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DESOTO IN-DEPTH
THIS WEEK’S DESOTO: IN-DEPTH PREVIEWS THE DESOTO
WORKS! JOB FAIR COMING APRIL 21ST
The DeSoto Works! Job Fair, a mainstay for
DeSoto’s job seekers for the past several
years, is returning on April 21 with a new and
improved virtual format.
We wanted to take a more in-depth look at
this year’s DeSoto Works! Job Fair and asked
a few of the key organizers to join us on our
most recent broadcast of DeSoto: In-Depth
to share the DeSoto Works! details. Guests
included Pastor Marcus King of Disciple
Central Community Church (DC3), Vanessa
Sterling, President of the DeSoto Chamber of
Commerce, and Steven Bridges of Workforce
Solutions Greater Dallas
Steven Bridges noted that Workforce Solutions handles job fairs throughout the
Metroplex and that they are seeing an across-the-board demand for workers and
that there are more than enough jobs to go around. In fact, he said that there is a
worker shortage.
Bridges felt that the current virtual format, adopted last year due to pandemicrelated health considerations, will make it much easier for job fair participants to
find work. “When the Pandemic first hit, we had to find a way to service our
employers and our job seekers remotely so we think that this virtual aspect is just
going to be a great benefit to them, and they’ve even improved on it through the
years.”
This week’s DeSoto: In-Depth broadcast was conducted as a Zoom meeting to
accommodate several guests at different locations. During the broadcast, Steven
Bridges shared his screen to give viewers a preview of what they’ll see when they
tune in for the DeSoto Works! Job Fair on April 21.
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DESOTO IN-DEPTH, CONTINUED...
Bridges observed that the virtual fair will make
participants feel like they are there in person,
“It’s really cool because when they log in,
balloons will be flying, the flags will be waiving,
people will be walking around talking to each
other on there so it is basically a virtual job fair.
Then they’ll scroll down and they can actually go
into a hallway that has a host of employers. Each
of the employers will have their own booth and
office. They can click on that, review the jobs
that they might be interested in, then click to
chat with the employer.”
Pastor Marcus King, who has previously hosted in-person job fairs at his DC3
Church, said during the broadcast that he has been talking to many church and
community members about what they’ll be looking for at the fair. “Many of them
are looking for their first job, or they are just trying to transition to a new career.
Many businesses have shifted so many are looking for a different type of job, and
when we look at all of these things and the conversations that they’re having they
want more income, some have going back to school, some are just looking to
diversify their portfolio in many ways, so there are a lot of people looking for jobs.”
DeSoto is also a Veteran friendly city, and while the job fair is open to all residents
seeking employment, Veterans will be pleased to learn that they will be given a
preference because of all that they have done for DeSoto and the nation.
The conversation also addressed DeSoto’s Fair Chance Employment Policy that
took effect in DeSoto on January 1, 2022. It is designed to prevent discrimination
against, and the outright rejection of, workers who have been involved in the
justice system but who have already paid their debts to society. DeSoto
recognizes that these are potentially valuable workers who can contribute to the
betterment of our community if given the chance.
You can view this week’s DeSoto: In-Depth Program on-demand on our Facebook
Page at https://bit.ly/37siANy. You can also register for the DeSoto Works! Jobs
Fair via Eventbrite at https://bit.ly/3KoRNAm.
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SEVERE WEATHER SEASON IS UPON US: HERE’S
HOW DESOTO RESIDENTS CAN PREPARE!
Severe weather season in DeSoto and the rest of North Texas runs from March
through May, so it is important that DeSoto residents stay actively aware of the
weather and prepared to take action in order to protect their families and
property.
Staying safe means knowing the forecast at all times and being aware of weather
threats. While the City will help to do its part, the best way to stay connected is to
frequently check the National Weather Service in Ft. Worth forecasts on Social
Media and to watch the weather reports during local news broadcasts
One of the most frequently updated sources of valuable weather information is the
Twitter feed from the National Weather Service in Ft. Worth, and you do not need
to be a Twitter subscriber to access it: twitter.com/NWSFortWorth
A free and easy way to receive such alerts is to sign up for
DeSoto’s Code Red emergency notification system. You can
register online and chose how you receive your alerts (Text,
Email, and/or phone calls)
https://www.desototexas.gov/codered
You should also have multiple sources for automatic alerts that are tied to realtime alerts issued by the National Weather Service.
There are numerous effective weather alert apps available from your favorite local
news stations. You can download these apps on your smartphones, and they
should be available at the official download sources tied to your type of phone.
Once there, you can enter the search term “dfw weather” and several download
choices will be available.
Weather Radios are a fantastic source of emergency weather information and have
added features such as strobe lights, flashlights, multi-band access, and some have
hand cranks or solar chargers in case your batteries get too weak.
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Here are a few links to where you can get
information about the best-rated weather
radios:
https://www.weather.gov/mob/nwrhelp
https://www.popularmechanics.com/adventure/o
utdoor-gear/g36319121/best-noaa-weatherradios/
https://www.southernliving.com/travel/bestweather-radios

Many residents have come to rely on warnings
from Outdoor Emergency Warning Sirens over
the years, but please be aware that these sirens
are only meant to warn residents who are
outside to take shelter inside immediately.
Remember that the proximity of sires to your
home, the type of material from which your
home is constructed, and the noise of the storm
may make the warning sirens more difficult to
hear. The main purpose of these Outdoor
Emergency Warning Sirens is to warn those
outdoors to seek shelter indoors ASAP. Also, on
Wednesday, April 6, the City of DeSoto tested
its Outdoor Emergency Warning Sirens and the
results went well. You can view a video of this
test here:
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/
1082248962637413
The National Weather Service published an
extensive amount of safety information related
to the arrival of Severe Weather Season, and
they are pleased to share their information in
English and in Spanish.
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FOOD TRUCK SEASON!
It's Spring Time! Spring flowers start to bloom and the grass turns from brown to
green. Spring Time also beckons the beginning of the Mobile Food Truck and trailer
season. The City of DeSoto is home to a wide variety of food trucks and trailers that
vend in the City offering residents options outside brick and mortar restaurants.
Mobile Food Trucks in DeSoto serve BBQ, Fried Chicken, Crawfish, Shrimp, Catfish,
Shaved Ice, and Beignets just to name a few.
The City of DeSoto Environmental Health Department strives to ensure that these
mobile food trucks and trailers are permitted to vend in DeSoto and are safe to eat
from. The following criteria will help you determine if these mobile food trucks and
trailers are allowed in the City of DeSoto:
Mobile Food trucks and trailers that have been
permitted by the City of Desoto should have the City
of DeSoto Mobile Food Vending Permit Sticker (image
below) affixed to the front Serving Window at all
times. The permit sticker also has an expiration date
so that customers will know if the permit has expired.
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FOOD TRUCK SEASON! CONTINUED...
Mobile Food Units should be maintained in a
clean and sanitary condition during food service
operations.
The grounds around the mobile food unit should
be maintained free of excess litter and trash.
Mobile Food Units are not allowed to vend
inside City of DeSoto Parks or City parking lots
without prior authorization from the City of
DeSoto Parks and Recreation Department.
Mobile Food Units are not permitted to vend in
School Zones, or on City-owned property
without prior authorization.
Lastly, Mobile Food Units are not permitted to
vend from the street and block the public right
of way of traffic on City streets.
If you have any questions about Mobile Food vending call John Malvern, City of
Desoto Environmental Health Inspector, at (972) 230–7308.
If a Mobile Food Unit is without a City of DeSoto Mobile Food Permit or operating
with an expired Mobile Food Permit please call the City of DeSoto Action Center at
(972) 274-2489.
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PARKS & RECREATION UPDATES
CITY WIDE IMPROVEMENTS
Parks Department staff has been busy making improvements throughout DeSoto.
Here are just a few projects they have been working on!

Litter Crew installed trash cans at
median locations with the Keep DeSoto
Beautiful logos on the side.

Staff replaced nine barbeque grills at
Ernie Roberts Park

Improving ADA Access in our community
In an effort to improve access for all abilities
across City-owned facilities, Parks has posted
online forms that residents can fill out to identify
areas within City facilities that need the ADA
Committee to review access routes. You can
click on this link:
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/2101/ADA
This is all part of a larger effort that will be
carried out through the approved ADA Transition
Plan that was approved by City Council on March
1. Click to view the adopted ADA Transition plan.:
https://tinyurl.com/3r4pjw4r
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Register Online bit.ly/3Cb4P1a
Boys and Girls ages 3 to 6.
This is a great way for participants to
develop their motor skills and gain an
understating of basic sports fundamentals.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS AT THE LIBRARY

Stop by the lobby at the DeSoto Public Library next Tuesday, April 12 from 10:00 am
to 12:00 pm to talk with a representative from Workforce Solutions of Greater
Dallas! This is a great opportunity to discover job opportunities in all industries,
including weekly hiring events throughout the area.
Career advancement workshops on resumes, interviewing, workintexas.com
assistance, or the Academy (an online course portal) are also available through
Workforce Solutions of Greater Dallas. Eight Workforce Centers provide free
computer access, along with other resources, so stop by the Library next Tuesday
morning to find out more information.
Can't make it to the next session? Workforce Solutions of Greater Dallas staff are at
the Library every second and fourth Tuesday of the month from 10:00 am to 12:00
pm. Questions? Contact the DeSoto Public Library Information Desk at (972) 2309661.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS EVERY WEEK AT THE LIBRARY
Did you know that there are in-person activities for children every week at the
DeSoto Public Library? Every Tuesday at 4:30 pm, the Library offers fun and
educational after-school enrichment activities for school-aged kids. This program
includes a themed lesson (based on rotating subjects of STEM, Language Arts, and
Social Sciences), plus an experiment, craft, game, and other activity.
Toddler Time story time programs are offered each Wednesday at 10:30 am. This
program, ideal for 0 to 3 year olds, includes book sharing with a focus on basic
concepts and social development, followed by open play.
Pre-School Literacy Class Story Time programs occur each Thursday at 10:30 am.
This program, ideal for 3 - 6 year olds, includes reading time with a focus on
phonics and school readiness, followed by a craft.
These programs are free, with no registration required. For more information,
contact the DeSoto Public Library Children's Desk at (972) 230-9666.
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLIGHTS, CONTINUED...
AARP TAX-AIDE AT THE LIBRARY- ALL BOOKED!
All remaining appointment bookings are now filled
for the AARP Tax-Aide program at the DeSoto
Public Library. To be added to the waiting list if an
appointment is cancelled, or to find an alternate
AARP Tax-Aide library location, please contact the
Library Information Desk at (972) 230-9661.

BEGINNING AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY EVENT
On Saturday, April 9 from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm, the DeSoto Public Library will be
offering a program on beginning African American genealogy with Ari Wilkins. Ms.
Wilkins has spoken nationally at the National Genealogical Society, the Federation
of Genealogical Societies, the Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research,
the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, the Texas Institute of Genealogical Research,
the American Library Association, RootsTech, and a multitude of state and local
societies.

For
more
info,
check
the
Library
events
http://www.desototexas.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=17,33,
Information Desk at 972-230-9661.

calendar
online
at
or call the Library
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PARKS & RECREATION PROJECT UPDATES
On April 5, the DeSoto City Council approved a professional service contract with
SmithGroup architectural firm to provide Architect and Engineering Services for
the indoor aquatic/recreation center at McCowan Park!

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

APRIL 2022
11

VETERANS AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING | CITY
MANAGER'S CONFERENCE RM

6:00 PM

11

DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION SPECIAL
MEETING | COUNCIL CONF RM

6:00 PM

12

PLANNING & ZONING MEETING
| CITY HALL

6:00 PM

13

TEEN COUNCIL BOARD
MEETING | RECREATION
CENTER

6:00 PM

14

DESOTO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING | POLICE
DEPARTMENT TRAINING ROOM

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

18

CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL WORK
SESSION | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

19

DESOTO CITY COUNCIL
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

April New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Aaron Jr, John

FT

04.04.2022

Development

Fondren, Latoya

FT

04.04.2022

Administration

Marketing &
Communications
Coordinator

Robertson,
Sammie

PT

04.04.2022

Parks

Recreation
Attendant

Traffic TechnicianSenior
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