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PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
MAYOR PROCTOR CHARTS A “NEW PATH FORWARD“ FOR
DESOTO IN 2022 STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS

DeSoto Mayor Rachel L. Proctor delivered
DeSoto’s Annual State of the City Address,
her first in office, on Thursday afternoon in
the DeSoto Civic Center. This year’s theme
was “Charting A New Path Forward,” and
Mayor
Proctor
used
her
speaking
presentation, combined with a series of
videos showing how DeSoto has been
successfully implementing its Strategic
Plan, to illustrate that in spite of the
ongoing
COVID
Pandemic,
political
polarization in many parts of the nation,
and a historic winter storm that hit just two
days after she took office, DeSoto has
moved forward with a positive momentum
and even thrived during the past year.
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STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS CONTINUED...
Mayor Proctor noted that
while last February’s Winter
Storm Uri caused misery in
DeSoto and the region, it also
presented us with what the
Mayor termed “A Teachable
Moment.” The proof, she
noted, was just how much
more prepared this region
was for last week’s Arctic
Blast.
“Last February’s Winter Storm showed us firsthand the importance of planning
ahead so that we could bring all of the critical resources in our community
together more quickly and efficiently in case it should happen again. And, as we all
just saw, it almost did,” noted Mayor Proctor. “As soon as the Winter Storm ended,
DeSoto City Government and our civic partners assembled to lay the groundwork
for a new partnership of Community Organizations Active in Disaster, known as
COAD.”
Many of the organizations that form this new partnership were represented at the
Mayor’s address including Oncor Energy, DeSoto Chamber of Commerce, DeSoto
ISD, Disciple Central Community Church (DC3), and STAR Transit.
Mayor Proctor stressed prudent fiscal management as one of DeSoto’s strongest
points. “City government has worked consistently with the DeSoto City Council to
either freeze or lower the residential and business tax rates, and we are proud to
report that in 2022, our tax rate has not increased for the past eleven years!”
She also noted that despite maintaining that low tax rate, and dealing with the
COVID Pandemic, that DeSoto’s overall revenues increased by approximately 12%
from $47.2 million in 2020 to $53.3 million in 2021. DeSoto also saw strong
increases in sales tax revenue going from $9.6 million in 2020 to $13.2 million in
2021.
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STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS CONTINUED...
In a strong display of unity with DeSoto and her Mayor, this year’s State of the City
address was boosted by the presence of numerous office holders who have worked
closely with DeSoto to successfully navigate some of the most challenging times in
recent memory.
Texas State Senator Royce West attended Thursday’s address in person as did
DeSoto City Members. DeSoto’s former Mayor and current State Representative
Carl O. Sherman, Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins, Dallas County HHS Director
Dr. Phillip Huang, and Dallas County Commissioner John Wiley Price shared their
strong support for DeSoto via pre-taped video messages recorded for the event.
“DeSoto clearly understands the importance of building strong relationships with
our friends at every level of government. Those relationships continue to protect
DeSoto from pandemics and disasters and have paved the way for future
challenges when it will help us know that these true friends will have DeSoto’s
back,” said Mayor Proctor.
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Mayor Proctor concluded up her first State of the City message by noting that
there was a reason for DeSoto’s success that bodes well for the rest of the nation.
Mayor Proctor explained, “We aren’t perfect, and the beliefs in our community can
vary, but DeSoto has for the most part bucked the trend towards polarization seen
in so many parts of our country and our world. This should be heartening to our
residents and encouraging those in other places where they just can’t seem to
envision a way forward. DeSoto’s ability to maintain open communications and
longstanding relationships has allowed us to chart a course for our future
together, and this should give everyone who loves this wonderful city reason to
hope.”
You can view this State of the City Address in its
https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/646261999825126

entirety

at:
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NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANTS
ROUND 2 APPLICATIONS DUE
It’s almost time for the second round of the Neighborhood Matching Grant
application submittal process to begin! This round of the grant program should be
used for beautification projects and neighborhood revitalization projects
sponsored by the HOA's.
This year, DeSoto has $14,610.00 of
available funding for the matching
grant
program.
The
application
process will open Tuesday, March 1,
and the deadline to submit the
application for Round Two to the City
of DeSoto is Thursday, March 31 by
5:00 PM.
Since these grants are awarded and not guaranteed as in the first round, a
committee of up to 7 individuals who are members of active HOA's not
participating in the second round will be selected to make recommendations to
the City Council to approve the disbursement of funds. Approved grants will be
awarded in May 2022. The Spring 2022 Program Guidelines and Spring 2022 Grant
Applications can be accessed by contacting Becky Lewis in the City Manager’s
Office at (972) 230-9643.
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BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS VACANCIES
BUILDING & STANDARDS/ZBOA, KEEP DESOTO BEAUTIFUL,
LIBRARY BOARD, PARK BOARD, PLANNING & ZONING
COMMISSION, TRI-CITY ANIMAL SHELTER BOARD, AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
The City of DeSoto is looking for a few good men or women to serve! If you are
interested in serving your community, you may be a great fit for one of these
boards or commissions! Please complete an online application at
http://www.desototexas.gov/29/Citizen-Boards-and-Commissions. Applications
will be accepted until Monday, February 28 at 5:00 pm. If you have any questions
regarding the application process, please contact Alicia Thomas, City Secretary, at
(972) 230-9664 or athomas@desototexas.gov.
If you have questions regarding the board’s specific roles and responsibilities,
please contact the staff liaison for your board of interest, which is listed on
DeSoto's website at http://www.desototexas.gov/29/Citizen-Boards-andCommissions. The City Secretary's office will contact applicants who are selected
for an interview. Interviews will be held on Monday, March 7.
We look forward to meeting you!
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GENERAL ELECTIONS 2022
THE CITY OF DESOTO WILL
HOLD A GENERAL ELECTION
ON SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022
This General Election will be for the
following places:
Mayor Place 1
Councilmember Place 3
Councilmember Place 5

DeSoto residents who are interested in filing for one of these City Council seats
must live within the bounds of the district to be eligible, with the exception of
Mayor Place 1. However, all candidates are elected at large. Candidate Filing
Information Packets can be requested by sending an email to the City Secretary at
athomas@desototexas.gov. Please include your name, address, email address, and
contact phone number. Packets can also be picked up in the City Secretary’s office
during regular business hours. Filing for a place on the ballot takes place from
Wednesday, January 19 through Friday, February 18 between the hours of 8:00 am
and 12:00 noon and from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm in the City Secretary’s Office. On
February 18, the office will close promptly at 5:00 pm and no filing information will
be accepted after that time. (Mandatory City Secretary office hours are 9:00 am –
4:00 pm)
For any additional questions/
information, please visit the City of
DeSoto website at
www.desototexas.gov for updates on the
municipal election or contact the City
Secretary’s office at (972) 230-9664.
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REGISTER TO VOTE
REGISTER TODAY!
The last day for citizens to Register to Vote or make a change of address effective
for the May 7, 2022 General Election is Thursday, April 7, 2022. Voter Registration
Cards are available at the Action Center, Library, Recreation Center, and the Office
of the City Secretary. The cards must be mailed or delivered to Dallas County
Registrar of Voters, 1520 Round Table Drive, Dallas, Texas 75247. If you have any
questions regarding Voter ID or voter registration, please contact the Dallas
County Elections Department at (214) 819-6359.
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MYLES PLACE FOUNDATION: CUPCAKES AND
CRAFTS WITH CUPID
On February 9, the Parks and Recreation Department partnered with
Myles Place Foundation to offer Cupcakes and Crafts with Cupid. The
event was all inclusive and had 60 participants. Activities included
painting, drawing, basketball, football, as well as dancing. And thank you
to Desoto's Teen Council for volunteering at the event!

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

11

CELEBRATING AMERICA’S HISTORICALLY BLACK
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (HBCUS)
On Friday, February 11, City of DeSoto employees had the opportunity to
Celebrate Black History Month “in style” by wearing shirts or other items
to show their support for the nations Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU's). Thank you to DeSoto Parks & Recreation Director
Chris Glover and team for once again providing motivation and direction
for this great effort!
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PROJECT UPDATES
PARKS AND RECREATION
CONGRATULATIONS MS. NUNO!
Please join the Parks and Recreation
Department
with
congratulating
Ms.
Jennifer Nuno (Recreation Attendant) on
receiving her Bachelor’s Degree in Social
Work from Texas Women’s University. Ms.
Nuno began her employment with the
Department in October 2018.

THE PARKS MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED
TREE TRIMMING FROM I 35 ON WINTERGREEN TO
HAMPTON ROAD.
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WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 2022
12

LET TEENS TALK | DESOTO
BLACK BOX THEATER

10:00 am - 1:00 PM

14

CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL
WORKSESSION | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

15

CITY COUNCIL MEETING | CITY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM

22

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING | CITY HALL

6:00 PM

24

DESOTO FIRE RESCUE TOWN
HALL MEETING| CITY HALL

6:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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February New Hires
New Hires

Status

Date of Hire

Dept

Position

Curtis, Charnicia

FT

02.07.2022

Fire

Fire Training
Coordinator

Evans, Ronald C.

FT

02.07.2022

Parks

Maintenance Worker

Whisenant,
Cameron

FT

02.07.2022

Parks

Maintenance Worker

Fadugba, Tyandria

FT

02.07.2022

SWRCC

Emergency
Dispatcher

