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GUN SURRENDER PROGRAM RECAP
On Saturday, July 31, 2021, the DeSoto Police
Department, the City of DeSoto and the Dallas County
District Attorney’s Office conducted a gun surrender
program at the newly opened fire station on South
Parks Street in DeSoto. Citizens were given a $100.00
Walmart Gift Card for any handgun or long gun
surrendered at this event. Sergeant Mikel Edwards
conducted this event and all the subsequent duties
that were completed pertaining to each and every
weapon surrendered. The event went from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm and a total of 284 guns were turned over to
the Police Department in exchange for gift cards.
Over the course of the next two months, Sergeant Edwards documented, researched
and processed every weapon. During that time, three handguns were found to be listed
as stolen on NCIC. Those three stolen guns were validated and confirmed and will be
turned over to the entering Police Departments. A total of 180 handguns were
surrendered and the remaining 104 weapons were rifles or long guns.
All weapons that were functional and operational were test fired at our range in
Midlothian by Sergeant C. David Williams and Corporal Bryan Ziegler. The spent shell
casings, from these tests were recovered, tagged, packaged, entered into evidence and
will be sent to NIBIN for analysis.
All weapons were carefully examined by Sergeant
Williams, Corporal Ziegler, Corporal Warren Summers
and Evidence Technician Carl Edmison. As a result,
several guns were set aside for further examination by a
gun expert due to possible historic value, including a
Colt Revolver circa 1879. All others were destroyed on
Friday, October 15, 2021, by Corporal Ziegler and
Evidence Technician Carl Edmison. The destruction
took place in the blast furnace at Gerdau Steel Mill and
was documented and memorialized via video recording.
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RENTAL REGISTRATION & INSPECTION PROGRAM
Attention DeSoto residents, tenants and landlords, DeSoto's Rental Registration and
Inspection Program is now in full swing! Code Enforcement Officer, Heather Lanham,
has been assigned to oversee the program. Officer Lanham sent out 250 notification
letters to identified landlords with rental properties in the City and is currently
conducting property inspections for rental homes.
The goal of the DeSoto Rental Registration and Inspection Ordinance is to preserve and
improve rental properties in the City. The ordinance was adopted February 23, 2021 in
response to the need for an organized inspection program to address minimum
standards of new and aging rental units. The program provides a system to incentivize
both absentee and local landlords to correct health, building, fire, and zoning code
violations and maintain rental units within the City. The registering of rental properties
will support the efficient scheduling of regular inspections of all residential rental units
within the City. Landlords and tenants are encouraged to understand and abide by
ordinance regulations and laws in the City of DeSoto. Tenants should also know their
rights and responsibilities for maintaining the property and home in which they live and
in keeping their neighborhood a safe and attractive place. The fee is $10.00 per unit.
Registration and payment can be completed online HERE.
To submit the Registration in paper form with payment (by check-only) you must call
and schedule an appointment with the City's Code Enforcement Department at
469.658.3075.
To learn more about DeSoto's Rental Registration and Inspection Program or to register
and apply for a permit, please visit the City's website and click on the Rental Registration
icon at the top of the homepage or click HERE.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

04

DALLAS COUNTY LAUNCHES EMERGENCY BUSINESS
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM | NOW OPEN!
Due to the COVID-19 public health
crisis,
Dallas
County
small
businesses are facing a significant
financial crisis. It has been
estimated that only about one-half
of America’s small businesses were
able to apply for federal assistance
before that first round of funding
was committed, and that 80% of
them still do not know if their
application was approved. With
53% of the nation’s jobs coming
from businesses with less than 100
employees, and with many of these
jobs being disproportionately held
by low/moderate income people
with already limited resources,
much of the local economy is at
great risk. The program is designed
to
rapidly
provide
financial
assistance to “traditional” small
businesses that have been adversely
affected by the current pandemic.
EMPHASIS/TARGET POPULATION: Small businesses with no more than 100 employees,
including businesses that have closed due to COVID financial burden & minority owned
businesses. Maximum Grant Amount: $15,000.
Program details can be found here: https://www.dallascounty.org/caresact/business-assist-en.php
(Spanish:
https://www.dallascounty.org/caresact/business-assist-sp.php). For more information on the application process, eligibility
and general framework call 214.875.2187 or email ARP@dallascounty.org.
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HOA & NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT WINNERS
The deadline to submit applications for Round 1 of the FY2022 Neighborhood Matching
Grant Program was Monday, November 1, 2021. The list below shows the applicants that
successfully requested funding and each will be awarded the maximum amount of $500.
As of today, Round 1 will distribute a total of $9,500. That leaves $10,500 available for
the Round 2 in the Spring of 2022.
Our goal is to have Round 1 checks processed and ready for pickup prior to the
Thanksgiving holiday.
Congratulations to the following Associations:

If you submitted an application, but do not appear on this list, please contact Becky
Lewis BLewis@desototexas.gov or 972.230.9643 immediately. Proof of an attempted
submission prior to the deadline will be required to be considered for Round 1.
Thank you for participating and we look forward to enjoying your beautiful decorations
this Holiday Season!!
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DESOTO LIBRARY | TEENS FALL COOK COMPETITION
DeSoto Teens, are you up
for a challenge? The
DeSoto
Public
Library
invites teens ages 13 – 18 to
participate in a series of
free fun-filled cooking
competitions
this
November.
Teens
will
compete with their peers
to make the best pizza,
pasta, and parfaits using
any
combination
of
ingredients from a mystery
basket provided by the
library. Teens can earn
community service hours
for
participating.
Registration is required
and space is limited.
Teens can register online at ci.desoto.tx.us/1140/Teen-Services. For more
information contact Marq Runnels at mrunnels@desototexas.gov or dial
972.230.9663.
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DESOTO LIBRARY | 4TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY PALOOZA
Come
Celebrate
the
Holidays with the DeSoto
Public
Library
on
December 11, 2021 from
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM for
the 4th Annual Holiday
Palooza!
Join us for FREE Santa
pictures,
live
music
performances, costumed
story
telling
guests,
crafts,
a
gingerbread
house making contest,
refreshments and more!
All festivities are free and
open to all ages.
No registration required. For more information visit the library website at
www.desotolibrary.info or call 972-230-9661.
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DESOTO LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE
HIGHLGHTS
BEAUTY BEHIND THE MASK SERIES
DeSoto Teens participated in two recent workshops
that focused on self-care. In October’s Design a
Masquerade Mask & Magazine Journaling workshop,
teens learned about “unveiling their mask” to help
discover their true inner beauty and learned about
creative
journaling
techniques
with
recycled
magazines. The November Learn How to Do Your Own
Facials workshop showed teens how to do a relaxing
facial to promote healthy skincare and natural beauty.

VETERAN INTERVIEW IN DESOTO LIBRARY
Major Robert Hayward II, who is a retired U.S. Army
aviator and DeSoto resident, was interviewed recently
at the DeSoto Public Library. The interview was filmed
by the Afghan Vets with the Atlantic Council in honor
of Veterans Day. Before he became an aviator, Major
Hayward was a frequent visitor at the library, studying
for his military flight test. Library resources played an
integral part in his early success.

ADULT SERVICES: PERSONAL FINANCE WORKSHOPS
In honor of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, the library held a
free Packing Your Financial Toolkit
workshop on Saturday, October 30 with
Audawn Johnson, MBA, CEO & founder
of Score Factor.
Stay tuned for the next free workshop on November 13: Financial Planning for the
Holidays!

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

09

PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES AND EVENTS
HOMETOWN CELEBRATION | DEC. 18
The Executive Tourism Committee met on
October 22, 2021 at TownePlace Suites.
Attendees included Parks & Recreation,
Chamber of Commerce, and four hoteliers in
DeSoto. The Committee discussed City events
& hotelier engagement process, sales tax
reimbursement, and tourism opportunities for
the remainder of the year.

PARKS' & GROW DESOTO HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION | OCT. 30
This year DeSoto Parks and Recreation initiated a partnership with another DeSoto
establishment for our Halloween event. We chose the Grow DeSoto Marketplace to host
our inaugural partnership and received rave reviews. The Grow DeSoto Marketplace
(GDM) sponsored a petting zoo with pony rides which was a real hit amongst the kids.
The tenants hosted games near their shops and interacted with guests and gave away
prizes. An added bonus was that the food venues and trucks were available and serving
during the event.
DJ CLace did an awesome job keeping the mood festive
and fun while everyone enjoyed games, shopping and
eating. Mayor Proctor and Councilwoman Chism stopped
by in support. We are looking forward to pursuing this
venture with GDM next Halloween with intentions of
making it bigger and better!
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VETERANS & MILITARY
FREE FOOD
DISTRIBUTION | DESOTO
FOOD PANTRY

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
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DESOTO LIBRARY PRESENTS
FOR THE LOVE OF ART GALA
| BLUEBONNET ROOMS

5:00 PM - 6:00 pm

15

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL
MEETING | CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS - NEW START TIME

5:30 pm

16

22

CITY COUNCIL MEETING |
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 pm
DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORP. BOARD MEETING |
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

23

PLANNING & ZONING MEETING
| CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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November New Hires

Congrats Chief Duffield!
Last week, Fire Chief Jerry
Duffield completed Texas A&M's
Fire Service Chief Executive
Officer
Certification.
TEEX
Emergency Services Training
Institute and the Texas A&M
Mays Business School are proud
to
offer
an
executive
development capstone program
for chief officers. The program is
delivered by professors from the
Mays Business School and is
designed to provide advanced
level professional development to
sharpen leadership skills of
executives within the fire service.
Upon completion, attendees receive a framed Fire Service Chief Executive Officer
certificate and coin from TEEX and Texas A&M University. Congrats!

