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DESOTO'S SHOTSPOTTER
“RESPOND” ACOUSTIC GUNFIRE SYSTEM
On July 19, the DeSoto City Council authorized the City Manager’s Office to negotiate and
execute a contract with ShotSpotter, Inc., for an acoustic gunfire detection system (known
as “Respond”). A description of the “Respond” acoustic gunfire system is listed below as it
appears on ShotSpotter’s web page:
“ShotSpotter uses an array of acoustic sensors that are connected wirelessly to
ShotSpotter’s centralized, cloud-based application to reliably detect and accurately
locate gunshots using triangulation. Each acoustic sensor captures the precise time and
audio associated with impulsive sounds that may represent gunfire. This data is used to
locate the incident and is then filtered by sophisticated machine algorithms to classify
the event as a potential gunshot. Acoustic experts, who are located and staffed in
ShotSpotter’s 24×7 Incident Review Center, ensure and confirm that the events are
indeed gunfire. They can append the alert with other critical intelligence such as
whether a fully automatic weapon was fired or whether there are multiple shooters.
This entire process takes less than 60 seconds from the time of the shooting to the digital
alert popping onto a screen of a computer in the 911 Call Center or on a patrol officer’s
smartphone or mobile laptop.”

The system as currently envisioned by the City of DeSoto will cover approximately 2 square
miles and will serve as part of a multi-faceted effort that the City is currently deploying to
address gun violence, an issue of both local and national concern.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH
REBROADCASTS IMPORTANT BUDGET DISCUSSION FOR
RESIDENTS
Because the City of DeSoto was hosting budget
workshops on the evening of July 21 and the morning
of July 22, the City dedicated the time slot normally
reserved for DeSoto: In-Depth to rebroadcast an
overview of a Municipal Budget presentation that
was conducted by DeSoto's Director of Finance,
Tracy Cormier and staff on June 23, 2022. This
meeting provided extensive information about the
budget process. In addition to Finance Director
Cormier and his staff, DeSoto's Managing Directors
and key staffers were on hand to give presentations
and answer audience and online questions. You can
view this broadcast that will provide you with greater
insight into DeSoto’s budget process by following this
link
to
our
Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/570
414704798652

DeSoto’s Budget Director and Managing Director Financial
Services Tracy Cormier gets the meeting started

Peter James, Assistant Budget Director, picks up the budget
presentation on the City’s behalf.

Development Services Managing Director Charles Brewer
(right) addresses a question about road repair costs along
with Elizabeth Quilici, the assistant Director of Development
Services.

Community Relations Manager Kathy Jones relays an online
question from Desoto Ranch HOA President Hope Stevens.
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DESOTO WATER
THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER CONSERVATION DURING THE
CURRENT HEAT WAVE & DROUGHT CONDITIONS
With the extended heatwave and its extreme temperatures with little to no
seasonal precipitation, DeSoto and many other Texas cities have called on
residents to conserve water. This request to use water wisely has focused primarily
on outdoor irrigation, in accordance with the City’s Drought Contingency Plan. The
plan calls for voluntary efforts to reduce and modify normal watering practices
throughout the heat spell by irrigating lawns during the coolest hours of the day
between 5:00 am and 9:00 am and late evenings between 7:00 pm and 11:00pm, and
only when needed. This careful use of outdoor water irrigation will reduce water
demand over the entire system and help avoid water restrictions through the end
of July. This heat wave has registered a number of peak or near-peak day demands
on DeSoto's system capacity.
Water demand from DeSoto residents has been ranging between 11 million gallons per
day a (MGD) to near 13 MGD and quickly drew down water levels in each of the City's
existing ground water storage tanks (GSR’s) for the early part of July. Figures 1 and 2
illustrate how higher water usage in July has led to a steady downward trend of tank
operating levels
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DESOTO WATER, CONTINUED...
In addressing the City's system-wide water
supply, the City relies on the purchase of daily
water from Dallas Water Utility and has
increased the limits on the daily water allowed
for purchase from 14.5 million gallons per day
(MGD) to a new limit of 16 MGD to meet the
heat-related demands. This increases the City’s
costs, which will be partially offset with
increased water sales.
The State drought monitor focuses on a range
of conditions that currently range from
‘Abnormally Dry' (D0) to 'Exceptional Drought'
(D4). A common and widely used definition of
'Drought' is an event of prolonged shortages in
the water supply, whether atmospheric,
surface water, or ground water. A drought can
last for months or years, or may be declared
after as few as 15 days.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCMENT
Thank you to all who participated in our weekly Themed Fridays! Flash back to the
90's was ALL THAT AND A BAG OF CHIPS!
Next week is School Daze!

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE
The Fire department made 262 emergency calls for service involving 187 medical calls
and 75 Fire/Rescue calls. Included within these calls were six major vehicle accidents,
four grass fires, one structure fire, and one vehicle fire. Additionally, 66 of the 187
medical calls required additional assistance/manpower from a Fire Engine.
DeSoto Police Department reported a total of
1,711 calls with the most being Neighborhood
Patrol calls at 415 calls this week. The police
responded to 56 suspicious activity calls, 41
verbal disturbance situations, and 1 vehicle fire.
Traffic calls included 7 traffic complaint/reckless
driver concerns, 10 traffic hazard situations, and
237 traffic stops. There were 11 accident and 10
minor accident calls, and only 1 medical
emergency call for the week.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
DESOTO MURAL ARTIST UPDATE
Despite the blazing heat and scorching sun,
DeSoto mural artist, JD Moore, and his team have
been steadily painting on our Town Hall wall. His
impressionistic style of painting, reminiscent of
Harlem Renaissance artist, Lois Mailou Jones,
really brings about complementary colors that
brighten up the space!
It is so exciting to see DeSoto's first mural artist
at work! As JD and his team continue to progress
day by day, many citizens and City staff are
anxiously anticipating the completion of his
masterpiece!
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
BEST SOUTHWEST CONSORTIUM EXTENDS YOUR REACH
Did you know that with your DeSoto Public Library card, you can also check out most
materials from three other libraries in the Best Southwest area?
Participating libraries:
Zula B. Wylie Public Library (Cedar Hill)
Duncanville Public Library (Duncanville)
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library
(Lancaster)

Need the third book in the Narnia series, but it is checked out? Want a SAT guide? If it
is in the Best Southwest Consortium, get it from one of our partner libraries! Items can
be requested, transferred, or returned to any partner library location.
Note: You can only use your home library's digital content.
Start browsing via the DeSoto Public Library catalog: https://desototx.bywatersolutions.com/
For questions, contact the DeSoto Public Library Information Desk in person or via phone (972230-9661).
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
WES MEMORIAL FOOTBALL SHOWCASE 2022
The Southeast Wolverines Football Organization hosted
the Wes Memorial Football Showcase this weekend at
Curtistene S. McCowan Park. The Wes Memorial
Showcase is done in the memory of Wilton "Wes"
Johnson the brother of Greg Johnson who is the
tournament organizer. Mr. Johnson passed away in
March 2001. This is the 2nd year that the tournament
was held in DeSoto. A total of 88 teams and 2,000
participants from all over the state of Texas, Louisiana,
Kansas, Ohio, and Oklahoma participated in this event.
Games were played on Saturday, July 16 and Sunday,
July 17. The ages were 5 yrs. old up to 14 yrs. old.

SWIMMING WITH SUPER HEROES
On July 18, the Myle's Place Foundation in partnership with the DeSoto
Parks and Recreation hosted the "Swimming with Super Heroes" event at
Moseley Pool. Myles Place Foundation (MPF) is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the inclusion of ALL individuals and families with different
abilities. Myles Place Foundation was created in honor of a superhero
Myles Houston. The Myles Place Foundation has created a platform for
their champions to enjoy recreational events, adaptive sports, and so
much more!
This is the first of two events that will take place during the pool season.
The next event is scheduled for August 6 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
MAINTENANCE STAFF AT MCCOWAN PARK
Staff repaired and added mulch to the McCowan Park landscape beds to keep
moisture in the ground longer. This is also the entry point during tournaments
that makes the park inviting for guests. See the before and after transformation!
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DESOTO CARE TEAM
SUMMER UPDATE
As of Friday July 22, Officer Leniesa Skach with Lancaster PD, Officer Ambrosio
Hernandez with Duncanville PD, Officer Christopher Ross with Glenn Heights, and
Officer Jacob Rawlins with Cedar Hill PD have officially joined the Regional CARE
Team! During this current quarter (July 1 to September 30) the Regional CARE
Team expects to welcome two new social service providers and an additional
victim’s assistance coordinator to the team.
This past quarter (April 1 to June 20), this amazing team served 134 individuals
across the region through 718 individualized engagement attempts and services.
The Regional CARE Team Website is under Construction! The CARE Team hopes
for full deployment of the website in August 2022. The website features not only
CARE Team contact information, general team information, and staff bios, but also
an at-risk registry, crime victim resources, crisis line resources, and access to the
CARE Team client survey.
The team continues to work diligently to bring the Regional CARE Team center up
to community standards for a grand building opening. Cleaning services, updated
furniture, and the commission of building artwork are all in play to create a
welcoming and trauma informed environment for clients and community
members.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY / AUGUST 2022
25

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

01

COUNCIL REDISTRICTING –
DRAWING SESSION #1 | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

01

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD
MEETING | PARKS &
RECREATION CIVIC CENTER

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

0506

COUNCIL SUMMER RETREAT |
HILTON DALLAS/ROCKWALL
LAKEFRONT

9:00 AM (Fri.) - 3:00 PM (Sat.)
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COUNCIL REDISTRICTING –
DRAWING SESSION #2 | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

16

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION BOARD MEETING |
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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July New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Castillo, Victor
Ivan

PT

07.18.2022

Parks

Lifeguard- PT

Bush, Dallas

PT

07.18.2022

Parks

Recreation
Attendant - PT

Davon Marquise
George

PT

07.18.2022

Parks

Recreation
Attendant - PT

Brazier, Carlee
Ann

FT

07.18.2022

Courts

Deputy Court Clerk

Brinlee, Roger A

FT

07.18.2022

Courts

Deputy City
Marshall

