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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL ADOPTS FAIR CHANCE
EMPLOYMENT POLICY
The DeSoto City Council has taken a bold step
towards ensuring employment fairness by passing a
measure by a 6-1 vote at its April 6 City Council
Meeting to prohibit DeSoto-based businesses with
15 or more employees from asking applicants about
criminal history during their initial applications for
employment. This requirement does not ignore the
importance of determining relevant criminal
history, prevent the use of criminal background
checks, or prevent employers from asking about
criminal history later in the recruitment process. It
is designed to prevent discrimination and the
outright rejection during initial application review
of a potentially valuable worker who has already
paid their debt to society.
“DeSoto is a city that believes in second chances, and we also believe that people who are
able and willing to work to support themselves and their families should have the
opportunity to do so, but there are many who have paid their debts to society who can’t
secure a decent job because stating that they have a criminal record on a job application
almost immediately eliminates them from consideration” observed DeSoto Mayor Rachel
Proctor.
The Mayor praised her City Council colleagues for stepping up to face a very challenging
issue, “I would like to thank our Council for making this courageous and just decision and
offer special thanks to Councilmember Candice Quarles for starting this dialog within
our City Council.”
The Fair Chance Ordinance, which will take effect on January 1, 2022, will impact DeSoto
business employing 15 or more employees. Non-profit 501 (c), state agencies, and
government bodies will be exempt; however the City of DeSoto will be required to abide
by the ordinance in its own hiring practices.
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FAIR CHANCE CONTINUED...
Some employers’ specific job searches will also be exempt if a job candidate’s criminal
history disqualifies them from a specific type of position based on existing federal,
state, or local laws or mandated insurance or bond requirements. The City will
address complaints and violations under this ordinance with DeSoto employers
starting first with written warnings and moving up to issuing fines of up to $500 for
subsequent violations.
The DeSoto City Council began conversations regarding the adoption of a Fair Chance
Hiring Ordinance in 2020 with formal discussions conducted in February 2021. The
City conducted outreach, education, and feedback in February and March including a
survey sent to DeSoto residents and businesses before approving the ordinance in
April. Based on 201 surveys completed, 61.5% of respondents favored a Fair Chance
Ordinance. You can learn more about this new ordinance by viewing the following:
City Council’s April 6 Meeting discussion & vote:
https://www.facebook.com/137212223477/videos/1010098706186632

DESOTO 2021 CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 7
Every Tuesday night, beginning September 7
through November 30, DeSoto residents will get an
up-close and "behind-the-scenes" look at the
DeSoto Police Department's operations, personnel,
equipment, and procedures. The Desoto Citizens
Police Academy is a comprehensive 10-week
course designed to provide those 21-years of age or
older who reside in the City of Desoto a working
knowledge of the Police Department. The goal of
the program is to educate residents on department
policies and procedures and to eliminate
misconceptions concerning the Police Department.
Interested residents should contact Sgt. Edwards
at (469) 658-3007 or Officer Ryan at (469)658-3055.
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION & EARLY VOTING
DATES
To the Registered Voters of the City of DeSoto, Texas:
A General Election is hereby ordered to be held on May 1, 2021
to elect:
Councilmember Place 6
Councilmember Place 7
Early Voting and Election Day voting will be conducted at
Disciple Central Community Church (Youth Room) located at
901 North Polk Street, Suite 101, DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to the Early Voting Clerk: Michael
Scarpello, Dallas County Elections Administrator 1520 Round Table Drive, Dallas, Texas
75247. Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than the close of
business on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by common or contract carrier but does not
have a postmark or delivery receipt must be received by the early voting clerk by
7:00 pm on Election Day.
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VOTING CONTINUED
A ballot that is mailed or delivered by mail or common or contract carrier from
within the United States and is postmarked or accompanied by a delivery receipt
showing the voter submitted the ballot for delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day
must arrive by 5:00 pm on the next business day after Election Day.
A ballot that is hand delivered must be received by the early voting clerk by 7:00
pm on Election Day. A ballot that is mailed from overseas and is postmarked or
accompanied by a delivery receipt showing the voter submitted the ballot for
delivery by 7:00 pm on Election Day must arrive by 5:00 pm on the 5th day after
Election Day (or the next business day after the 5th day after Election Day, if the
5th day falls on a weekend or holiday).
If you are faxing or emailing your Application for Ballot by Mail, please note: The
original application (hard copy) MUST ALSO BE submitted by mail and be received by
Dallas County Elections Department no later than the fourth (4th) business day after
the fax and/or email (scanned application must contain voter’s original signature)
was received. For additional information, please contact the City Secretary's Office at
972.230.9664.

CITY OF DESOTO WELCOMES PLANET FITNESS!
The large building at 1001 N. Beckley Ave.,
Suite 240B (Kroger Shopping Center,
Interstate 35 and Pleasant Run Road) is
currently being remodeled for a new Planet
Fitness location! The site should be open for
business in a few weeks.
Planet Fitness also plans to host a Pre-Grand
Opening Sale soon. The fitness company has
over 2,000 locations and create an
environment where you can relax, go at your
own pace, and do your own thing without
ever having to worry about being judged. For
more information, call PF at (800) 357-4474.
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HAMPTON ROAD TRAFFIC ALERT
Hampton Road motorists may have noticed one of the southbound travel lanes in
front of Big Lots has been barricaded off the last several days. This closure is due to
the discovery of a pavement failure in the southbound lanes. After investigation and
determination of a solution, the City issued the contractor a notice to proceed with
the emergency repair on April 12. The contractor set up traffic control devices on
Wednesday, April 14.
To effectively complete the work, the area around the pavement failure will need to
be isolated. Therefore, only one travel lane will be available for each of the
northbound and southbound directions. Southbound traffic will be shifted and
detoured across the median and into the northbound lane, where the northbound
lanes will be used for motorists traveling in both directions. Barricades will be used
to separate opposing traffic lanes. Please be careful and attentive when traveling this
area!
Motorists should expect some traffic delays, particularly during peak traffic hours.
The emergency repair is expected to take approximately 2 weeks to complete.
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DESOTO EMERGENCY RENTAL & WATER UTILITY
BILLING ASSISTANCE STILL AVAILABLE
The City of DeSoto, in partnership with
The MINT Foundation, is offering
residents financially impacted by
COVID-19
two
temporary
relief
programs: the Emergency Rental
Assistance Program (TERAP) and the
Utility Assistance Program. Both
programs provide up to six months of
financial assistance. Applications will be
accepted online and in-person at The
MINT Foundation, 1604 Falcon Drive.
Residents who would like assistance
with
submitting
documentation,
navigating Zoom Grants, or who have
questions about income eligibility
requirements can make an appointment
to work with a dedicated Case Manager
at The MINT Foundation.
Residents in need of water billing help, can still apply under the City's Utility Billing
Assistance Program. The City of Desoto received $249,000 in CDBG-CV funding from
HUD to operate an emergency relief program. This program provides up to six months,
or $1,000 of coverage that can be applied to delinquent water utility accounts.
Payments will cover water, sewer, garbage, and drainage fees.
Residents interested in applying to either the rental or utility assistance program will
need to apply directly through The MINT Foundation by calling (972) 224-7200 or
visiting in person at 1604 Falcon Drive, DeSoto, TX 75115. The online application can be
viewed here: https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?donorid=2367&rfpid=3370

PROJECTS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

08

COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse is now accepting drive-ups with the same hours 8:00 am to 4:00
pm, Monday through Saturday. COVID-19 testing continues at Mosely Park. Hours of
operation for this site are from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Sunday through Friday, with a
turnaround time for testing results within 24 hours. As of this week, there have been a
total of 5,937 COVID-19 cases reported in DeSoto during the span of the pandemic
affecting 3,516 residences.
FIRE DEPARTMENT STATS AND INTERNAL UPDATES
The department made 181 emergency calls
for service this week including 126
emergency
medical
calls
and
22
fire/rescue calls. Four members of the
department are on State Mission
Assignment, including members of the
Lancaster
and
Cedar
Hill
Fire
Departments, to assist in COVID-19
vaccinations in under-resourced areas of
the state. All personnel will be demobilized
by Sunday.

NEED TO REPORT AN ISSUE? USE GOREQUEST APP
DeSoto residents can report service
requests using the City's GoRequest
Mobile App. The app also allows
residents the option of viewing and
paying their water bill, track service
requests and attach photos related to
the request. Once submitted, the
Action Center will route the request to
the
proper
department.
The
GoRequest app is available for
download on Apple and Google Play.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
SPRINGTIME PREPARATION AND UPDATES
The Athletic Crew has been hard at work prepping the fields each week for the
weekend tournaments. DeSoto Town Center flowerbeds also got a seasonal refresh.
It is Spring, and the colors are showing!

UPCOMMING EVENTS - SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021

PROJECT UPDATES
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DESOTO DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION CLOSES ON
PROPERTY MAKING WAY FOR SMOOTHIE KING
The City of DeSoto and the DeSoto Development Corporation recently closed on the sale
of the property at 104 West Pleasant Run Road to Russell Glen Company for the
construction of a 1,200 square foot Smoothie King location. Construction is expected to
begin within the next week and will take approximately 6 months to complete. Russell
Glen Company will install the utilities, pavement, landscaping, and construct the shell
building. Once constructed, Russell Glen will lease the property to Sretsam, LLC, which
will finish out the interior of the building to Smoothie King standards and operate the
facility as a Smoothie King franchise location. The project represents a $1.2 million
investment in the City of DeSoto.

BRIARWOOD PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Briarwood Park has had a lot of activity over the past couple of weeks. The construction
started with the tearing out of the old infrastructure to give way to the new forms that
will provide accessible sidewalks and pathways to all the park's amenities. This week the
construction crew is laying out forms to provide the base for installing the sidewalks in
the next couple of weeks. Bridges will also be widened in the coming weeks. This exciting
project will provide better access to individuals of all abilities within the community. The
project is on track to be completed by mid-summer.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS
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17

VETERANS BENEFIT FORUM
VA AID & ATTENDANCE
DISCUSSION (VIRTUAL)

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

19

20

26

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
COUNCIL MEETING
(CANCELLED)

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 PM
DESOTO DEVELOPMENT
CORP. BOARD MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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UPCOMING WORK SESSION SCHEDULE
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TUESDAY, APRIL 20
1.bREVIEW OF MASTER CALENDAR OF
EVENTS & SPECIAL MEETINGS

5:30 PM TO 5:35 PM

2. REVIEW OF REGULAR AGENDA
ITEMS

5:35 PM TO 5:40 PM

3. COUNCIL LIAISON UPDATES

5:40 PM TO 6:00 PM

4. PRESENTATION OF THE CITY OF
DESOTO 2021 WATER DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM MASTER PLAN

6:00 PM TO 6:50 PM

NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS

April New Hires
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