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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE ELECTION OF DESOTO
COUNCILMEMBERS HUGHES & CHISM
The General Election held on Saturday, May 1 to fill Place 6 and 7 resulted in the reelection of Councilmember Letitia Hughes for Place 7 and the election of Crystal Chism,
who will replace Councilmember Candice Quarles for Place 6.
Councilmember Letitia Hughes was first elected to
DeSoto's City Council in the February 2021 Special
Election to serve an unexpired term for Place 7.
Councilmember Hughes is originally from Ennis, Texas,
where she graduated from Ennis High School and later
enrolled at the University of Texas at Arlington. She also
attended Paul Quinn College and majored in Business
Management.
Councilmember Hughes has been a resident of DeSoto
for 18 years and is very active in the Real Estate
community with over 20 years of residential and
commercial property experience. She currently serves
as the Council Liaison to the Park Development Board.
Crystal Chism is a lifelong Texan and Dallas native. In 2016,
Councilmember-elect Chism moved to DeSoto with her
husband, Quentin. Crystal grew up in Dallas' Pleasant Grove
area and later joined the military after high school. She has
11 plus years of military service, including two deployment
tours to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom.
Crystal received her Bachelors of Business Management
degree from the University of Texas at Arlington and has
spent most of her career in management, process
improvement, and government. Crystal has been an active
community leader in DeSoto the last five years. She and her
husband reside in the Silver Creek Estates community.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RETIRING LIBRARY
DIRECTOR KERRY MCGEATH!
The City of DeSoto wishes Library Director, Kerry
McGeath a very happy retirement! Mr. McGeath
has served as Director of the DeSoto Public
Library since March 2014. His smile and passion
for books and customer service have welcomed
many thousands of guests to DeSoto!
Library Director McGeath spent much of his
career before DeSoto on the retail side of the
book business serving as general manager of
bookstores in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area, including
as a corporate buyer for several national
bookstore chains. His many years of retail service
helped shape the DeSoto Public Library's focus on
efficient and courteous service and the adoption
of new technologies while focusing on improving
the customer experience and keeping costs down.
In retirement, Library Director McGeath hopes to travel, spend more time gardening, and to
enjoy good books. He has been an invaluable member of the DeSoto leadership team and will
be greatly missed! To the community and Library employees, Mr. McGeath expresses his
gratitude to have been part of such a wonderful library system. The City Manager's Office is
finalizing a nation-wide search for DeSoto's next Library Director and hopes to make an
announcement on that selection soon.

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

04

DESOTO ANNOUNCES CUSTOMER SERVICE
EXCELLANCE WORKSHOP SERIES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID
At the February 2 City Council Meeting,
Council authorized the reallocation of
DeSoto's remaining COVID-19 (CARES)
funding from Dallas County to support
five new temporary programs to aid
residents and businesses impacted by the
Pandemic.
One of the approved programs is the
Intra-City
Customer
Satisfaction
Initiative; a partnership between several
entities including Dallas College, City of
DeSoto, and the DeSoto Development
Corporation. The purpose of the program
is to establish a customer service training
module for businesses in the Best
Southwest region. The program is
designed to equip small business owners
with virtual customer training modules
that focus on adapting to new service
delivery models in a post pandemic
environment.
The Customer Service Training modules are two-part, 90-minute virtual sessions.
Session One begins Tuesday, June 8 and Session Two begins Tuesday, August 3. For
additional information about the workshops, please contact LaKesha Raynor at Dallas
College lraynor@dcccd.edu.
To register for either Session One or Session Two, please use the following links: June 8
http://bit.ly/iCSI060821 or August 3 http://bit.ly/iCSI080321
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DESOTO OFFICIALS AND RESIDENTS COME
TOGETHER FOR NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
On Thursday, May 6, DeSoto came together at 7:00
am, 12:00 pm, and 7:00 pm, for three prayer
sessions at the outdoor Amphitheater to actively
and faithfully participate in the National Day of
Prayer Service. This year's theme was "Lord, pour
out your love, life, and liberty." Thursday's event
was a beautiful celebration of hope, faith, and unity
and reflected the City of DeSoto's dedication to
prayer and healing in our community. You can view
all three prayer services below:
7:00 am: https://www.facebook.com/desototx/videos/475591683497731
12:00 pm: https://www.facebook.com/kathy.m.jones.568/videos/4545614045453341
7:00 pm: https://www.facebook.com/DC3online/videos/292647285725707

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL EVENT MAY 22

Attention DeSoto residents! Bring your
Household Hazardous Waste to the annual
disposal event scheduled for Saturday, May 22
from 9 am to 12 noon at the DeSoto Pump
Station, 620 N. Westmoreland Road. This
event is for DeSoto residents only, proof of
residency is required. Only residential
household hazardous waste will be accepted;
commercial waste or electronics are not
allowed. Due to limited space, those who
would like to participate must register prior to
the event by calling (972) 230-9600 or in
person at the Action Center at Town Center.
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SBA'S RESTAURANT REVITALIZATION FUND OPENS
Effective May 3, the U.S. Small Business
Administration
(SBA)
will
accept
applications for the new Restaurant
Revitalization Fund (RRF), which provides
emergency
assistance
for
eligible
restaurants, bars, and other qualifying
businesses impacted by COVID-19. The
maximum funding amount is $5 million per
location, and the minimum funding award is
$1,000. Eligible businesses can register and
begin the application process by visiting the
Restaurant Revitalization Award portal:
https://restaurants.sba.gov/requests/bor
rower/login/?next=/
Additional documentation required:
Verification for Tax Information: IRS Form 4506-T, completed and signed by
Applicant. Completion of this form digitally on the SBA platform will satisfy this
requirement.
Gross Receipts Documentation: Any of the following documents demonstrating gross
receipts and, if applicable, eligible expenses
Business tax returns (IRS Form 1120 or IRS 1120-S)
IRS Forms 1040 Schedule C; IRS Forms 1040 Schedule F
For a partnership: partnership’s IRS Form 1065 (including K-1s)
Bank statements
Externally or internally prepared financial statements such as Income Statements
or Profit and Loss Statements
Point of sale report(s), including IRS Form 1099-K
To learn more about the program including guidelines, allowable use of funds,
restrictions, and priority groups, please visit the Restaurant Revitalization Fund website
located
here:
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-reliefoptions/restaurant-revitalization-fund#section-header-16
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is now accepting vaccination drive-ups between 8:00 am to 4:00
pm, Monday through Saturday. COVID-19 testing continues at Mosely Park. Hours of
operation for this site are from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Sunday through Friday. The Mosely
Park testing site will close May 10. There has been a total of 6,060 COVID-19 cases
reported in DeSoto during the span of the pandemic affecting 3,751 residences.

FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
The department made 183 emergency calls for service this
week including 118 emergency medical calls and one
structure fire. The department would like to alert residents
of two important upcoming events. On Monday, May 24,
Desoto Fire Rescue will be conducting a Town Hall meeting
in the Council Chambers from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. To
celebrate the completion of the new fire station, the Fire
Department will host an Open House on Saturday, May 29
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. located at 206 S. Parks Drive.
The public is invited to both events!

DESOTO FIRE RESPONDS TO EF-2 TORNADO AFTERMATH
WAXAHACHIE

IN

On Monday, May 3, a confirmed EF-2 tornado ripped
through parts of Ellis County. First responders from
multiple counties provided assistance, including
DeSoto's Fire Rescue. The department sent a fire truck,
ambulance, and chief officer to assist in the devastating
aftermath. Fire staff conducted search and rescue
efforts of a trailer park impacted by the tornado and
assisted with five damaged structures in the area. A total
of eight people were hospitalized with no fatalities. An
estimated 25-50 structures were damaged and several
18-wheeler trucks nearby were overthrown. The
additional toppling of two tractor-trailers caused the
complete shutdown of Interstate 35.
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BRIARWOOD PARK CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS
Construction at Briarwood Park is progressing nicely and is on track for completion at
the end of June. The new ADA sidewalk and fishing/viewing point have been
established and will provide an opportunity for individuals of all abilities a safe and
accessible space to enjoy fishing in the ponds. Bridges are being widened to allow for
better access for maintenance equipment to access the trails within the park. This
week, the crews are backfilling with soil and establishing the new landscape that will
enhance the park area.

DESOTO CARES CAMPAIGN FOR COVID RELIEF
DeSoto CARES is the COVID Relief Campaign for the City of DeSoto. It encompasses
all of the available pandemic relief assistance programs available to residents and
businesses. Each program has its own eligibility criteria and is funded by the CARES
Act. To learn more about or view qualifications for the assistance programs, visit:
http://www.desototexas.gov/2050/COVID-Resources---DeSoto-CARES
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SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
(IN PERSON)

6:00 PM

11

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

17

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(IN PERSON)

6:00 PM

18

24

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(IN PERSON)

6:00 PM
DESOTO FIRE RESCUE
PUBLIC SAFETY
TOWN HALL MEETING

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

25

PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

29

FIRE STATION NO. 2
OPEN HOUSE (OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC)

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

May New Hires
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