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A NEW VISION FOR NANCE FARM
Nance Farm is an underutilized historic jewel in
the center of DeSoto located in the
Meadowbrook
Estates.
The
facility
has
occasionally been open to the public in the past
and hasn’t welcomed visitors for more than three
years. The City has initiated a master planning
process to reconsider the development and
operation plan for this facility. The goal is to
increase the value of this asset to DeSoto
residents. Adding support for the arts and other
enhancements will be considered through the
master planning process, which has its first public
engagement meeting on Thursday, July 14. The
public is invited to attend the meeting, which
begins at 7:00 pm at Nance Farm (1325
Greenbrook Dr.).

Nance Farm:
Public Engagement
Meeting
Thursday, July 14, 2022
7:00 PM
Nance Farm
1325 Greenbrook Dr.
DeSoto Texas, 75154

The consultant team has already complete a
condition assessment of the facility, which can be
found here: DeSoto Nance Farm. They will
present additional information and seek
community input on the future of this critical
facility during the meeting on July 14.
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CDBG UPDATES
CDBG ACTION PLAN NEEDS YOUR INPUT!
It is not too late to submit your input on
how the City can allocate this year's
CDBG funds of $297,629!
The City's CDBG Team will be presenting
the current draft plan on July 18. The
following day, a final Public Hearing is
scheduled for July 19, 2022 during the
regularly scheduled Council Meeting to
hear any final thoughts.
The Action Plan draft and the online
survey is available at the City's CDBG
website: www.desototexas.gov/cdbg, or
you can scan or click on the QR code
here to access the survey directly.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH!
As the nation closes out National Homeownership
Month, DeSoto would like to remind residents about the
CDBG Down Payment Assistance Program. Down
payment and closing cost assistance are provided in the
form of a forgivable loan of up to $10,000. The amount of
assistance depends on the sales price and loan amount
from the lender.
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The current income limits based on FY 2022 AMI for
Dallas HUD Metro Area, as published by HUD, starts at
$54,550 for a single resident. The Existing & New Homes
Purchase Price Limit based on the average FY 2022 HUD
HOME Homeownership Sales Price Limits for Dallas and
Collin County is currently $291,000.00
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2022 DESOTO CIVIC ACADEMY
The City of DeSoto is hosting its annual Civic
Academy, designed to teach DeSoto Citizens about
the inner workings of their local government. The
Academy is made up of nine educational sessions
that will be concluded with a graduation.
Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about
different departments each week, covering the
City’s Administration, Community, Public Safety,
and Council. Participants will learn about DeSoto’s
history, tour City facilities, get a behind-thescenes look at each department and the services
offered, and experience first-hand the equipment
used to provide these services. The Civic Academy
also affords the opportunity to meet department
heads one-on-one.
Any adult DeSoto resident willing to commit the
time necessary to complete this informative,
interesting, and intense program is encouraged to
register! The Civic Academy will be available to the
first 25 participants who submit their completed
registration. The Civic Academy will be held from
September 1, 2022 – October 27, 2022 on Thursday
evenings, from 5:45 pm to 8:30 pm.
Registration is required! Please visit the City's
website or click/scan here to access the online
form. Paper forms are also available at the Action
Center.

SCAN OR CLICK TO REGISTER
TODAY!
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT SERIES BREAKFAST
On Thursday, June 30, City Manager Brandon
Wright hosted the first of many ongoing
engagement breakfasts with team members
from around the City. The program is a new
initiative that will be conducted every other
month to engage directly with a small group of
30 employees from all City Departments. This is
an opportunity for staff to interact directly with
City Management in an informal setting.

FIRE AND POLICE
DEPARTMENT UPDATES
Reporting on events between Monday
June 20 and ending on Sunday, June 26,
the Police Department responded to a
total of 1,576 calls. 959 of those calls
were self-initiated, meaning that the
officers themselves checked out on an
item like a neighborhood patrol,
directed patrol, and similar actions. The
remaining 617 calls during that time
period were initiated by the SWRCC
dispatch center as a result of some type
of citizen call or contact.

HUMAN RESOURCE
DEPARTMENT MESSAGE
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
CITY OF DESOTO ROLLS OUT VOLUNTEER HUB PAGE

The City of DeSoto rolled out a volunteer webpage that will operate as the
homepage for volunteer opportunities across several departments. The creation of
this hub page will provide residents with a variety of opportunities to help make a
difference and evolve the DeSoto community. From lending a helping hand to the
seniors at the DeSoto Senior Activity Center to spending a day helping the Parks
and Recreation Department at a city-wide event, there’s room for everyone to get
involved!
On the volunteer hub page, residents can find volunteer details under each
department’s photo and the volunteer coordinator’s contact information if they
have any questions. Click here to view the volunteer hub page.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
WATCH FOR DESOTO’S 2022 CITIZEN SURVEY
The City of DeSoto is once again seeking the input of our residents via the 2022
Citizen Survey. In the days ahead, randomly selected DeSoto Residents will be
contacted via mail by the ETC Institute for the opportunity to participate in the
City's community survey to gather resident input and feedback on City of DeSoto
programs and services. The information that is provided will be used to improve
existing programs and services and help determine long-range planning and
investment decisions. Residents who are not randomly selected will have an
opportunity to take part in the survey once it is released to the public online at a
later date.
DeSoto will announce the general posting of the survey on the City's website and
key social media platforms in the future. In the meantime, please keep your eyes
on your mailbox just in case you are one of our randomly selected residents!
DeSoto’s last Citizen Survey was conducted in 2020 and an overview of this survey
can be viewed on the City's website at
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/18332/2020-CommunitySurvey-Report?bidId=

JOIN US!
Join us for the Chattey Road
Ribbon Cutting ceremony on
Friday, July 8, 2022
starting at 10 AM.
Union Chapel Bible Fellowship
Church
108 N. Chattey Road
DeSoto, Texas 75115
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DESOTO: IN-DEPTH
RENTAL REGISTRATION & KEEPING SAFE WHEN WILDLIFE
GETS TOO CLOSE
On the July 1 broadcast of DeSoto: In-Depth, Coordinator of DeSoto’s Rental
Registration Program Heather Lanham and DeSoto Animal Control Officer Sheila
Harrington joined program host Matt Smith to provide an update on Rental
Registration in DeSoto and how residents can be prepared just in case a wild
animal such as a bobcat or coyote encroaches on their property.
Heather Lanham noted that DeSoto’s Rental Registration Program was moving
ahead without any major issues. You can read more about the Rental Registration
Program at https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/RentalRegistration
Smith discussed with Officer
Harrington the best ways to
handle a wild animal encounter,
and while you can hear all the
details in the broadcast, you can
also receive a concise and
accurate overview by reading
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
brochure that was discussed in
the broadcast:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/publica
tions/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk
_w7000_1446.pdf
Please note that while there were no technical issues with the live broadcast on the
City's website via Swagit and on DeSoto Cable via Spectrum (Channel 16) and AT&T
Uverse (Channel 99), we did experience interference from Facebook and had to relay
the broadcast by smartphone. So there will be technical difficulties with the Facebook
rebroadcast, but we will look to post a better quality broadcast for on-demand use at
a later date.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
TEEN CRAFTS THIS JULY AT THE LIBRARY

Teens ages 13 to 18 are invited to come and “get crafty” every
Thursday during the month of July from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm at the
DeSoto Public Library. All workshops are free and led by DeSoto
Artists Lab member Michelle Pryor. Space is limited and registration
is required at https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/Library5/2022-Teen-Crafts-Summer-Edition-183. Teens can earn
community service hours by participating. For more information,
visit the Library's website at www.desototextas.gov/library or call
Marq Runnels at (972) 230-9663.

COMPUTER CLASSES FOR ADULTS
Adults, do you need help with basic computer skills? Come to the DeSoto Public
Library every Wednesday for a free computer class! Classes are from 10:00 am to 11:00
am in the Venable Training Lab. An instructor is available for additional practice from
11:00 am to 11:30 am.
July 6: Keyboarding 101
July 13: Computer Basics
July 20: Intro to Microsoft Word
July 27: Intro to Microsoft Excel

No registration required. Five spots are
available. Questions? Contact the
DeSoto Public Library Information
Desk in person, or call 972-230-9661.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
BEAT THE SUMMER SLIDE WITH THE 2022 MAYOR'S
SUMMER READING CLUB

School is out for the summer, but that doesn't mean that reading has to stop. The
DeSoto Public Library is encouraging every child, teen, and adult to sign up for the
2022 Mayor's Summer Reading Club to keep on reading through the summer!
Without summertime reading, children can lose some of the reading skills they
gained during the school year. This "summer slide" can create challenges for
students to catch up when school begins. Daily reading helps support those
reading skills, giving a jump start to the next school year.
Don't like to read books? Try an audiobook instead, or explore a magazine or
graphic novel! Don't forget the Tuesday Book Buddies program (a child-teen
reading partnership), or the Wednesday and Thursday Story Time activities at the
Library!
Read every day and log points for summer reading. Readers can also earn free books,
raffle prizes, and more. Register for the program and track those reading points
through READsquared: desotolibrary.readsquared.com. For more information about
the Summer Reading Club, visit http://www.desototexas.gov/1304/SummerReading-Club, stop by the DeSoto Public Library Information Desk, or call (972) 2309666.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
COMMUNITY GARDEN!
This week was a small harvest, but it provided enough vegetables for some of
DeSoto's seniors! There will be plenty more in the next couple of weeks. Thank you
to the additional volunteers who have joined the team!

There are still opportunities to help with the community garden! Help would
include weeding, harvesting, and regular clean up of the area around the garden. If
you are interested in helping, please contact Dianca McGhee (Recreation Manager
at the Senior Center) at (972) 230-5825 for more information. This effort is a great
opportunity to meet and fellowship as the harvest is plenty!
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
GRAPHIC DESIGN CAMP GRADUATION
On Thursday, June 28, the “Dynamic Nine” graduated from the first Graphic Design
camp hosted by Lonnie B’s Creative Designs in partnership with DeSoto Parks and
Recreation Department. During the last month, students from the class worked on
numerous flyers that were showcased in their digital graduation booklet. There will
be three students selected from the class that will receive a paid summer
internship with Lonnie B’s Creative Designs. The graduates received words of
encouragement from Judge Vonda Bailey Shaw, Mayor Rachel L. Proctor, and
Vanessa Sterling from DeSoto Chamber of Commerce.
Missed the opportunity to register your teen
in June? No worries! There will be another
class hosted starting July 5. Classes are
Tuesday through Thursday from 1:30 pm to
3:30 pm in DeSoto Public Library Computer
Lab.
Their digital booklet can be found here:
https://www.flipsnack.com/lonnieb/sum
mer-scholar-2022.html
To view or register for programming hosted
by DeSoto Parks and Recreation, go to
https://desototexas.gov/register
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION SAFETY
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WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

JULY 2022
4

CITY FACILITIES CLOSED 4TH OF JULY

ALL DEPARTMENTS

7

KEEP DESOTO BEAUTIFUL
BOARD MEETING | CIVIC CENTER

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

7

DESOTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING |
LIBRARY MULTIPURPOSE RM

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

11

ETHICS TRAINING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

12

REDISTRICTING DRAWING
SESSION #1 | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

18

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
| CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

19

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

21

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

CITY COUNCIL BUDGET
WORKSHOP | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

9:00 AM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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June New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Jones, Allene

PT

06.27.2022

Parks

Fitzgerald, Kylie
Simone

PT

06.27.2022

Parks

Recreation Attendant PT

Hossain, MD.
Moazzem

FT

06.27.2022

Development

City Engineer

Randall, Sonya

FT

06.27.2022

Administration

Administrative Assistant

Recreation Attendant PT

June Transfer
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Ned, Clarence A.

FT

06.27.2022

Parks

Position
Maintenance WorkerAthletics

