WATER
RESTRICTIONS, CONTINUED…
Residential hand-washing of cars or other vehicles is prohibited except on
designated watering days between the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., and 7:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. In those cases, residents would need to use a hand-held bucket
or hand-held hose equipped with a shutoff nozzle for quick rinses. Or you can
take your vehicle to a commercial car wash anytime without restrictions.
Using water to fill, refill, or add to any indoor or outdoor swimming pools, wading
pools, or Jacuzzis/hot tubs is prohibited except on the designated watering days
between the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Other non-essential water uses that are prohibited under Stage 2 restrictions
include washing down sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis courts,
or other hard-surfaced areas; using water for dust control; operating an
ornamental fountain or pond that is not designed to recirculate water, and hosing
down buildings or structures unless there is a fire protection benefit.
These restrictions apply to all residential and business properties in the
utilization of water provided through DeSoto Public Utilities. Properties with
private water sources, including wells, are not limited by these restrictions.
The City of DeSoto has the ability to monitor water usage and will be checking for
improper and excessive usage. Violators could face fines not to exceed two
thousand dollars for each offense.
To view the City of DeSoto’s Drought Contingency Plan and all of the restrictions
that are put in place under Stage 2 visit our homepage at www.desototexas.gov
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DESOTO REDISTRICTING 2022
After a successful Redistricting Drawing
Session #1, the DeSoto City Council agreed
to cancel Drawing Session #2 and have
chosen Redistricting Map A and a Revised
Redistricting Map B to present to the
community for public input. A Public
Hearing will be held on August 16.
Both maps and corresponding data charts,
and a link to leave a comment are available
on the City's Redistricting webpage at:
https://desototexas.gov/2112/Redistricti
ng-2022
The full Drawing Session #1 Meeting held
on Monday, August 1 can be found on the
City's Facebook Page by clicking HERE.
How to read the maps below:
Red lines reflect CURRENT District Boundaries.
Colored spaces reflect NEW District regions.

To leave a comment on either plan, CLICK HERE. We hope to hear from you!
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH:
PREVENTING & FIGHTING GRASS FIRES DURING THE
EXTENDED HEATWAVE & DROUGHT
What can DeSoto residents do during the extended heatwave and drought to
reduce the chances of grass fires? DeSoto Fire Chief Bryan Southard joined Matt
Smith for this week's DeSoto: In-Depth to offer safety advice and to discuss how
area fire departments are working together to keep things safe.
The conversation started with both men recalling DeSoto’s July 3rd massive grass
fire that burned close to 200 acres of grass and required the assistance of several
area fire and police departments.

Chief Southard was also able to offer several important tips for preventing grass
fires. These included:
Keeping lawns cut short and bushes trimmed back.
Safely disposing of yard waste so it doesn't fuel a fire.
Be extremely careful when cooking outdoors.
Smokers should be careful when smoking outside or when discarding used
smoking materials.
Any open flame or smoldering material such as a cigarette butt or charcoal
ember is enough to start a grass fire.
Keep a water hose connected and ready in case a fire breaks out. This can help
extinguish it or buy time until the Fire Department arrives.
If you should spot a grass fire, don’t assume that the Fire Department knows
about it. Be safe and certain. Call 9-1-1 ASAP!
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH,CONTINUED…

Chief Southard also spoke of DeSoto’s involvement in fighting fires outside of
DeSoto's city limits and the way that area fire departments and the US National
Forestry Service have been working together to keep a record number of grass
fires from spreading and causing greater damage.
You can view this week’s episode of DeSoto: In-depth on our Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/434631462047694
And you can also check out this video of Chief Southard recapping the above
grass fire prevention tips at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/1199875700581100
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
THE DESOTO COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER FOR
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, August 2 was National Night Out across America and especially right here
in DeSoto! While events might vary nationwide, DeSoto Police and HOA’s played
the biggest coordinating roles. According to DeSoto Police, the following HOA’s
registered directly with them, and all were active on Tuesday evening: Club Parc,
Frost Oaks, Frost Farms II, Kentsdale Farm, Trees Farm, Parkerville Meadows,
Candle Meadow, Elerson Trace Park , Eagle Point, and Hampton Meadows.
National Night Out was founded in 1984 with $15,000 from the National Crime
Prevention Council's grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and since
then funding for the event and the events themselves have grown dramatically.
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HOA INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP, SEPTEMBER 17
Do you serve on the board of your HOA or neighborhood
association? Do you have questions on what an HOA
does? Would you like information from trusted sources
on how to improve operations? If your answer to any of
these questions is yes, please make plans to join us on
Saturday, September 17 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at
DeSoto City Hall for the annual HOA Involvement
Workshop.
Information is a key element in effective neighborhood
involvement, and this workshop is designed to provide
representatives of DeSoto’s neighborhood and
homeowners’ associations with the information they
need to make your neighborhood a better and safer place
to live. There will be presentations by local and regional
professionals who will provide information, education,
and resources to homeowner volunteers who govern
communities and the professionals who support them.
The topics covered this year will include community
governance, solar energy for the home, and new laws
that will directly impact HOA communities. We will also
have information and representatives from Republic
Services, DeSoto Environmental Health Inspector, Code
Enforcement, Parks & Recreation, and other City of
DeSoto departments and services so participants will
have a chance to have questions answered by the
experts!
Members of all DeSoto HOAs and interested residents are encouraged to take part
whether your association is new or well established. The HOA Involvement Workshop
is free and light refreshments will be provided. Please RSVP to attend the workshop
by contacting Becky Lewis at (972) 230-9643 or emailing blewis@desototexas.gov.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
CDBG- HOME REPAIR PROGRAM UPDATE
The City of DeSoto plans to re-open the Home Repair Program application process in
September 2022. The City and its new CDBG Program Administrator, National Development
Council (NDC), are in the process of procuring property inspection and contractor services
for the home repair program to ensure successful program delivery to eligible residents. The
City and NDC will host application workshops to assist residents with the application
process when the program re-opens in September. Dates for the workshops will be
announced later this month.
The program will make available up
to $10,000 in essential home repair
services for qualified residents
meeting HUD low- to moderateincome criteria who apply and are
accepted while funding is available.
Below is more information about the
program. Updated information about
the program will be posted to the
City’s CDBG website:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1779/
Community-Development-BlockGrant
Complete an application today to
see if you qualify!
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
HUMAN RESOURCES
THEME FRIDAY WILL
RESUME IN
SEPTEMBER!
City staff, Council Members, and
even some residents have
enjoyed participating with the
City's Themed Fridays. Theme
Days will resume once a month
starting in September. Stay
tuned to join in on the fun! Last
Friday was School Daze and
many sported their School
Spirit!

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES
Fire Run Report: July 25-31
The Fire Department made 223 emergency calls for service involving 153 medical
calls and 70 Fire/Rescue calls. Included within these calls were 10 major vehicle
accidents, 7 grass fires, and 2 structure fires. Additionally, 52 of the 153 medical
calls required additional assistance/manpower from a fire engine.
July Monthly Total:
For the entire month of July, the Fire Department answered 1,032 emergency calls.
The Fire Department responded to 702 medial calls, 5 structure fires, 36 Grass
fires along with multiple gas leaks, car fires, garbage fires, and fire alarms.
Police Call Volume Report: July 24 - July 30
DeSoto Police Department reported a total of 1,507 calls with the most
being Neighborhood Patrol calls at 386 calls this week. The police
responded to 41 suspicious activity calls, 146 traffic calls, 46 animal
related calls, 45 welfare check or concern calls, 12 accident related
calls, and 1 medical emergency call.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
SUMMER READING HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LIBRARY
Wow! It has been a wet, wild, and wonderful summer at the DeSoto Public Library! This
year, the Library hosted the annual Mayor’s Summer Reading Club with the theme of
“Oceans of Possibilities”. Nearly 400 kids, teens, and adults registered to read and win
prizes… and over 1,500 community members joined us for 8 weeks of free programs
ranging from story times and author visits, magic and animal shows, STEM crafts & art
workshops, and so much more!
If you missed it, there is still time for one more big event on Saturday August 13 from
3:00 pm to 5:30 pm in the amphitheater. Join us as Mayor Proctor hands out the 12
grand prizes to our top readers. Prizes include generous donations from SeaQuest Fort
Worth and Epic Waters Indoor Waterpark, as well as bikes, gift cards, and STEM toys.
See you there!
Great job to all the readers and leaders of DeSoto!!
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
WELLNESS WEDNESDAY FOR VETERANS AUGUST SESSION:
TEACHING YOUR CHILDREN GOOD MONEY HABITS
Each month, the DeSoto Public
Library livestreams the Wellness
Wednesday seminar for Veterans.
This series can help provide
information so you can take charge of
your financial wellness. Topics include
retirement planning, budgeting basics,
and more.
It's never too early to teach children about basic money management! The August topic
is Teaching Your Children Good Money Habits. This session will look at some age-byage questions and lessons to help you reinforce your family's values about spending,
giving, and saving. The seminar will be streamed live on Wednesday, August 17 from
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm in the Library. This event is free, with no registration required to
attend the livestreaming session.
Wellness Wednesday for Veteran events are offered one Wednesday each month. This
is a Veterans Affairs (VA) Outreach, Transition, and Economic Development Initiative
(EDI) event. EDI offers events that increase the economic success of transitioning
service members, Veterans, and their spouses, partners, and family members. More
information about the August session and individual registration options are available
via https://www.va.gov/outreach-and-events/events/47569/

Questions? Stop by by
the DeSoto Public Library
Information Desk or call
(972) 230-9661.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
END YOUR SUMMER (READING) WITH A SPLASH!

End your summer with a SPLASH at the DeSoto Public Library on Saturday August 13
from 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm in the amphitheater behind the Library with the end of
summer BLOCK PARTY!
The Library will celebrate all readers of all ages and all levels who participated in the
annual Mayor’s Summer Reading Club. Grab your towels for a wet afternoon of water
activities, inflatable slides, crafts, games, snacks, and much more!
This will also be the final opportunity to pick up your summer reading prizes, as well as
to announce the Grand Prize Winners for the Summer Reading Program!
This event is free and open to all ages. No registration required. Questions? Stop by by
the DeSoto Public Library Information Desk or call (972) 230-9661.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
TERM EXPIRATIONS FOR
PARK BOARD MEMBERS
The DeSoto Park Board hosted the final meeting
with Mr. John McCalib and Mrs. Gayle Lofton on
Monday, August 1. Each board member served
seven years. Mr. McCalib and Mrs. Lofton were
instrumental
in
contributing
to
the
implementation and sustainability of the current
Parks Master Plan. Their impact and unwavering
support of the Parks & Recreation Department
will be difficult to replace!

PRIMROSE MAINTENANCE
Park maintenace staff cut
back overgrown trees at a
very dangerous intersection
on Wintergreen. This area is
located at Primrose and it
makes it very difficult to exit
neighborhood.

NEW PARKS STAFF TRAINING
Staff has been training new
employees in field preparation
and operating heavy equipment.
Training is helping new staff
gather
skills
to
diversify
themselves and allow team to
accomplish more tasks during
the week.
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BMX RENOVATIONS
Below are some photos from the ongoing BMX Restroom Renovations. Current
activity included electrical work on site as well as some electrical work started in
the restrooms. Roof and canopy facia framing is in progress and near complete.
Photos taken June 20, 2022.
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DESOTO REC CENTER RESTROOM RENOVATIONS
Below are some photos from the ongoing Recreation Center restroom renovations.
Current activity include drywall in men's, women's, and the family restrooms, as
well as in men's and women's locker rooms.
Photos taken July 25, 2022.
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BELT LINE ROAD STREET LIGHTS
On the night of July 21, 2022 photos were taken showing that the cluster of street
lights along the intersection of Belt Line Road (FM 1382) and Cockrell Hill have now
been repaired by TxDOT. Upon previous investigation of the problem of the street
lights not working, TxDOT determined that the problem was associated within the
3 sets of underground wiring (and fuses) that operate this section or string of
connected street lights.
Pursuant to the maintenance
agreement between TxDOT
and the City of DeSoto for
street lights along Belt Line
Road, the City was required to
purchase approximately 990
linear feet of three types of
underground cables/ wiring
that TxDOT determined was
needed in order to get the
street lights working again. Belt
Line Road (FM 1382) is a Stateowned public right-of-way and
as such this road is owned and
maintained by TxDOT.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

AUGUST 2022
08

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

08

VETERANS AFFAIR COMMITTEE
MTG | COUNCIL CONF RM

7:00 PM

11

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
COMMITTEE | PD TRAINING RM

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

11

VOLUNTEER FAIR |
BLUEBONNET ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

11

CHATTEY RD PROJECT
NEIGHBORHOOD MTG |
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

15

TOPICAL WORK SESSION CITY
COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

16

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL
MEETING| CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

June New Hires
July New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Key, Douglas P.

FT

08.01.2022

Development

Winkler, Jackson
W.

FT

08.01.2022

Police

Jailer

Sanchez, Laura
G.

FT

08.01.2022

Police

Jailer

Building Official
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