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HOMECOMING CELEBRATION OF THE CITY OF
DESOTO'S 73RD BIRTHDAY!
Someone we all know very well recently celebrated a 73rd birthday. If you are
wondering who it was, it was you, me, and everyone who lives around us in
DeSoto. Because 73 years ago on March 2, 1949, the people living in this area of the
DFW region went to the polls and voted to incorporate DeSoto as a city.
Even though DeSoto was caught between the milestone birthdays of 70 and 75,
Mayor Rachel L. Proctor declared that a celebration was in order and spoke to a
packed City Council Chamber on Saturday morning, March 5. “One thing that we
have learned after two years of dealing with a pandemic is that celebrating
birthdays is important. Celebrating every day is important. And we should never
take it for granted.”
The historic highlight of this
birthday homecoming event came
when Mayor Proctor spoke to
several former Mayors and officials
to hear their unique perspectives
on leading our great City during
their
times
in
office.
The
distinguished
guests
included
former Mayors Richard Rozier,
Michael Hurtt, State Rep. Carl
Sherman, former Mayor Pro Tem
Thelma
Clardy,
and
former
Councilmember Phil Jones. The
discussion was moderated by
Mayor Proctor.
In addition to past leaders, Mayor
Proctor made sure that current
City Council members played an
active role in the celebration.
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HOMECOMING CELEBRATION CONTINUED...
She also reminded them that DeSoto’s past
leadership did some heavy lifting to pave the
way for them and others. Mayor Proctor said,
“Those of us in leadership positions today owe
a tremendous debt of gratitude to our
distinguished predecessors. The lessons that
we learn from our guests today will help us all
to better understand and shoulder the
important responsibility that our residents
have entrusted us with. Thank you all for
making DeSoto the great City that is today
and will continue to be in our future. And that
future is a bright one!”

Former Mayor and current State Representative
Carl Sherman who was in attendance also sent a
letter to the City to commemorate the event
and his correspondence was supplemented by
several other officials who wanted to wish
DeSoto well but who could not be in
attendance. They included Congresswoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson, Senator Royce West,
State Representative Yvonne Davis, and Dallas
County Commissioner John Wiley Price. You
can view their messages on DeSoto's Facebook
pages at:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
vanity=desototx&set=a.324801686342050
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HOMECOMING CELEBRATION CONTINUED...
And no homecoming would be complete without a Homecoming King and Queen,
and their court. You might recognize a few of the faces in these photos. One
person you won’t see in the photo (because he could not attend) is Homecoming
King and former DeSoto Mayor, Colonel Bobby Waddle who was attending the
funeral of a friend he served with in the military.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOME OWNERS
DESOTO IN-DEPTH: DESOTO’S UPCOMING EMERGENCY
HOME REPAIR PROGRAM
The latest edition of DeSoto’s Weekly News and
Information Program DeSoto: In-Depth focused on a
helpful DeSoto program that will be rolled out in the very
near future. The “DeSoto Emergency Home Repair
Program” will make available up to $5,000 in emergency
home repair services for qualified residents meeting HUD
low- to moderate-income criteria who apply and are
accepted while funding is still available. So once the
application period is formally announced, residents who
need an emergency repair should apply promptly.
Program host Matt Smith welcomed City consultant
Robert Joiner of J-QUAD & ASSOCIATES to discuss the
details of this upcoming program. Please view DeSoto: InDepth directly for the details of this conversation at
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/315463643
1418357

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANTS
ROUND 2 APPLICATIONS DUE: DUE MARCH 31 BY 5:00PM
Round Two of the annual Neighborhood Matching Grant
program is now available to registered HOA and
Neighborhood Associations in the City of DeSoto.
The deadline to submit applications for Round Two is
Thursday, March 31 by 5:00 pm, and approved grants will be
awarded in May 2022. The Spring 2022 Program Guidelines
and Spring 2022 Grant Applications can be accessed by
contacting Becky Lewis in the City Manager’s Office at (972)
230-9643.
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DESOTO ISD'S GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS!
LADY EAGLES BACK-TO-BACK TX CHAMPS!
The City of DeSoto is mighty proud of our DeSoto Lady Eagles Basketball Team on
their back-to-back 6-A Texas State Championships! Unlike professional teams that
can claim back-to-back championships with essentially the same roster, this year’s
team went to San Antonio with only a few of the ladies who went to state the first
time around. Last year’s championship, the first ladies BB State Champs in
DeSoto’s history, sent five key players to college on scholarships to learn and play
ball, and this year’s team will send seven student-athletes to universities via
athletic scholarships. In fact, five members of the 2022 DeSoto Lady Eagles
achieved the designation of Academic All-District Members. They are Sa’Myah
Smith, Tionna Herron, Ayanna Thompson, Mylasia Smith, and Makiyah Risby.
If you take a look at the
accompanying photo taken after
the Lady Eagles earned their
second 6-A State Championship,
you’re not just looking at a photo of
a basketball team. You are looking
at a group of young ladies who are
ready to make a difference in the
world both on the court and in life!

We recently asked Mayor Rachel Proctor for her views on the reasons for the Lady
Eagles’ success, and she echoed this same theme. Said Mayor Proctor, “Every girl
on this team is a winner in life and can stand on her own, but I believe that
knowing their City, their Mayor, and people they didn’t know believed in them and
were standing behind them, win or lose, really made the difference!”
Congratulations to our Lady Eagles. You continue to make DeSoto proud!
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A BIG DESOTO “THANK YOU” TO OUR LONGTIME
FIRE CHIEF JERRY DUFFIELD!
One of DeSoto’s best friends, Fire Chief Jerry
Duffield, is moving on to new opportunities
but stressed to us that DeSoto will remain an
important part of who he is and that he will
keep in regular contact with his City of
DeSoto family and friends. For that reason,
we are saying “See you around,” to Chief
Duffield rather than “farewell.” Chief Duffield
will explain this shortly but first wanted to
answer a few of the questions that we posed
to him about his experiences here in the
DeSoto community.

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR
LASTING IMPRESSIONS OF
DESOTO?
One thing I will always remember is how
loving a community DeSoto is. After coming
from another North Dallas community for 26
years, and working with Mayor Sherman and
Mayor McCowan, and now Mayor Proctor,
the people are and have been so welcoming.

While I experienced almost an "inversion", as
the minority in the community, I have had a
wonderful experience, I have grown as a
person. I have seen the inequities over the
years, and as I made great friends, I learned
a lot from them and have grown in many
areas because of their friendship.

WHAT IS ONE OF YOUR MOST
PROFOUND MEMORIES HERE
IN DESOTO?
My first Council meeting with Mayor
Sherman, the Council was deliberating on
staff raises, and I just remembered my last
Council meeting at my previous city and the
difference between how they approached it.
While the last city shared that the staff was
"replaceable" and could be "contracted out
preferably", DeSoto was more concerned
about treating their staff well and valued
them and their work. That still holds true
today.
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FAREWELL CHIEF DUFFIELD, CONTINUED...
WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE US WHO LIVE AND WORK IN DESOTO?
I hope this community can see the value that they have; black lives matter, they really do. I wish
they valued themselves the way I see them. DeSoto is an amazing town, an amazing community,
and has great leadership. DeSoto has so much talent, and the best part about it is that the people
have the best hearts.
Thank you for your support and the
life-long friendships that I have
developed with many of you. I will
certainly miss you. I really don’t have
the words to tell some of you how
much you mean to me. Cowboys
never say goodbye, we just say “see
you around”. And since I once was
one, I think I’ll just leave it there. God
bless you always.
-Chief Jerry Duffield, 2022

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
DESOTO PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATE

09

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

10

DESOTO PUBLIC LIBRARY ITEM OF INTEREST
TEENS SPRING BREAK GAME DAY!

The DeSoto Public Library invites teens ages 13 to 18 to come for an
afternoon of Fun & Games. Teens will play games and enjoy a fun time
together with snacks and laughter on Tuesday, March 15 from 3:00 pm to
5:00 pm. Teens can earn community service hours for participating.
Registration is not required.
For more information contact Marq Runnels at
mrunnels@desototexas.gov or (972) 230-9663.
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DESOTO PARKS AND RECREATION EVENTS
Join the Parks and Recreation for the re-premiere of
History Moment: Economic Power.
Visit us on YouTube and Subscribe to set your
reminder: https://bit.ly/3Ishfnu
#BlackHistoryMonth2022 #blackhistorymonth
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DESOTO MUNICIPAL COURT UPDATE
OUTSTANDING WARRANTS IN THE DESOTO MUNICIPAL
COURT
Between February and March of each year, the DeSoto Municipal Court
issues a text blast and mails out postcards to defendants with
outstanding warrants in the DeSoto Municipal Court. The text blasts and
postcards are timed to take advantage of the Federal Income Tax
refunds that are generally received during the months of February and
March. Depending on the case, Judge Kurth offers defendants discounts
upwards of roughly 25% if they make a lump sum payment to dispose of
their cases. If they cannot make an acceptable lump sum payment to
entirely dispose of their case(s), Judge Kurth offers the defendant a
smaller down payment and a payment plan. In many cases, Judge Kurth
will accept $50 paid down on each case to start a payment plan. This
year, a total of 26,360 texts were sent and 10,442 postcards were mailed
to defendants with one or more outstanding warrants.
Please note that defendants with
more than one case receive a text
message for each case. The postcards
are sent to defendants with one or
more outstanding warrants. The
texts and the postcards have
generated roughly $102,080.01 in
revenue. This year, Judge Kurth, has
ordered that the program run from
February 17 to March 25. This year’s
response has been robust. As of
March 8, a total of 445 warrants have
been cleared.

PROJECT UPDATES

DeSoto Arts Commission Chair, James Adams recently introduced
the DeSoto Artists Lab to the DeSoto City Council. This is the first
initiative resulting from the recently adopted Community
Cultural Arts Master plan. The DeSoto Artists Lab is a new arts
grant program for City of DeSoto whose focus is to develop local
artists.
The nine artists who have been accepted for the DeSoto Artists
Lab will be in residence for up to nine months working in the
DeSoto Public Library, the DeSoto Senior Center, the Grow
DeSoto Marketplace, and other public facilities and private
spaces that are open to the general public.
Through their residencies, the artists will provide free programs
for children, teens, adults, and seniors. Each residency will
conclude with an onsite celebratory event, such as a
performance, exhibition, project unveiling, or community festival.
Felicia Fisher, a weaver and basket maker will offer free Adult
Basket Weaving classes at the Library on March 5, 12, 19, and 26
and at the Senior Activity Center on March 7, 14, 21, and 28.
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DESOTO ARTISTS LAB CONTINUED...
Here’s the list of additional artists who make up the DeSoto Artists Lab:
Johnathon Foster is a visual artist. His art will be on display at City Hall, the
Senior Center, and the Grow DeSoto Marketplace throughout the spring and
summer.
Justin London, digital artist, and DJ will provide DJ services at City events
such as the BSW Teen Expo on April 30 and plans to offer classes in digital
music production for students this summer.
Alexandria Morris is an accomplished dancer. She will offer dance classes for
students at the Recreation Center.
Dana Proulx Willis is a video storyteller. She will tell DeSoto’s story through
interviews with residents that will be compiled into “The Faces of DeSoto”
video premiering on September 27 at the Corner Theatre.
Michelle Pryor, a weaver and jewelry maker will conduct jewelry making,
paper making, and weaving classes at the DeSoto Library on Thursdays in July.
King Shakur, a spoken word artist, will host “The Art Inspired Healing
Festival” on May 14 at Town Center.
Carol Simmons, a visual artist, can be viewed creating amazing works of art at
the Library, City Hall, and Grow DeSoto Marketplace during the month of
April.
Tony Vinto, theatrical director/producer, will collaborate with King Shakur
on “The Art Inspired Healing Festival” on May 14 at Town Center.
Rolanda Brigham, Master Artist and Project Manager for the DeSoto Artists
Lab is collaborating with all these talented artists serving as their liaison to
the DeSoto Arts Commission.
As you can see, the artists of the DeSoto Artists Lab have some exciting projects
planned for DeSoto in the coming months. Register to receive the DeSoto Artists
Lab Newsletter electronically on 'Notify Me' by visiting: desototexas.gov/list.aspx
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TEEN CIVIC ENGAGEMENT SERIES UPDATE
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT DINNER HOSTS TEENS AND COUNCIL
MEMBERS
On Wednesday, March 9, the DeSoto Teen Council engaged in dialogue with
Mayor Pro Tem Andre’ Byrd, Councilmember Crystal Chism, Lieutenant Larry
Walker, and Parks Superintendent Nate Busby.
It was the second Civic Engagement Dinner
hosted to provide an opportunity for teens
to be engaged in the municipal government
system. City Council members, City staff,
and teens had a spirited conversation that
centered around the portrayal of DeSoto
ISD and the City of DeSoto’s image.
For additional information pertaining to the
DeSoto Teen Council, please contact
Sydney Elliott at selliott@desototexas.gov or
visit https://desototexas.gov/teencouncil

The next Civic Engagement Dinner is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 20, 2022.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

MARCH 2022
14

CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION MEETING |
FIRE STATION #2

1:00 PM

14

VETERANS AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING |
COUNCIL CONFERENCE
ROOM

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

15

DESOTO CITY COUNCIL
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

PLANNING & ZONING
COMMISSION MEETING |
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

23

FAITH LEADERS BREAKFAST|
CIVIC CENTER BLUEBONNET
ROOM

8:30 AM - 10:30 AM

24

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

24

PUBLIC SAFETY COALITION
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:30 PM
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March New Hires & Promotions!
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Brewer, Charles

FT

03.07.2022

Development

Director of
Development

Arana, Olen B.

FT

03.07.2022

Police

Jailer

Jones, Raechelle

PT

03.07.2022

Parks & Rec

Recreation Attendant
- PT

Hawkins, Detonio

PT

03.07.2022

Parks & Rec

Recreation Attendant
- PT

Harrington, Alice

PT

03.07.2022

Parks & Rec

Recreation Attendant
- PT

Wesley, Erica

FT

03.07.2022

Finance

Accountant

Promotions

Status

Solis, Ricky C.

FT

03.07.2022

Development

Senior Maintenance
Worker- Streets

Walker, Gearion

PT

03.05.2022

Parks & Rec

Senior Recreation
Attendant

Date of Promotion

Dept

Position

Position

