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VON MILLER DAY
THOUSANDS CELEBRATE VON MILLER DAY AT ZEIGER PARK
On Saturday, April 16, several thousand DFW area residents converged on DeSoto’s
Zeiger Park to celebrate the 5th Annual Von Miller Day with DeSoto’s most famous
Eagle, and now Buffalo Bill, Von Miller!
The skies were overcast but the dispositions of the event-goers were bright and
sunny. The core of the crowd consisted of DeSoto residents who have known Von
Miller throughout their lives but there were many from other parts of the
Metroplex who drove in for the event and the chance to meet DeSoto’s Favorite
Son for the first time. And many came sporting Von Miller replica jerseys from his
days with the Aggies, Broncos, and a couple of lucky folks who actually had his new
replica Bills jerseys!
The event, which was hosted and funded by Miller himself, included free shirts, a
wide variety of food trucks, and autographs for those who braved the wait for
DeSoto’s own Super Bowl standout!
The Von Miller Day celebration is just one of the ways that Von and his family have
continued to give back to the community that has loved and supported Miller
during all of the stages of his career from the turf of Eagle Stadium to the oftenfrozen tundra of Buffalo, NY. Thank you to Von Miller and the Miller family for all
that they do to make DeSoto such a warm and welcoming place to live! Best of luck
in Buffalo #40!
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NATIONAL PUBLIC-SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATOR
WEEK
DESOTO CELEBRATING THE SWRCC DEPARTMENT!
SWRCC had a blast celebrating National Public-Safety Telecommunicator Week
last week. "We patted ourselves on the back, laughed, cracked jokes, and ate LOTS
of food" Director Tamara Bell shared. This was done all while remembering the
department's mission as emergencies never hit pause for celebration time.
Members from each of our tri-cities and the Chamber of Commerce provided
food and treats for the department. Thank you to the members of the City Council
and City Management who stopped by to thank dispatchers with goodies in hand.
"Our tummies were full and our hearts were blessed from the appreciation shown
towards us and of course the Proclamations by Mayors Proctor and Mason (Cedar
Hill). We’re looking forward to doing this again next year, same time," Bell said.
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NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT - ROUND 2
ANNOUNCEMENT
HOA and Neighborhood Representatives,
The deadline to submit applications for Round 2 of the FY 2022 Neighborhood
Matching Grant Program was Friday, April 15. The list below shows the applicants
that successfully requested funding for this round. Since these grants are awarded
and not guaranteed as in the first round, a committee of up to seven individuals
who are members of active HOA's not participating in the second round will be
selected at a later date to make recommendations to the City Council to approve
the disbursement of funds. Approved grants will be awarded in May 2022.

Congratulations to the following Associations
that will be considered for funding:
Brighton Estates
Candle Meadow
Chapel Hill
Churchill Estates
Club Parc
Crystal Creek Ridge
DeSoto Ranch
Elerson Trace West
Enclave at Thorntree
Frost Farms II
Frost Oaks

Kentsdale Farms
Oakmont
Parkerville Meadows
Silver Creek Estates
Silver Creek Meadows
St. Andrews Place
Stillwater Canyon
Thorntree Estates
Westmoreland Estates
Wildwood Addition
Windmill Hill I & III

If you submitted an application but do not appear on this list, please contact Becky
Lewis at (972) 230-9643 immediately. We will need to establish proof of an
attempted submission to still be considered for Round 2.
Thank you for participating and we look forward to enjoying your efforts to
#KeepDeSotoBeautiful!!
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH
DESOTO: IN-DEPTH SHARES SOME IMPORTANT SAFETY
TIPS FOR SEVERE WEATHER SEASON
This week’s DeSoto: In-Depth focused on how residents can stay safe during
Severe Weather Season, which normally runs from March to May. Since this is
North Texas, a good rule of thumb is to be prepared for severe weather at ALL
times.
Regional Emergency Management Operations Coordinator Lauren Sanchez and
DeSoto Fire Rescue Chief Bryan Southard, who are two of the key area officials who
deal with weather-related emergencies, joined program-host Matt Smith for a
detailed conversation about actions that everyone can take to be prepared and
even save some money.
One of the main ways to avoid trouble is to stay “Weather Aware.” That means
frequently checking the National Weather Service in Ft. Worth's forecasts on social
media. Also, stay tuned to favorite local TV news stations that also provide
downloadable apps for smartphones that provide alerts and audible warnings that
dangerous weather is about to strike.
One of the best ways to receive alerts for
free is to sign up for DeSoto’s Code Red
emergency notification system. For more
info or to register online go to
https://www.desototexas.gov/codered
A very important fact that came out during
the broadcast was that there is a State of
Texas Sales Tax Holiday for Emergency
Supply Purchases that begins at 12:01 a.m. on
Saturday, April 23 and ends at midnight on
Monday, April 25.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH, CONTINUED...
Some of the items that can be purchased in Texas exempt from State Sales Tax
include household batteries, fuel containers, flashlights priced at less than $75, and
portable generators priced at less than $3,000.
For purchases made online, note that delivery, shipping, handling, and
transportation charges are part of the sales price. If the emergency preparation
supply being purchased is taxable, the delivery charge is also taxable. Consider
these charges when determining whether an emergency preparation supply can be
purchased tax-free during the holiday.
Other examples of items that will be tax
free during that period include mobile
telephone batteries and mobile telephone
chargers. Portable self-powered two-way
and weather band radios (including
battery operated).
Weather radios are very effective sources
for weather alerts and often come with
built-in flash and strobe lights, audible
alarms, and recharging features such as a
hand crank or solar pane.

Here are a few links to where you can get
information about the best-rated weather
radios:
https://www.weather.gov/mob/nwrhelp
https://www.popularmechanics.com/advent
ure/outdoor-gear/g36319121/best-noaaweather-radios/

You can find out more about this Severe
Weather Supplies Tax-Free opportunity
at
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/pu
blications/98-1017.php and you can
watch this broadcast on-demand at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/vi
deos/523444485848690
or https://desototx.swagit.com/live
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
To the Registered Voters of the City of DeSoto, Texas:
A General Election is hereby ordered to be held on May 7, 2022 to elect:
Mayor Place 1
Councilmember Place 3
Councilmember Place 5
Ordered January 18, 2022
Early Voting and Election Day voting will be conducted at Disciple Central
Community Church (Youth Room) located at 901 North Polk Street, Suite 101,
DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to the Early Voting Clerk:
Michael Scarpello, Dallas County Elections Administrator
1520 Round Table Drive Dallas, Texas 75247
Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than the close of business
on Tuesday, April 26, 2022.
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by common or contract carrier but does not
have a postmark or delivery receipt must be received by the early voting clerk
by 7:00 pm on Election Day.
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION, CONTINUED...
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by mail or common or contract carrier from
within the United States and is postmarked or accompanied by a delivery
receipt showing the voter submitted the ballot for delivery by 7:00 pm on
Election Day must arrive by 5:00 pm on the next business day after Election
Day.
A ballot that is hand delivered must be received by the early voting clerk by
7:00 pm on Election Day. A ballot that is mailed from overseas and is
postmarked or accompanied by a delivery receipt showing the voter submitted
the ballot for delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day must arrive by 5:00 pm on
the 5th day after Election Day (or the next business day after the 5th day after
Election Day, if the 5th day falls on a weekend or holiday).
If you are faxing or emailing your Application for Ballot by Mail, please note: The
original application (hard copy) MUST ALSO BE submitted by mail and be received
by Dallas County Elections Department no later than the fourth (4th) business day
after the fax and/or email (scanned application must contain voter’s original
signature) was received.

I hereby certify that the above notice was posted on the bulletin boards and on the
city website on April 17, 2022 and on April 24, 2022 in the Focus Daily Newspaper,
for the General Election to be held on Saturday, May 7, 2022.
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A POLL WORKER?!

Dallas County Elections Department (DCED) is still hiring poll workers for the
upcoming May and June Elections. If you know someone interested in becoming
an Election Judge or Clerk, please share this link with them:
https://www.dallascountyvotes.org/working-at-the-polls-interest/?lang=es
There they can find more information about job requirements and duties. If you or
someone you know is interested in working as a Spanish or Vietnamese
interpreter, you can share this link with them:
https://www.dallascountyvotes.org/working-at-the-polls-interest/?lang=es
Please complete the Poll Worker Interest Form on the DCED's website, and their
staff will reach out to you with training options.
https://www.dallascountyvotes.org/working-at-the-polls-interest/
For additional information, please contact Dallas County at (469) 627-VOTE (8683)
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APPLICATION FOR BALLOT TO VOTE BY MAIL
DEADLINE IS APRIL 26, 2022
To vote by mail, you must first apply for a ballot. The Dallas County Elections
office does not send out applications or ballots without a specific request from the
voter. Dallas County Elections office must receive your application no later than
the close of business 11 days before election day for both regular and Federal Post
Card Applications (FPCA) (per H.B. 1927 law effective 9/1/2015). If the deadline
falls on a weekend, the last day to apply is the preceding Friday. If the deadline
falls on a state or federal holiday, the ballot must be received on the preceding
business day.
Mail your application for a ballot to or if
you choose to use a contract carrier,
applications can be delivered to:
Michael J Scarpello- Early Voting Clerk
Dallas County Elections
1520 Round Table Drive
Dallas, Texas 75247
Fax your application for a ballot to:
Fax: (214) 819-6303
Email your application for a ballot to:
evapplications@dallascounty.org
(Must be a scanned application that
contains the voter’s original signature)
Election
May 7 - Joint and Constitutional
Amendment Election
May 24 - Primary Runoff
Nov 8 - General Election

If you are faxing or emailing your
Application for Ballot by Mail, please
note: The original application (hard
copy) MUST ALSO BE submitted by
mail and be received by the Dallas
County Election’s office no later than
the fourth (4th) business day after
the fax and/or email was received.
Dallas County can accept an
application in person directly from
the individual voter, 11th day before
Election Day.
To check if you are eligible to vote by
mail and/or see the new changes to
the application, please visit Dallas
County
Votes
website
at:
https://www.dallascountyvotes.org
/absenteevoting/ or contact them at
469.627.VOTE (8683)
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DESOTO TEEN COUNCIL UPDATES
The DeSoto Teen Council hosted their
monthly board meeting on April 13 where
they discussed programming in the Summer
as well as plans for next school year.
On Tuesday, April 19, the DeSoto Teen
Council was recognized at City Council for
their hard work this past year. Members
have obtained over 300 hours of community
service since October 2021!
On Wednesday, April 20, the DeSoto Teen Council engaged in dialogue
with Councilmember Kay Brown-Patrick, Councilmember Dinah Marks,
Councilmember Nicole Raphiel, Economic Development Director Matt
Carlson, Assistant to the City Manager Esther Williams, and Fire Training
Coordinator Charnicia Curtis. This was the third Civic Engagement
Dinner hosted to provide an opportunity for teens to be engaged in the
municipal government system. City Council members, City staff, and
teens had a spirited conversation that centered around DeSoto ISD, the
City's economy, and vision of a safe and healthy community.
DeSoto Teen Council Staff Liaison Sydney
Elliott will be presenting on Teen
Engagement
in
Communities
in
September at the annual conference for
National Recreation and Park Association.
For additional information pertaining to
the DeSoto Teen Council, please contact
Sydney Elliott at selliott@desototexas.gov
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
BEST SOUTHWEST EVERYTHING TEEN EXPO SPOTLIGHT
The DeSoto Public Library’s MEGA teen
event is back! Plans for the Best Southwest
Everything Teen Expo 2022 are underway
and it is sure to be the TEEN SIGNATURE
EVENT of the year in the Best Southwest
area! It will be held on Saturday, April 30
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at DeSoto Town
Center, 211 E. Pleasant Run Road, DeSoto,
Texas 75115.
We are calling all teens ages 12 – 18 to participate! Connect with
professionals while learning about valuable resources, services, and
programs designed especially for teens. The goal is for teens to build
meaningful and positive relationships with their community and to
showcase teens in a positive way.
This one-day event will feature empowering workshop seminars,
motivational speakers, a teen job fair, a prom fashion show, live
entertainment, giveaways, and more. Special guests include awardwinning Hip-Hop Artist ShySpeaks, Hip-Hop Artists AX2 and Deja, event
host and radio personality Cat Daddy with K104 –FM, and DJ LC The
“Dapper” MC with News 8 Daybreak just to name a few. Our featured
attractions will be the Dallas College Lab-on-the-Go Trailer, Don’t Mess
with Texas Trailer, 3D STEM workshops, hair and make-up demos, and
more.
Teens may register for this free event at :
www.desototexas.gov/everythingteenexpo.
Teens will earn community service hours for participating.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS, CONTINUED...
VOTING RESOURCES AT THE LIBRARY
Volunteers from the League of
Women Voters of Dallas (a
nonpartisan organization) will be
in the DeSoto Public Library lobby on Wednesday, April 27 from 10:00
am to 12:00 pm. The volunteers will be available to answer general
questions about voting and assist with voter registration.
Public computers are also available within the library for patrons to
find or print out information about voting. New to the area? Voter
registration cards in English or Spanish are also available in the library.

NEW RECORD FOR TAX ASSISTANCE
The AARP Tax-Aide program, which
provides IRS-certified volunteers for
free tax return preparation, was able
to break a new record at the DeSoto
Public Library! The volunteer team
processed 300 tax returns for the
2021 tax year. Thank you to our
dedicated
2022
AARP
Tax-Aide
volunteer team!
Contact the DeSoto Public Library starting in February 2023 for
additional tax assistance appointments.
Patrons who still need IRS tax forms can
request them at the DeSoto Public Library
Information Desk. Public computers are also
available to view or print out IRS tax forms or
worksheets.
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PROJECT UPDATES
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ROOTS CHICKEN SHAK COMING TO DESOTO!
The DeSoto City Council has approved an economic incentive package from the
DeSoto Development Corporation to bring Roots Chicken Shak, the home of
Tiffany Derry’s famous duck fat-fried chicken operated by purpose-driven
hospitality group T2D Concepts, to the area’s forthcoming Hampton Road
development project.
The DeSoto partnership is T2D Concepts’ next actionable step toward achieving
its vision of expanding the restaurant’s footprint to bring chef-quality food to
underserved areas and ownership opportunities to historically marginalized
community members. Founded by Derry and her business partner Tom Foley, T2D
Concepts aims to bridge the gender and racial wealth gap in the hospitality
industry through the power of good food and its social entrepreneurial business
model.
“When a community serves as the host to a restaurant from T2D Concepts, they’re
getting a company committed to nourishing the community and driving justice
and opportunity for those who have been historically denied a seat at the table,”
declared DeSoto Mayor Rachel L. Proctor. “Aside from being a talented chef who
has satisfied the food cravings of everyone from school children to President
Barak Obama, we appreciate the fact that Tiffany, together with her business
partner, Tom, have tirelessly crusaded for social change and for creating
opportunities for women and minorities.”
DeSoto will be Roots Chicken Shak’s
third location and first freestanding structure, adding an option
for drive-through service. In line
with the concept’s high culinary
standards, the new location will
boast a menu inspired by Derry’s
Southern upbringing that utilizes
locally sourced, fresh ingredients
prepared with proprietary methods
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ROOTS CHICKEN SHAK, CONTINUED...
and spices. Here, duck-fat fried chicken is the star and will be served in many
forms – from wings and tenders to salads and sandwiches.
“We founded T2D Concepts to serve great food, deliver great service, spark
meaningful conversation, and create community impact and we are thrilled that
the City of DeSoto has embraced our mission,” said T2D Co-Founder Tom Foley.
“We are honored to be part of DeSoto’s important redevelopment project and look
forward to partnering with the Council to create great impact in the community.”
For more information, visit rootschickenshak.com.

ABOUT TIFFANY DERRY
Beaumont, Texas native Tiffany Derry is co-founder
of T2D Concepts, the Texas-based purpose-driven
hospitality group behind Roots Chicken Shak, Roots
Southern Table, and ‘Shef Tiffany spice and apparel
line. Denied from her first cooking job at the age of
15 because of her race and gender, Tiffany has risen
her way through the culinary ranks to run her own
restaurant concepts, appear on national television,
and cook for President Obama at the White House.
Tiffany serves as a member of Les Dames
d’Escoffier, and is a spokesperson for the James
Beard Foundation’s sustainability efforts. Tiffany
makes regular appearances as a judge and
contestant on television shows including Chopped,
Chopped Kids, Top Chef, The Great American
Recipe, Beat Bobby Flay, Tournament of
Champions, The Great American Soul Food Cookoff, Bar Rescue, Top Chef Junior, Top Chef
Amateurs, and more. Connect with Tiffany on
Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter.
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ABOUT T2D CONCEPTS
T2D Concepts is the hospitality group behind
Roots Chicken Shak, Roots Southern Table,
and ‘Shef Tiffany’ (spice and apparel line)
founded on passion, principle, purpose, and
profit (in that order). Fueled by a spirit of
service and a deep-rooted hunger to drive
social change, Co-Founders Chef Tiffany
Derry and Tom Foley, Esq. aim to bridge the
gender and racial wealth gap in the
hospitality industry through the power of
good food and meaningful dialogue around
the table. Chef Tiffany’s authentic approach
to Southern cooking landed her on the 2022
James Beard Award finalist for Best Chef:
Texas and, together with Tom’s focus on
service, Roots Southern Table is a James 2022
James Beard finalist for Best New Restaurant
in the US. T2D Concepts’ vision expands
beyond the restaurants’ doors to create
lasting change in the communities they
serve. Tom and Tiffany are also fierce
advocates for social justice and equity across
gender, race, and food access. From
advocating on the Hill for sustainable food
policies to providing opportunities for
females and people of color to become
business owners, Tom and Tiffany invite you
to the table to partake in great food and
stimulating conversations to create a better
world for all. For more information, visit
t2dconcepts.com.
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DESOTO'S COMMUNITY GARDEN
In the City of DeSoto Strategic Plan, an objective under the Beautiful
City Goal is to maintain, enhance, and preserve green spaces and trails.
In an effort to address the initiative pertaining to "Partnering with
nonprofit or community organizations to provide education and
encourage preservation of green spaces", the DeSoto Parks & Recreation
Department collaborated with the DeSoto ISD agriculture department to
enhance the development of the community garden. This partnership
started in November of 2021. One of the fringe benefits will be providing
food from the garden to seniors who attend the DeSoto Senior Center
and residents of DeSoto at large. The first Harvest is scheduled in July of
2022!
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COMPUTER UPDATES
LIBRARY PROGRESS
In the DeSoto Public Library, existing public computers were between five and ten
years old, with only approximately 50% of them in the City's equipment
replacement program and under factory warranty. Staff from the Library & IT
Departments purchased and added all computers to the FY 2022 replacement
schedule. Under the new system, computers will be replaced every five years and
be under full factory warranty during their service lives, per IT Department
standards. This collaborative project includes Library team member Trevor Hunter
and IT team members Clemente Hernandez and Jarrod Wright.
This team has successfully built
new Windows images and replaced
45 Library public-use computers in
the following areas:
(40) Open public-use
(2) Supervised, restricted use –
patron managed directly by
Library staff in one-on-one
sessions
(3) Catalog-only access

The public spaces where these
updates have been made are:
Public computer lab (24)
Venable room (10)
Teen area: (6)
Adult reference desk (1)
Children’s desk (1)
Various
areas
as
catalog
computers (3)

To do this, the rollout team created a master image that includes Windows 10,
Office 2019, and various user-accessible applications for multimedia
creation/editing,
teleconferencing,
etc.
Machines
are
restricted/locked/managed via software from Envisionware (PC Reservation,
LPT:One), Faronics (Deep Freeze, WINSelect) and SoftPerfect (Bandwidth Limiter).
All machines reset to a freshly imaged state on restart.
Machines were ordered late October 2021. Image development began in
November. Computers arrived in March 2022 with a project completion date
estimated at May 31, 2022 to include server and client-side updates as necessary.
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COMPUTER UPDATES, CONTINUED...
LIBRARY PROGRESS, CONTINUED...
Current completion rates include the following: Public computer lab: 28 of 30
computers installed (93% complete); Venable Room: 10 of 10 installed (100%); Teen
area: 6 of 6 installed (100%); Adult reference desk: 0 of 1 installed (0%, pending
custom restricted-use image creation/testing); Children’s desk: 0 of 1 installed
(0%, pending custom restricted-use image creation/testing); Catalog computers:
0 of 3 installed (0%, pending custom kiosk-style image creation/testing)

OTHER IT PROJECT UPDATES
IT Staff have also been busy building new Windows images and replacing 63 staff
computers in the following areas: (3) CMO/City Secretary, (3) Development
Services, (8) Finance/Purchasing, (2) Fire, (6) Information Technology, (7) Library,
(6) Court, (5) Parks, (22) Police, and (1) Public Utilities.
Machines were ordered in late October 2021. Image development began in
November. Computers began arriving in December. The project completion date is
estimated to be June 30, 2022. The current completion rates include the following:
CMO/City Secretary: 2 of 3 computers installed (67% complete); Development
Services: 1 of 3 installed (33%); Finance/Purchasing: 7 of 8 (88%); Fire: 2 of 2
(100%); Information Technology: 3 of 6 (50%); Library: 3 of 7 (43%); Court: 5 of 6
(83%); Parks: 5 of 5 (100%); Police: 17 of 22 (77%); Public Utilities: 1 of 1 (100%).
Overall, 46 of 63 computers have been imaged at a total of 73% complete.
IT staff also replaced 2 Hyper-V host servers and their replica partners. Servers
were ordered late December 2021 and arrived in January 2022. The project was
completed January 2022 in which 4 of 4 servers were installed in the IT
Department.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

APRIL/MAY 2022
25

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION BOARD
MEETING | COUNCIL CONF RM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

26

PLANNING & ZONING MEETING
| CITY HALL

6:00 PM

27

WINTERGREEN ROAD RIBBON
CUTTING CEREMONY | 1451 N.
DUNCANVILL ROAD

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

03

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

05

KEEP DESOTO BEAUTIFUL
BOARD MEETING | CIVIC
CENTER

6:30 PM

05

DESOTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING|
MULTI PURPOSE ROOM

7:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

24

April Transfers
Transfers

Status

Effective Date

Dept

Position

Diaz, Jose

FT

04.02.2022

SWRCC

Dispatch Supervisor

Evans, Ronald

FT

04.04.2022

Parks

Maintenance Worker

Flores Barrera,
David

FT

04.18.2022

Parks

Maintenance Worker

