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ERNIE ROBERTS GRAND OPENING
The official Ernie Roberts All Inclusive Playground Grand Opening was held on
Friday, April 22. This project serves as a shining example of community
collaboration and ensuring that City services and amenities are available to
everyone! The City Council recognized the significance of providing diverse
recreational opportunities and approved more than $500,000 for this project. The
Rotary & Lions Club contributed to facility enhancements by adding the Rhapsody
Kettle Drum and the Rhapsody Jingle Metallophone. Studies have shown that
these instruments contribute to an increase in sensory stimulation. The DeSoto
Parks Board provided support with the establishment and implementation of the
DeSoto Parks & Recreation master planning efforts. City management engaged the
community in creating improvement priorities for the parks infrastructure.
Citizen engagement opportunities included focus groups, surveys, and town hall
meetings. An All Abilities Inclusive Playground was a priority from citizen
feedback. The development and implementation of this strategic goal is one
aspect that exemplifies the uniqueness of the culture in DeSoto.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

03

DESOTO HOSTS DFW BANKING EXECUTIVES

On Wednesday, April 20, Desoto Development Corporation Executive Director
Matt Carlson welcomed Todd Burns, Division Executive, and a dozen other Wells
Fargo commercial bankers to town. The visit was part of a larger “Southern Dallas
Cities Tour” conducted by partners at the Dallas Regional Chamber of Commerce.
LaTosha Herron Bruff, SVP of Community Outreach and Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion and Duane Dankesreiter, SVP of Research & Innovation, at the Chamber
served as guides for the day-long tour. Carlson joined the tour at the DeSoto
Marketplace on Beltline to talk about the City’s innovation and entrepreneurship
efforts and then narrated the tour through the Hampton Road Redevelopment
Corridor explaining efforts at the Hampton Commons (SW Corner of Hampton &
Belt Line Roads), north on Hampton Road past the Medical District, and the other
exciting projects all the way to the Pleasant Run Village. He continued with
sharing aspirational ideas of how DeSoto’s live, work, play environment will evolve
over the next decade. Traveling north to the Eagle Industrial Park, participants
were able to see first-hand the many businesses that call DeSoto home and some
of the new spec buildings under construction that will house new business when
they are delivered in late 2022 and 2023. Familiarization tours like this allow
economic professionals to showcase the advantages of locating in DeSoto and
surrounding communities as well as make personal connections to leverage
during future site selection activities.
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WINTERGREEN RIBBON CUTTING
MULTI-CITY PROJECT IN SOUTH METROPLEX RENEWS
INFRASTRUCTURE TO ACCOMMODATE SAFETY NEEDS &
RAPID REGIONAL GROWTH
Wintergreen Road Project Reflects Successful Regional Partnerships.
The Wintergreen Road Project, the product of a partnership between Dallas
County, the Cities of Cedar Hill, DeSoto, Duncanville, Dallas Water Utilities, and the
North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), has produced major
infrastructure upgrades that will improve road safety and transportation efficiency,
satisfy flood plain control safety requirements, and deliver major water service
improvements that are projected to accommodate the demands of a fast-growing
portion of South Dallas County for up to 50 years.

On Wednesday, April 27, leaders from Cedar Hill, DeSoto, and Duncanville joined
Dallas County Commissioner John Wiley Price and other Dallas County officials,
and key representatives from Dallas Water Utilities and NCTCOG for a ribboncutting ceremony at 1500 N. Duncanville Road to mark the completion of this $10
million multi-city infrastructure project.
“The Wintergreen Road Project’s successful completion is further evidence of how
collaboration between the Best Southwest Partnership, of which the City of
Duncanville is a proud member, and Dallas County can positively impact the lives
of citizens. Beyond the upgraded driving surface and other needed improvements,
our cities’ residents can now enjoy wider sidewalks and bike lanes along this road,”
said Duncanville’s Mayor Barry L. Gordon.
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WINTERGREEN RIBBON CUTTING, CONTINUED...
Specifically, this project improved Wintergreen Road at its intersections with
Duncanville Road and with Main Street by constructing four new traffic lanes,
building a new bridge over Stewart Branch Creek, and improving box culverts on
Duncanville Road for required storm drainage and FEMA and local flood plain
compliance. A new traffic signal has been installed at the Main Street intersection
to promote motorist and pedestrian safety. Additionally, more than 1,300 linear
feet of 96-inch water main pipes were installed by Dallas Water Utilities to meet
projected water needs of South Dallas County for the next 50 years.
Wintergreen Road and Duncanville Road are critical parts of the Master
Thoroughfare Plans from the Cities of Cedar Hill, DeSoto, and Duncanville and
these improvements will enhance mobility within all three cities. The project also
widened sidewalks, added bike lanes in both directions along Duncanville Road,
constructed a trail along the west side of Duncanville Road, and made parking
improvements for the Windmill Hill Preserve.
Wintergreen Road Project limits are from Main Street and Wintergreen Road
intersection to 1,300 feet east and from the intersection to 900 feet south on
Duncanville Road.
“The Wintergreen Road project is just
one example of the great things the
Best Southwest cities accomplish as we
work closely together with our
partners,” said Cedar Hill Mayor
Stephen Mason. “This project is a huge
investment in safe and efficient traffic
flow at the intersection of three
different cities. We appreciate Dallas
County’s support for this and other
important infrastructure improvements
in the region.”
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WINTERGREEN RIBBON CUTTING, CONTINUED...
The involvement of Dallas County Commissioner John Wiley Price reinforced this
strong regional partnership and Commissioner Price made sure to acknowledge
the key role that the contractor played in this massive infrastructure project. Said
Commissioner Price, “Texas Standard Construction, LTD has been a trusted
partner for collaborating and producing the project.”
The Wintergreen Road Project was engineered by Dal-Tech and contractor Texas
Standard Construction began construction in August 2019. It was initially projected
to be completed by the summer of 2021; however, multiple factors including
manpower and supply shortages tied to the Coronavirus Pandemic resulted in a
revised construction schedule. But all of the entities involved persevered to ensure
that this vital project was completed.
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WINTERGREEN RIBBON CUTTING, CONTINUED...
“The Cities of DeSoto, Cedar Hill, and Duncanville routinely partner with each
other because we understand the importance of working together and leveraging
our combined resources so that we can accomplish more in our cities and our
region,” stated DeSoto Mayor Rachel L. Proctor in a statement delivered on her
behalf by DeSoto City Councilmember Crystal Chism. Proctor’s statement added,
“The Wintergreen Road project could not have succeeded had it not been for the
incredibly high level of cooperation and communication that took place from the
planning phase through our ribbon cutting between our partner cities, Dallas
County, City of Dallas Water Utilities, and the North Central Texas Council of
Governments. DeSoto is proud of what we accomplished and to be a part of this
great team!”

Former Duncanville City Councilmember
Grady Smithey and Wife Judy were on
hand to celebrate the competition of a
project that he helped get underway.

Kevin Moore and Managing Director Chris
Glover from DeSoto Parks & Recreation,
SWRCC Managing Director Tamara Bell
and DeSoto Police Chief Joe Costa.

(From Left to Right) DeSoto City
Councilmember Nicole Raphiel, Dallas
County Commissioner John Wiley Price,
DeSoto City Councilmember Crystal Chism,
and DeSoto City Manager Brandon Wright

For a summary of the main elements of the Wintergreen Road Project view the
project fact sheet at https://bit.ly/3EGwGra
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH: CITY UPDATES
A CONVERSATION WITH DESOTO CITY MANAGER
BRANDON WRIGHT
There is a lot going on in DeSoto with many
more things planned for the future, so
DeSoto: In-Depth reached out to City
Manager Brandon Wright as a way to tie
everything together for viewers on this
week’s episode.
DeSoto: In-Depth host Matt Smith first
asked City Manager Wright for an overview
of the Hampton Road Redevelopment
Project and Wright noted that Hampton
Road is probably the biggest and single
most important project that the City has
right now in terms of what the future of our
community is and what we want it to be.
Wright put the development of Hampton
Road in context by pointing out, “Our
community is known for great homes, a
great place to live, but we don’t really have
an area of our City yet that is known as a
place to go to enjoy. To go to retail, and
restaurants, to just hang out for a little
while. And if we were to bring together the
housing stock that we have, the great
neighborhoods, the great services that our
City provides and also build on that with
this great retail area, this great restaurant
area we want Hampton Road to be, I think
DeSoto becomes a major city player in the
DFW region with that.”
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH: CITY UPDATES,
CONTINUED...
Wright heralded the recent announcement that the City of DeSoto and our City
Council had reached an agreement with a high-profile Celebrity Chef to bring
their restaurant to DeSoto as promising news for the future of our Hampton Road
Project. Said City Manager Wright, “First of all, we are so excited to have Tiffany
Derry and Tom Foley, her partner, in on one of the very first announcements that
we have on Hampton Road about what we want Hampton Road to be in the future.
Having a chef as talented as her culinary expertise and just bringing that type of a
location here to DeSoto. A chef of that caliber really says something about the
potential in the future for Hampton Road.”
One major project that will encourage more targeted development and
improvements Citywide is DeSoto’s Comprehensive Land Use Study that will serve
as a blueprint for the City’s future development. Wright discussed how this
blueprint will be viewed favorably by developers and businesses because it will
identify opportunities for growth for many years to come.
DeSoto’s marketing and branding efforts will also help
shape the way that the outside world views DeSoto now
and in the future and Wright provided viewers with a
detailed update of where we are and what steps are
coming next.
Other issues tackled by our City Manager included the
DeSoto Police Departments Focused Crime Reduction
Initiatives, the development of an Aquatic Center at
Curtistene S. McCowan Park, and several upcoming
summer events including the Best Southwest Everything
Teen Expo 2022, Crawfish Festival, our upcoming July
4th Celebration.
You can view this week’s edition of DeSoto: In-Depth
on-demand via YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/nhfc3n8p
or Facebook Page: https://tinyurl.com/yckpjfct
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
To the Registered Voters of the City of DeSoto, Texas:
A General Election is hereby ordered to be held on May 7, 2022 to elect:
Mayor Place 1
Councilmember Place 3
Councilmember Place 5
Early Voting in DeSoto will be conducted at: Disciple Central Community Church
(Youth Room) located at 901 North Polk Street, Suite 101, DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Election Day voting will be conducted at the following 8 locations:
Disciple Central Community Church (Youth Room) located at 901 North Polk
Street, Suite 101
Faith Bible Church – Auditorium located at 1437 West Pleasant Run Road
Belt Line Conference Center located at 200 East Belt Line Road
Cockrell Hill Elementary School – Gym located at 425 South Cockrell Hill Road
The Meadows Elementary School – Gym located at 1016 The Meadows
Parkway
Ruby Young Elementary School – Gym located at 707 Young Boulevard
DeSoto East Middle School - Gym/BLCC located at 601 East Belt Line Road
DeSoto High School - Dyer Gym 3 Foyer located at 600 Eagle Drive
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DESOTO ARTS COMMISSION
CALL FOR ARTISTS: PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITY
ELIGIBILITY
Professional artists who are legally
eligible to work in the US and ages 18
and older may apply. No public art
experience is necessary. Submissions
not meeting eligibility requirements
will not be considered. Artists
applying for this opportunity may
also be considered for future
commissions.

Deadline for Submissions
2:00PM CST; May 20, 2022

Request for Qualifications

Reflection Walk commemorating the
Black Lives Matter Movement
The City of DeSoto is seeking to
commission an artist or team of
artists to design and produce an
original public art installation as a
Reflection Walk to be located along
the Roy Orr Trail.
The walking trail is a highly accessible destination used for passive recreation
nestled within a partially wooded limestone escarpment.
The artwork will be installed along the trail in the area between the low water
crossing behind DeSoto Town Center and Ernie Roberts Park. Work can be
installed on or adjacent to the path, on the pavement or suspended from the trees.
This public art project is conceived as a monument to commemorate the Black
Lives Matter Movement.
Email Questions to:
Full Packet:
kathy.jones@desototexas.gov, and
https://tinyurl.com/yypszfzb
nutucker@desototexas.gov.
Or Scan this QR Code
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
BEST SOUTHWEST EVERYTHING TEEN EXPO THIS
SATURDAY
The DeSoto Public Library’s MEGA
teen event is back! The Best
Southwest Everything Teen Expo
2022 is nearly here and it is sure to
be the TEEN SIGNATURE EVENT of
the year in the Best Southwest area!
It will be held on Saturday, April 30
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at DeSoto
Town Center, 211 E. Pleasant Run
Road, DeSoto, Texas 75115.
We are calling all teens ages 12 – 18
to
participate!
Connect
with
professionals while learning about
valuable resources, services, and programs designed especially for teens. The goal
is for teens to build meaningful and positive relationships with their community
and to showcase teens in a positive way.
This one-day event will feature empowering workshop seminars, motivational
speakers, a teen job fair, a prom fashion show, live entertainment, giveaways and
more. Special guests include award-winning Hip-Hop Artist ShySpeaks, Hip-Hop
Artists AX2 and Deja, event host and radio personality Cat Daddy with K104 –FM,
and DJ LC The “Dapper” MC with News 8 Daybreak just to name a few. Our
featured attractions will be the Dallas College Lab-on-the-Go Trailer, Don’t Mess
with Texas Trailer, 3D STEM workshops, hair and make-up demos and more.
Teens may register for this free event at
www.desototexas.gov/everythingteenexpo.
Teens will earn community service hours for participating.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS, CONTINUED...
SPOTLIGHT ON TEEN EXPO INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS
The DeSoto Public Library will
be providing over 30 different
interactive
workshops
for
teens at this Saturday's Teen
Expo! Topics include character
development for teens, teen
dating violence prevention,
acting and filmmaking, and
many more.
Some workshop highlights:
R-E-S-P-E-C-T: A Conversation
About What It Means To Us
Minding My Teen Mental Health
Business
Find Your Debt-Free Pathway to
College
Power of You(th) Drunk Driving
Prevention

All teens that participate in the Teen Expo workshops will receive
community service hours.
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WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

MAY 2022
02

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION |
FIRE STATION #2 AT 206 S
PARKS DRIVE

1:00 PM

02

DESOTO ARTS COMMISSION
MEETING | COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM

6:00 PM

03

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

05

KEEP DESOTO BEAUTIFUL
BOARD MEETING | CIVIC
CENTER

6:30 PM

05

DESOTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING|
MULTI PURPOSE ROOM

7:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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April Promotions!
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Flores Barrera,
David

FT

04.18.2022

Development

Traffic Technician

