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NANCE FARM COMMUNITY MEETING
We were blessed. The Nance Farm Master Plan community meeting was held the
evening of Thursday, July 14. A summer thunderstorm rolled through shortly after
noon breaking the 11-day streak of over triple digit heat and dropping the
temperature to a tolerable 88 degrees. About 30 residents, local artists, and other
attended the meeting convened by the Arts Commission to explore the past and
the future of Nance Farm. The consultant team provided several examples of
similar facilities across the nation. That information is summarized in a number of
boards that will be displayed in the lobby of City Hall for the next month. Attendees
were invited to take a simple survey to guide the process moving forward.
Interested parties can get more information here: http://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/122/HistoricNance-Farm, and complete the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8BHHSJK
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NANCE FARM COMMUNITY MEETING,
CONTINUED...
The consultant team will be compiling that
information and developing design
alternatives based thereon to present to the
Council and community later this summer.
We were blessed with tolerable weather,
diverse and engaged participants, and
broad information leading to an excellent
discussion of the future of this important
asset.
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DESOTO WATER
THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER CONSERVATION DURING THE
CURRENT HEAT WAVE & DROUGHT CONDITIONS
With the extended heatwave and its extreme temperatures with little to no
seasonal precipitation, DeSoto and many other Texas cities have called on
residents to conserve water. This request to use water wisely has focused primarily
on outdoor irrigation, in accordance with the City’s Drought Contingency Plan. The
plan calls for voluntary efforts to reduce and modify normal watering practices
throughout the heat spell by irrigating lawns during the coolest hours of the day
between 5:00 am and 9:00 am and late evenings between 7:00 pm and 11:00pm, and
only when needed. This careful use of outdoor water irrigation will reduce water
demand over the entire system and help avoid water restrictions through the end
of July. This heat wave has registered a number of peak or near-peak day demands
on DeSoto's system capacity.
Water demand from DeSoto residents has been ranging between 11 million gallons per
day a (MGD) to near 12 MGD and quickly drew down water levels in each of the City's
existing ground water storage tanks (GSR’s) for the early part of July. Figures 1 and 2
illustrate how higher water usage in July has led to a steady downward trend of tank
operating levels
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DESOTO WATER, CONTINUED...
In addressing the City's system-wide water
supply, the City relies on the purchase of daily
water from Dallas Water Utility and has
increased the limits on the daily water allowed
for purchase from 14.5 million gallons per day
(MGD) to a new limit of 16 MGD to meet the
heat-related demands. This increases the City’s
costs, which will be partially offset with
increased water sales.
The State Drought monitor focuses on a range
of conditions that currently range from
‘Abnormally Dry' (D0) to 'Exceptional Drought'
(D4). A common and widely used definition of
'Drought' is an event of prolonged shortages in
the water supply, whether atmospheric,
surface water, or ground water. A drought can
last for months or years, or may be declared
after as few as 15 days.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH
SWRCC/9-1-1: WHY PUBLIC SAFETY DEPENDS ON GOOD
COMMUNICATIONS!
The DeSoto-based Southwest Regional Communications Center (SWRCC) answered
close to a quarter of a million Emergency & Non-Emergency calls in 2021 and provides
9-1-1 services for the Cities of DeSoto, Cedar Hill, and Duncanville. On Thursday, July
14, SWRCC Managing Director Tamara Bell & Assistant Director Jennifer Garner joined
DeSoto: In-Depth host Matt Smith to discuss how SWRCC keeps our region safe 24/7.
You can view this program on the City of DeSoto’s Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/373672281575642
Director Bell and Assistant Director Garner spoke at length about the basic operations of
the SWRCC. In addition to receiving 9-1-1 calls and relaying critical information to first
responders in three cities, the SWRCC also receives calls via the Non-Emergency
number at (972) 223-6111.
Even though the SWRCC is a
well-run operation, both Bell
and
Garner
noted
that
challenges can happen at any
given time. And when it does,
they need to have the staff in
place to make sure the SWRCC
can meet that challenge. That’s
one reason why the SWRCC is
looking to hire great people for
their dispatch team. Anyone
interested in applying for an
open position can do so at:
https://bit.ly/3P70OQY

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

07

DESOTO IN-DEPTH, CONTINUED...
Tamara Bell and Jennifer Garner also discussed the SWRCC’s current involvement
in the accreditation process with CALEA and its Public Safety Communications
Accreditation Program. CALEA, or the Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies, is the same agency that has provided accreditation to the
DeSoto Police Department since 1993. The DeSoto Police Department is part of an
elite group of just 41 municipal law enforcement agencies in Texas to possess
CALEA Accreditation. This designation is much less common for Texas Emergency
Communications Centers. There are several thousand Emergency Communications
Centers in Texas, but according to Assistant Director Garner, only two of them
hold CALEA Accreditation. Approval for accreditation for the SWRCC would make
the DeSoto-based multi-city Communications Center only the third in the entire
State of Texas to be accredited by CALEA!
Managing Director Tamara Bell said that
striving to attain this accreditation is yet
another example of how DeSoto is driven to
improve all aspects of municipal operations.
Said Bell, “We are not trying to remain the
same. As Mayor Rachel likes to say, DeSoto
Rises, and we’re trying to stay in that theme…
DeSoto Rises…and so we’re trying to rise in
the SWRCC as well!”
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE
The week of July 4 through July 10
The Fire department made 253 emergency calls for service involving 155 medical
calls and 98 Fire/Rescue calls. Included within these calls were 5 major vehicle
accidents, 23 grass fires, two garbage/trash fires, and one vehicle fire. Additionally,
63 of the 155 medical calls required additional assistance/manpower from a Fire
Engine.
The week of July 3 to July 9
The Police Department received a total of 1,758 calls, of which 48 calls were for welfare
checks/concerns, 2 vehicle fires, 1 burglary report, and 4 major accident calls.

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCMENT
Thank you to all who participated in DeSoto's weekly Themed Fridays! The Crazy Hats were
definitely crazy!
Next week will be reminiscing on the 90's!!

CIVIC ACADEMY
DeSoto residents are invited to register for the annual Civic
Academy, and there are still seats available! The Academy will be
held from September 1, 2022 to October 27, 2022 on Thursday
evenings from 5:45 pm to 8:30 pm. Registration is required, click
HERE to register TODAY!
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
DESOTO’S 2022 CITIZEN SURVEY
DeSoto’s 2022 Citizen Survey has been delivered to
randomly selected residents, and the City is
requesting that they be filled out and returned in
the next two weeks. Residents who have not
received one will have an opportunity to take the
survey online later in August. DeSoto will
announce the online availability of the survey on
its home page and social media platforms.
The information that is provided by participating
residents will be used to improve DeSoto’s existing
programs and services and help determine longrange planning and investment decisions.
Thank you all in advance for your input!
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DESOTO COMMUNITY GARDEN
On Thursday, July 14, City and DeSoto ISD staff
collaborated with community members to maintain the
community garden on Westmoreland Rd. Between
weeding and harvesting peppers, cucumbers, and okra,
the garden ended up looking much healthier after only
one hour. Mr. White from DeSoto ISD is leading the
community garden project and is asking for more
volunteer assistance, especially in the Fall. If you are
interested in volunteering, please meet the team next
Thursday, July 21 at 7:30 am at 601 South Westmoreland
Road in DeSoto. For more information, please contact
Dianca McGhee at (972) 230-5825 or by email:
DMcGhee@desototexas.gov
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
LOCAL AUTHOR SERIES STARTS THURSDAY WITH
C. NICHOLE: PAN AFRICAN CULTURE THROUGH BOOKS
The DeSoto Public Library is the best place to
nurture local writing and reading in the Best
Southwest area of Texas. Learn about Africa and the
African Diaspora with Local Author C. Nichole! This
Pan African event gives you insight into the culture of
continental Africa and here at home in the Americas.
C. Nichole is the author of the children's books, The
Reign: Africa and The Reign: North and South
America. She is also the founder of the international
non-profit Pan African Think Tank. C. Nichole will
share stories from her books and her personal firsthand experience from traveling all over the globe.
C. Nichole's books in the DeSoto Public Library local
author collection include:
The Reign: North and South America (2021)
The Reign: Africa (2020)
American Presidential Parties: Their Relevance to People of African Descent (2020)
Attend this local author event at the DeSoto Public Library on
Thursday, July 21 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.
Books will also be available at the event for purchase and
autographing.
This event is the first in a series spotlighting local authors. If you
have questions about this event or are interested in resources for
local authors, please contact the DeSoto Public Library
Information Desk in person or via phone (972) 230-9661.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
DAILY IN-PERSON
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN
THIS SUMMER
Looking for something fun to do with kids
(ages 0 - 12) this summer? The DeSoto
Public Library is offering craft activities,
story times, special performers, and more!
Come by to redeem those summer reading
points for free books and enjoy one of the
programs!
Mondays:
Performers and Special Guests—
3:00 pm
Tuesdays:
Book Buddies (3 - 11 years)—10:15 am
* requires registration
Tween Time Crafternoon (9 - 12
years)—3:00 pm
Wednesdays:
Story Time: Toddler Time—10:30 am
Thursdays:
Pre-School Early Literacy Class:
Story Time—10:30 am
Fridays:
Kids Craft Workshops—3:00 pm
For questions about upcoming children's
programs, contact the DeSoto Public
Library Children's Desk in person or via
phone (972) 230-9666.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
MONEY CAMP
On Tuesday, July 12, DeSoto Parks
partnered with Texas Trust Credit Union,
Percibility, LLC, Bank of America, Score
Factor, and Primerica to offer “Money
Camp”, a financial literacy camp for
teenagers. Teens learned about financial
literacy, entrepreneurship, interviewing
skills, investments, and budgeting. At the
end, the teens participated in a Reality
Fair. They were given a “job” as well as
family responsibilities and navigated how
to budget. There were financial
counselors on-site to assist the teenagers
throughout the activity.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
ADULT WATER AEROBICS
Session 2 is underway for Adult Water Aerobics!

HAVOC 2022 AT MOSELEY POOL!

SWIMMING WITH SUPERHEROES
Myles Place Foundation & the City of DeSoto
Parks & Recreation Department are back with
our All Inclusive Swimming with Superhero’s
event!
••••••••
Where: Moseley Pool
When: July 18
Time: 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

This event is FREE!
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TOWN HALL RENOVATIONS
TOWN CENTER PHASE II RENOVATION PROJECT (PARKS &
RECREATION RESTROOMS)
Plumbing Fixtures have been delivered and are now being installed!
As shown in the photos, plumbing fixtures (toilets, faucets, etc.) have now been
delivered to the Parks & Recreation restroom area by the City’s awarded
contractor, AUI Partners. The awarded contractor is now proceeding to install the
delivered plumbing fixtures at this time.
Photos taken Monday July 12

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY 2022
18

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
| CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

19

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

21

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

9:00 AM

25

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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July New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

White, Tonya L.

FT

07.11.2022

Finance

Buyer

Martin, Ethan C.

FT

07.11.2022

Fire

Non-Certified
Firefighter/Paramedic

Pollard, Nicholas
C.

FT

07.11.2022

Fire

Certified
Firefighter/Paramedic

Garcia, Zachary
C.

FT

07.11.2022

Fire

Non-Certified
Firefighter/Paramedic

Tyner, Charlie

PT

07.11.2022

Police

Police Officer Reserve

Dixon, Brenton

FT

07.11.2022

Parks

Maintenance
Worker- Parks

