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4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION!
CITIES OF DESOTO AND LANCASTER CELEBRATE
TOGETHER
Not to brag (too much), but on Monday, July 4 with a blazing hot sun and
temperatures pushing 100 degrees, a record of more than 21,500 residents of
DeSoto, Lancaster, and the immediate area descended on Grimes Park to take part
in fireworks, live music, games, and fun food at DeSoto’s Joint 4th of July
Celebration with the City of Lancaster. Fortunately, enough friendly breeze and
shade was available to keep everyone hydrated with zero calls for medical
assistance during the festival. DeSoto was ready to celebrate the 4th of July and
the team at DeSoto Parks & Recreation were happy to oblige.

While there was plenty of music to help get it
started, the best early action on stage came from
the gathering of all of the officials from DeSoto,
Lancaster, and the State Capitol took to the stage.
Mayor Rachel Proctor introduced the DeSoto team,
and Mayor Clyde Hairston introduced his team from
the other side of I-35E. This annual festival is a
partnership made possible by joint planning and
funding from the Cities of DeSoto and Lancaster.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

03

4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION! CONTINUED...
We were well represented by our Independent School District with new
Superintendent Dr. Usama Rodgers and Board President Flemming in attendance.
Many staff members were also present and busy recruiting!

In addition to our political dignitaries, which included Texas
State Senator Royce West, State Representative Carl Sherman,
and Judge and former DA Faith Johnson, there was “star power”
in the house in the form of singer, songwriter, actress, and
author Chanté Moore. Moore sang memorable cover tunes
including “Kiss” by Prince, and put on a high-energy show in
spite of the heat.
The highlight of the evening was a
spectacular fireworks show that was
designed to dazzle but also to keep things
safe. This included working with the
fireworks experts in advance to enhance
safety and having personnel standing by to
address any embers that might go astray.
Given all that has been happening in the
world, DeSoto was delighted to give
everyone a few hours of relief from stress
and
provide
enough
food
and
entertainment options to keep all of our
guests feeling festive!
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DESOTO SOLAR TURBINES TOUR
A delegation from the City of DeSoto led by Mayor Proctor and Mayor Pro Tem
Byrd along with DeSoto Development Corporation (DDC) staff toured Solar
Turbines in DeSoto's Eagle Business and Industrial Park on Thursday, June 30.
Solar Turbines has been operating in the City of DeSoto since 1987 and is one of
the largest employers in DeSoto with approximately 418 employees at its
Worldwide Overhaul Center supporting all products globally. Solar Turbines, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Caterpillar, designs and manufactures industrial gas
turbines for onshore and electrical power generation; for future marine
propulsion; and for producing, processing, and transporting natural gas and oil.
The capital investment in their current operation exceeds $250M and they own
approximately 75 acres within the Eagle Industrial Park for future expansion
needs. The DDC recently provided Solar Turbines with a Infrastructure Grant to
assist with construction of a new $30M facility expansion that would allow for the
rebuild and retrofit of Solar Turbines Titan III assemblies and expand employment
by approximately 20 individuals.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
KESWICK GRASS FIRE UPDATE
On Sunday, July 3, the DeSoto Fire Department was dispatched to a grass fire in
the field behind Keswick Drive. Upon arrival, Fire crews were met with a quickly
spreading fire fueled by high winds, dry conditions, and tall vegetation. Initial
attempts to get to the head of the fire to stop the spread were unsuccessful.
DeSoto Fire quickly took defensive positions ahead of the fire to protect
residential homes in the area. Six Fire Departments including DeSoto, Cedar Hill,
Duncanville, Lancaster, Ovilla, and Dallas along with assistance from the Texas
Forestry Service and a dozer team from the Flower Mound Fire Department were
able to bring the fire under control. The fire officially burned 192 acres. The
Department saved 250 homes threatened that day.
One firefighter suffered from heat exhaustion
and was transported to an area hospital. This
firefighter was treated and released.
DeSoto Fire would like to extend its gratitude
to the area Fire Departments that assisted in
extinguishing this fire and the many residents
that worked just as hard to protect their
homes.

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT
UPDATE
The Fire department made 228 emergency
calls for service involving 158 medical calls
and 77 Fire/Rescue calls. Included within
these calls were 4 major vehicle accidents, 1
major grass fire, and two garbage/trash
fires. Additionally, 63 of the 158 medical calls
required additional assistance/manpower
from a Fire Engine.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCMENT
Thank you to all who participated in our weekly Themed Fridays! It was great to
see staff in Red, White, and Blue!
This week is Crazy Hat Day!

CDBG ACTION PLAN
NEEDS YOUR INPUT!

CIVIC ACADEMY

It is not too late to submit your input
on how the City can allocate this
year's CDBG funds of $297,629!

for the annual Civic Academy, designed

The Action Plan draft and the online
survey is available at the City's CDBG
website: www.desototexas.gov/cdbg,
or you can scan or click on the QR
code here to access the survey
directly.

DeSoto resident are invited to register
to teach Citizens about the inner
workings of their local government!
Available to the first 25 participants who
submit their completed registration, the
Academy will be held from September 1,
2022 to October 27, 2022 on Thursday
evenings from 5:45 pm to 8:30 pm.
Registration is required! Please
visit the City's website or click
here to access the online form.
Paper forms are also available
at the Action Center.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH
THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER CONSERVATION DURING A
HEATWAVE & DROUGHT
The City of DeSoto recently called on residents to begin conserving water usage
outside as a part of our Drought Contingency Plan that kicks in when usage goes
beyond 80% of capacity for a set period of time. We wanted to take the next step
and discuss the issues on a more in-depth basis so that residents know about the
impacts of this great demand for water in the midst of a heatwave and drought and
what we can all do about it. So DeSoto: In-Depth’s Matt Smith invited Public
Utilities Managing Director Louis Martinez and Manager of Field Operations Allan
McDonald to join him on this week’s show to discuss what we can do to get
through this heatwave together!
There are many things that residents can do
to conserve water, but the first tier of
response under DeSoto’s required Drought
Contingency Plan centered around outdoor
water use and finding ways to scale it back.
Both experts stated that “irrigation,” or trying
to keep our lawn and gardening moist and
growing caused the greatest drain on the
system. By making smarter use of water for
these purposes we can ease some of the
strain on the system.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH, CONTINUED...
THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER CONSERVATION DURING A
HEATWAVE & DROUGHT
DeSoto has asked residents to limit their lawn watering to once every 5 days,
which might seem a bit harsh to some, but it isn’t if you know the details behind it.
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension that deals with water issues found that giving
your lawn a thorough soaking deep down into the roots effectively saturates and
protects a lawn. Watering nightly for a short period of time might make your
surface grass wet for a while, but it does not compare to a good soaking as called
for…even during a drought…by Texas A&M. This research and issues were
discussed in depth during DeSoto: In-Depth and you can hear that discussion and
view the whole show here on-demand on our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/439773814686205/
Our on-air team even discussed conservation-approved ways to keep your car
clean without having to use the large volume of water that many are using when
they do it themselves. You can view this conversation or read a summary of the
advice below.
More water conservation tips can be found via these helpful links from the City of
DeSoto, the Texas Water Development Board, and the US EPA. City of DeSoto
Water Conservation Tips: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/491/Outdoor-Tips and
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/221/Water-Saving-Tips
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THE ARTS IN DESOTO
WORK IS UNDERWAY ON THE CITY'S FIRST PUBLIC ART
MURAL PROJECT
The Arts Commission is excited to
announce that our first Public Art
Project is underway!! Pictured below is
the artist, JD Moore and his assistant.
You will see them out in the plaza area
in front of the Corner Theatre
prepping the wall behind them to
begin painting the mural. It will be
interesting to follow their progress
over the coming week!

NANCE FARM COMMUNITY MEETING
When: Thursday, July 14 from 7 pm to 9 pm
Where: Nance Farm located at 1325
Greenbrook Dr.
At this public meeting, the City of DeSoto
and DeSoto Arts Commission will provide
updates on the masterplan and feedback on
the future of Nance Farm.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
TEEN VOLUNTEER MAGIC AT THE LIBRARY THIS SUMMER!

Want to see magic in action? Over 30 teen volunteers are making this summer special
at the DeSoto Public Library! Together they have completed 394 hours for June. Teen
volunteer activities include reading with children, assisting in the computer lab,
helping with the summer reading program, shelving library materials, and more!
The teen summer program runs between June 13 and July 29. For questions about
teen volunteer opportunities in the fall, contact Marq Runnels via (972) 230-9663.
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WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY 2022
11

ETHICS TRAINING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

14

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING |

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

14

NANCE FARM PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT MEETING | 1325
GREENBROOK DR.

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

18

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
| CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

19

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

21

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

9:00 AM

25

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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July New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Macias, Yessica

FT

07.05.2022

Administration

Administrative
Assistant II

Capra, Katelyn S.

FT

07.05.2022

Police

Crime Scene and
Evidence Technician

Bey, Gloria A.

FT

07.05.2022

Finance

Accountant –
Temporary

Ramon, Luke

PT

07.05.2022

Parks

Lifeguard

Sanchez, William
J.

PT

07.05.2022

Parks

Lifeguard

Vanghn,
Hezekiah

PT

07.05.2022

Parks

Lifeguard

