Week of May 19th
through the 23rd, 2008

Library to Host Scholastic Book Fair
The DeSoto Public Library invites one and all to its Scholastic Book Fair May 20-22
(Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) in the Library Assembly Hall. This sale of
children’s books will benefit the Library’s yearly Summer Reading Club Program.
The Book Fair will be open during regular library hours (10 am – 8 pm). For more
information, please call 972.230.9666 or email kboyd@ci.desoto.tx.us.

Work is Progressing on
the Town Center Project
The dream is now a reality. Site preparation is
well underway on the DeSoto Town Center
which will include 37,698 square feet of retail/
office space and 136 residential apartment
units. You may have seen the enormous yellow
crane on the Town Center Project construction
site as you travel up and down Hampton Road.
This crane is bringing in the walls for the new,
multi-level parking garage that will be a part of
the project.
The following reflects a year-to-date summary
of project construction activity:
•
•
•
•
•

The Building Permit was obtained on January
11, 2008
The Notice to Proceed was issued on January 19, 2008
The site preparation began on January 21, 2008
Project site demolition is 100% complete
Storm and sanitary sewer work is 90% complete; installation of domestic
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water service is 90% complete
All soil reconditioning is complete; and the building pads on Buildings 1,3 and 4 are in
place
• The garage foundations are 60% complete; precast concrete for the garage will be
delivered during the week of May 20, 2008
• The post-tension slab at Building 1 will be completed on May 30, 2008; the site retaining
wall at Building 1 is complete.
With the winter months behind us, project construction activity is picking-up pace. The DeSoto
Town Center project is expected to be substantially complete by May 11, 2009.
•

DeSoto Dining and Dialogue Needs Guests
For the Dinner on June 7th
Many feel that the cultural and racial divide that separates Americans is the single
most pressing matter plaguing our communities. Some have chosen not to deal
with the problem by relocating to a city less diverse. But this is, at best, a
temporary fix. For it is estimated that by the year 2050 there will no longer be a
minority population, and diversity will be the rule in most cities. Racial issues are
not easy to discuss. But it is a conversation we must engage in if our cities are to
be all they can be.
DeSoto now has a vehicle to make this conversation possible. It is called DeSoto
Dining & Dialogue. The program, originally organized by former Mayor Michael
Hurtt, is now run by a volunteer group of DeSoto citizens as an independent nonprofit organization. The group seeks to bring DeSoto citizens from different
cultural backgrounds together over dinner, for the purpose of encouraging crosscultural communication. More than a dozen dinner tables involving 8 to 10 people
are held three times a year. They start at 6:00 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m., in
homes, churches, and restaurants all over the city on the same night. Registered
participants are assigned a dinner location.
Anyone who lives or works in DeSoto can participate in the program by
agreeing to be a guest at the next dinner scheduled for June 7, 2008.
Guests need only bring an open mind and a willingness to share ideas and
experiences, there is no charge for dinner. To balance the tables and enhance the
experience, we need male and female guest of all ethnicities and ages. High
school students can receive credit for 5 community service hours for participating.
Trained facilitators provide structure to the evening and use techniques designed
to minimize debate and maximize sharing and understanding. Volunteer hosts
agree to welcome a group of 8 to 10 into your home or other location and cover
the cost of their meal. The program is also looking for volunteer hosts.
(continued on page 3)
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By participating in DeSoto Dining and Dialogue, we are starting the conversation
that transforms DeSoto into the consummate American city;
•
•
•
•

A city where
works
A city where
A city where
A city where
valued

diversity is not only in the workplace, but a place where diversity
cultural differences are not only tolerated but respected
the flag is not just waved but its principles are lived out
family values are not only preached but where every family is

DeSoto Dining and Dialogue was the cornerstone program that qualified the City of
DeSoto for the All-America City Award. If you would like to be a part of this
award-winning program, please call Kathy Jones at 972 230-9648 or go to the
DeSoto Dining and Dialogue website at desotodininganddialogue.org and register
to attend the next dinner by May 18, 2008. Together with DeSoto Dining &
Dialogue, we are making DeSoto a one of a kind city where the American dream is
a reality.

The BSW Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday
June 14th will Begin with a Parade
DeSoto will host the BSW Juneteenth Celebration at Moseley Park, located at 1300
Honor Drive. To kick off the day, the planning committee is organizing the BSW
Juneteenth Celebration Parade at 3 p.m. We are inviting churches, scout
troops, sports association and anyone who loves a parade to call 972.230.9648 to
request an application to participate. Applications are also available on the city’s
website under Special Events—BSW Juneteenth Celebration. The parade will begin
at the old Albertson’s on Polk Street, travel north on Polk to Ray and turn west on
Ray to Honor ending at Moseley Park.
Other activities on Saturday the 14th begin at 4
p.m. and will include a 3 on 3 basketball
competition, a toddler pageant, children’s
activities, swimming at Moseley Pool, vendors,
food and family fun. You can also expect a great
entertainment line-up of gospel music featuring
Dana Hemphill at 9pm. For more information on
the event, please call special events coordinator,
Carolyn Campbell at 972.230.9651.
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Juneteenth - An Evening of Storytelling
presented by Rhonda Haugabook
& Fruit for the Soul Artisans
June 13th - 7 p.m. Corner Theatre
Educating our communities on the history
and importance of Juneteenth is a focus
of this year’s event. As a result, local
visual artist, Rhonda Haugabook and
Fruits for the Soul Artisans will present
Juneteenth - An Evening of
Storytelling . It will bring to light what
life was actually like for the liberated
slaves and their descendents, highlight
the efforts of Al Edwards who worked
diligently to make Juneteenth a statewide
historical holiday and celebrate the living
legacy of a proud and determined people.
This special performance, made possible
in part by an arts grant from the DeSoto
Arts Commission, is scheduled for Friday,
June 13, 2008 at 7 p.m. in DeSoto’s
Corner Theatre located in DeSoto Town
Center. Tickets are $10 and can be
reserved by calling 972.291.9874.
Seating for this special performance is
limited.
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