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CONGRATULATIONS TO DESOSTO'S NEW MAYOR
AND CITY COUNCIL
Last night on Thursday, February 11, a Special
Meeting of the DeSoto City Council convened
for the swearing-in of DeSoto's new Mayor,
Rachel L. Proctor and Councilwoman Letitia
Hughes, Place 7. Because of COVID
restrictions, in-person attendance was limited
to essential staff. Residents wishing to view the
swearing-in ceremony can view the event on
the following City of DeSoto media platforms
including:
www.desototexas.gov/desototownhall
http://www.facebook.com/desototx

CANDIDATE FILING INFO FOR MAY 1 ELECTION
The City of DeSoto will hold a General Election on May 1 for Councilmember Place 6 and
Councilmember Place 7. The filing deadline ended today, Friday, February 12 at 5:00 pm.
Early voting by person appearance is scheduled to begin on Monday, April 19 and
continue through Tuesday, April 27.
The fllowing individuals have filed for a place on the ballot (in order received):
Councilmember Place 6
Councilmember Place 7
Entuane Tyson
Letitia Hughes
Crystal Chism
Kenzie Moore III
Versie Murchison
Calvin Graham
If you have any questions regarding the May 1, 2021 General Election, please contact the
City Secretary's Office at (972) 230-9646.
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DESOTO CITY COUNCIL WINTER RETREAT
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
The City Council Winter Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, February 20. This year, the
retreat will be held virtually and will focus on Business Plan Updates, reviewing the
City's recently approved 5-year Strategic Plan, and three educational topics in the
afternoon.
Council and staff will spend the largest bulk of time reviewing the Strategic Plan for the
purpose of ensuring that the plan is in alignment with the Council’s priority projects.
This will be Council’s opportunity to request and discuss changing the plan, adding
items, removing items, etc. Because it is a virtual meeting, Business Plan and Strategic
Plan information is being provided to the City Council by February 12. Guest speakers
have been invited to present on Trends in Residential Development, Utility Regulations
& Rate Setting, and the CDBG Process.

2021 COUNCIL WINTER RETREAT AGENDA
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DESOTO EMERGENCY RENTAL & UTILITY BILLING
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE - FEB. 15, 2021
The City of DeSoto, in partnership with
The MINT Foundation, will offer
residents financially impacted by
COVID two temporary relief programs:
the Emergency
Rental Assistance
Program (TERAP) and the Utility
Assistance Program. Both programs
provide up to six months of financial
assistance.
Applications
will
be
accepted
online
and
in-person
beginning Monday, February 15.
The DeSoto Utility Billing Assistance
Program is an emergency relief
program that provides up to six
months, or $1,000, of coverage that can
be applied to delinquent water utility
accounts. Payments will cover water,
sewer, garbage, and drainage fees.
The City of DeSoto is eligible to receive $150,000 in CDBG-CV funding from the Texas
Department of Housing and Community Affairs to operate TERAP and $249,000 in
CDBG-CV funding from HUD for the Utility Billing Assistance Program. Last week, the
City's Utility Billing contractor, Dataprose, mailed notifications of the Utility Assistance
program to 2,046 residents in Desoto with delinquent accounts.
Residents interested in applying to either program will need to apply directly through
The
MINT
Foundation
by
calling
(972)
224-7200
or
APPLY HERE:
https://www.zoomgrants.com/gprop2.asp?donorid=2367&rfpid=3370
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FIRE STATION NO. 2 COMPLETION TIMELINE
On February 2, City Council authorized a vendor contract to install an epoxy flake floor
system at the new DeSoto Fire Station No. 2 located at 206 S. Parks Drive. While there
is polished concrete flooring currently in place at the facility, the contract to install
epoxy flooring is necessary to provide a more consistent appearance and to provide a
more slip-resistance surface. Epoxy flooring is a better alternative for slip-resistance,
an important consideration since the facility’s primary occupants are emergency
responders.
The flooring work is the last major work item to complete before fire personnel
relocate to the new facility. There are other pending work items to complete; however,
none affect the ability to occupy the building and its ability to be used for intended
purposes.
On February 4, the vendor ordered flooring materials to install a trial sample in the
building for City staff review and approval. These materials are expected to arrive the
week of February 15-19. Since materials cannot be returned, upon staff’s approval of the
sample, the vendor will order comprehensive materials to complete the entire flooring
work. Key dates are listed below:
March 8-12 | Materials arrive; flooring work begins
March 22-26 | Complete floor work; cure time
April 1-5 | Building clean; furniture installations; transfer network; move-in
Shipping times for materials have been affected by the on-going pandemic, so these
dates are subject to change.
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NEW DIRECTIONS PRELIMINARY GRANT AWARD
The City of DeSoto initiated its CARE (Crisis Assessment and Resource Engagement)
Team in October with the goal of reducing the community’s reliance on emergency
service personnel for mental health interventions. This goal is to be accomplished
through providing support (education, intervention, referral) to families and individuals
who reach out to 911 dispatch for assistance.
The City applied to Dallas County in December for a “New Directions” grant to expand
this effort and take it regional. That application, prepared and submitted by a team led
by Lt. Melissa Franks, has been preliminarily approved in the amount of $1,893,654.
Pending final approval and the preparation and execution of an interlocal agreement in
March, this grant will provide funding to enhance resources available to support
individuals and families in crisis. It will also support the recruitment of a regional
program manager who will work to expand the program to neighboring communities.

ROUND 2 NEIGHBORHOOD GRANT OPENS SOON
It is time for the second round Neighborhood Matching Grant Application submittal
process to begin. Spring is just around the corner so this a great time to plan for
beautification projects and neighborhood revitalization. The City has $20,406.25
available in funding for this round of the matching grant program. The program will
open Monday, March 1 so the Spring 2021 Applications will soon be available online. The
deadline to submit is Wednesday, March 31.
Since the grants are awarded and not guaranteed as in the first round, a committee will
be selected at a later date to make recommendations to the City Council.
Representatives of HOAs that do not submit an application for the second round will be
contacted to participate on this committee. Please contact Becky Lewis at (972) 2309643 or BLewis@desototexas.gov with questions. The following are examples of eligible
projects, but are not limited to:
Landscaping Projects
Cooperative Neighborhood Work
Seasonal Decorations
Creative Neighborhood Beautification Projects
Safety-related Equipment
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COVID-19 RESPONSE AND VACINATION PLAN
DeSoto Fire Rescue and Police Department continue to assist in the drive-through
COVID testing and vaccinations at the Ellis Davis Fieldhouse. The Texas Department
of Emergency Management's (TDEM) vendor continues to operate a drive-thru
COVID testing site at Meadow Creek Park with operation hours of 12:00 pm to 6:00
pm Sunday through Friday (closed Saturdays) at no cost to DeSoto residents.
DeSoto Fire Rescue teamed with Cedar Hill Fire Rescue, the Texas Department of
Emergency Management, and the Texas Military Department to vaccinate for
COVID-19, 21 home bound persons, 13 in DeSoto and 8 in Cedar Hill utilizing teams of
Army National Guard and Fire Rescue medics.
The initial operation identified and developed systems and processes that can be
replicated to facilitate the vaccination of homebound citizens through DeSoto and
Texas. DeSoto was selected as the initial location for this program.

Fire Department Weekly Stats
The department made 197 emergency calls for service thisweek including 144
emergency medical calls and 53 fire/rescue calls including 3 structure fires.
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ADOPT-A-STREET AND HOA APPLICATION
DeSoto’s Adopt‐a‐Street Program is a joint
effort between city government and
residents to keep City rights‐of‐ways and
neighborhoods clean and beautiful. This
program allows residents, HOAs, civic and
religious
organizations,
and
local
businesses to express their pride and
commitment to the community by
committing to clean a street or area in
DeSoto on a consistent basis.
As you drive around town, you’ll see signs
similar to this one that recognize the
efforts of participants in the Adopt‐a‐
Street program. Many of DeSoto’s streets
have been adopted, but there are many
more available for adoption!

HOAs Currently Participating in the 2021 Adopt-A-Street Program
Centre Estate HOA
Club Parc HOA
Club Ridge HOA
Estates of Windmill HOA

High Meadows HOA
Meadowbrook Estates HOA
Wildwood/Oakmont HOA

To join the Adopt‐a‐Street program, just call the City Manager’s office at (972) 2309643 to request an application. In exchange for your commitment to clean youadopted
street at least twice a month for an initial period of six months, your HOA will receive
a sign with the name of your HOA on it, similar to the one pictured above, and it will be
erected on your adopted street. Click here to download the Adopt-a-Street
application: http://www.desototexas.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18732/Adopt-AStreet-Application-revised2-10-21
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PEGGS ST. RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT UPDATE
On January 28, construction began on
the final street segment comprising
the
2019
Street
Reconstruction
project. One-half mile of deteriorated
pavement will be removed and
replaced on Peggs Street from
Pleasant Run Road to Silver Creek
Drive in the Shamrock Gardens
community.
City staff distributed written notices
to affected residents in advance of the
construction
start.
The
notices
included information about continuity
of mail service during construction,
determined in consultation with the
United States Postal Service. Residents
will need to retrieve mail from a
temporary cluster of mailboxes that
have
been
installed
near
the
intersection of Neal Street and
Pleasant Run Road.
During construction, Peggs Street will be open only to those residents whose driveways
connect to the street. This local access to Peggs Street will be provided via Pleasant
Run Road. The intersections of Silver Creek Drive, Stinnett Place, and Reedsport Place
will be closed for the duration of construction. Construction is expected to continue for
approximately one month.
In fall 2020, City Council approved a construction contract to SPI Asphalt, LLC for
$513,706.50 to reconstruct three street segments, totaling approximately 3,900 feet (0.7
mile). Project construction began in November 2020. The two segments completed to
date are: Parkerville Road (Berry Lane to 700 feet west) and Marble Canyon Drive
(Bright Angel Trail to end of cul-de-sac).
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WEEKEND WEATHER PRECAUTIONS
Hello Winter! As you are aware, it has been cold and icy in the area and travel has been
both challenging and risky. The winter storm forecast for the DFW area this weekend
increases the chance that it could get much worse. This message is meant to both caution
and to help prepare you for what could come DeSoto’s way. We strongly advise that you
monitor the weather forecasts, especially the National Weather Service (NWS) for the next
few days. Their main website for our area is https://www.weather.gov/fwd/
Between Saturday evening and Monday afternoon, DeSoto may experience freezing
drizzle, snow accumulations of up to 3” to 7” inches, and bitter cold temperatures with
wind chills generating “real feel” temperatures of as low as -15 F. At times, DeSoto might
even experience near blizzard conditions. As a precaution, the City of DeSoto’s operations
team applied a liquid salt brine solution at major arterial intersections and bridges
beginning February 11.
DeSoto Street Department crews will be on standby and ready to treat problem areas or
additional callouts, if necessary. Additional liquid salt brine solution will be reapplied as
needed and arrangements are still in place to access sand in the event of a heavy snow
event.
Texas DOT will be handling the area’s expressways. Even with all of these precautions, the
NWS states that if the storm that was forecasts hits as predicted, “travel will become
nearly impossible and possibly life-threatening.” Under such conditions, the City of DeSoto
advises against driving and staying home. If you must travel, please use real-time updates
from the National Weather Service to show you their forecast. Stay safe, and keep warm!!
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
NEW PARKS AND RECREATION INTERACTIVE MAP
Working with GIS the Parks and Recreation
Department is happy to share the new Parks
Interactive Map. Citizens are able to use this
map to explore all the amenities of each park
and facility that the Parks and Recreation
Department oversees. Residents can also use
the map directions to find parks within 1 mile
of their home or greater distances to plan
some fun. This is the link to the map:
http://www.desototexas.gov/718/ParksMap

Feb. 19 - Support Black-Owned
Businesses
Feb. 26 - Black History Program (will
be held via Zoom)
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HAMPTON ROAD STEERING COMMITTEE
The Hampton Road Steering Committee project team has completed the initial
round of stakeholder outreach, encompassing a diverse cross-section of
community stakeholders.
The City’s contractor has substantially completed the market analysis to determine
the types of sustainable future development the corridor can reasonably support.
Some initial concept ideas regarding future land use and corridor districts have also
been developed. This data was presented to the Council-appointed committee on
February 8.
To be successful, the future land use plan and the street master plan must align.
The market analysis and land use concepts will serve as the basis for development
of three potential street cross-section options. The City’s vendor will spend the
next four to six weeks developing street concepts that consider multiple
transportation modes including transit, pedestrians, and bicycles along with
integration of elements such as wayfinding, landscaping, public art, branding, and
street furniture. Some major project milestones include:
Late March/early April 2021 - Conduct a 3rd steering committee meeting to
discuss preliminary streetscape options
Late April 2021 – Conduct the 2nd Public Open House
Early Summer 2021 – Conduct a joint meeting with the City Council and steering
committee to present and review the draft plan
Fall 2021 – City Council adoption of the final corridor plan
The steering committee serves as the advisory committee to the project team. To
date, the project team has conducted two steering committee meetings on
November 30, 2020 and February 8, 2021.
Participating committee members have provided valuable feedback for the
technical team to consider.
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TREE PRESERVATION/MITIGATION ORDINANCE
City Council tasked staff with the feasibility of drafting and implementing a Tree
Preservation/Mitigation ordinance in late 2019. Over the course of calendar year 2020,
various iterations of the proposed ordinance were presented to City Council and
ultimately to the public for comments beginning in November.
The proposed ordinance is an amendment to section 39.8 of the Zoning Ordinance; the
Planning and Zoning Commission conducted a public hearing on January 12 and elected
to table the item until February 9 to allow developers additional time to provide input
and feedback. Staff conducted a survey, and those results were presented at the
February 9 public hearing.
The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended denial of the proposed ordinance.
The Tree Ordinance will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration at the
March 2 City Council Meeting. Questions can be directed to the Planning & Zoning
Division at (972) 230-9626.

BAN THE BOX UPDATE
The Council discussed policies related to initiatives and regulations undertaken by some
states, counties, and cities to regulate the use questions regarding an applicant’s
criminal history during its Work Session on February 2. The Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (“EEOC”) has found that some hiring practices use an
affirmative response to questions about criminal history, a check of a box, to screen out
applicants has resulted in disproportionally eliminating minority candidates from
employment practices. This “disparate impact” is not consistent with the protections of
the Civil Rights Act and may result in legal liability. The “Ban the Box” initiative usually
restricts when an employer can ask about an applicant’s criminal history.
Based on Council’s discussion, staff is developing a proposed ordinance that would
prohibit employers in DeSoto from asking a question about an applicant’s criminal
history on the initial job application. Once developed, staff will schedule a discussion
session with the DeSoto Chamber and a town hall for community feedback regarding
policy impact. Staff will bring that feedback to the City Council at a future meeting
currently targeted for April.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 2021
15

CITY COUNCIL TOPICAL
WORK SESSION
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 PM

16

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

5:30 PM

20

22

COUNCIL WINTER
RETREAT (VIRTUAL)

9:00 AM - 4:30 pm

VIRTUAL DEDC
BOARD MEETING

9:00 AM

23

25

VIRTUAL PLANNING
& ZONING MEETING

6:00 PM

TOWN HALL
MEETING - MENTAL
HEALTH ISSUES

TBD
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UPCOMING WORK SESSION SCHEDULE
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
1.REVIEW OF MASTER CALENDAR OF
EVENTS & SPECIAL MEETINGS

5:30 PM TO 5:35 PM

2. REVIEW OF REGULAR AGENDA
ITEMS

5:35 PM TO 5:45 PM

3. COUNCIL LIASON UPDATES
4. PRESENTATION OF DESOTO POLICE
DEPARTMENT MARIJUANA
ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES
5. DISCUSSION OF DESOTO POLICE
DEPARTMENT MARIJUANA
ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES AND
OPTIONS TO DECRIMINALIZE LOWLEVEL MARIJUANA OFFENSES

5:45 PM TO 6:05 PM
6:05 PM TO 6:20 PM

6:20 PM TO 6:50 PM

NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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February New Hires & Promotions

Welcome Tenille Terry!

The City Council’s FY21 Business Plan Goal#1 is to
Create a City Identity and Marketing and
Communications Strategy to Improve Marketing
and Public Relations Efforts. A key resource to
accomplish this goal is the addition of a new
Marketing Manager. Tenille Terry will be joining the
City of DeSoto team as the Marketing Manager,
beginning Tuesday, February 16.
Ms. Terry comes to the City with a strong
educational background in Communications,
Journalism, and Marketing earning Masters from
Southern University and A&M College in Louisiana.
She worked for the Louisiana Governor’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
early in her career and has spent the last ten years
in a diverse set of private sector marketing
positions working her way to Texas.

