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SOLAR TURBINES RECEIVES ENTREPRISE ZONE
PROJECT DESIGNATION
Solar Turbines Incorporated has received the State of Texas Enterprise Zone
Project designation from the Governor’s Office of Economic Development and
Tourism. In August 2020, the City Council approved a Resolution nominating
Solar Turbines Incorporated for the aforementioned designation. The
Enterprise Zone Project designation is effective from September 1, 2020, to
September 2, 2025. The purpose of the program is to encourage job creation
and retention and capital investment in areas of economic distress by allowing
for a state sales and use tax refund of $2,500 for each job created or retained
by the designated company. Solar Turbines Incorporated has committed to
investing $10 million over the next five years to expand and upgrade its DeSoto
facility. This capital investment is expected to lead to the creation of at least
ten new jobs and the retention of 300 existing jobs at the DeSoto facility. The
$2,500 refund per qualifying job will not impact City of DeSoto sales and use
tax.

2019 ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Construction will soon begin on the 2019 Street Reconstruction Project. Three
street segments will be reconstructed in connection with the project. The first
street segment to be reconstructed is the eastbound lane of Parkerville Road
between Berry Lane and Mulberry Lane. This section of roadway will be closed
to traffic during construction. The contractor is expected to install project
information signs and message boards on Monday, November 9 to alert
motorists of the pending road closure.
Construction is expected to begin toward the latter part of the week of
November 9-13, with an estimated duration of two weeks. The other street
segments included in the project, listed in the order in which they will be
reconstructed, are: Marble Canyon Drive (Bright Angel Trail to end of cul-desac) and Peggs Street (Pleasant Run Road to Silver Creek Drive).
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DESOTO C.A.R.E. TEAM UPDATE
The City of DeSoto is leading the way in developing tools to provide tailored
and customized public safety services to those with mental illness. This past
week, Chief Joe Costa and Lieutenant Melissa Franks met with Metrocare
Board Members to discuss specific partnership resources and to introduce
DeSoto's Crisis Assessment Resource Engagement (CARE) Team initiative.
Under DeSoto's CARE Team, a specialized team of personnel including police
officers, firefighters, a victim assistance coordinator, mental health clinicians,
and municipal court staff are working together to provide the right tools to
assist mental health cases.
The DeSoto CARE Team welcomed its City staff members to the team, Officer
Carolyn Williams, Victim Assistant Darcy Donelson, Battalion Chief EMS Bryan
Whitacre, and Administrative Assistant Sheila Johnson. The first cases of the
DeSoto CARE Team are actively being worked with Parkland Biotel Liaison
Katherine Herrian, LCSW. Relocation into the new CARE Team office space at
the DeSoto Library has been delated until the week of November 16.

CITY RESPONSE TO COMBATING COVID-19
Free COVID-19 and flu shots are available at
Ellis Davis Fieldhouse drive through testing
facility. The site is scheduled to be operational
through the end of November and extended as
needed. Ellis Davis is also anticipated to be an
administration point for COVID-19 vaccinations
once they become available and approved for
distribution. To date, there have been 1,183
DeSoto addresses with positive cases and 1,863
individual positive cases.
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STAR TRANSIT CELEBRATES RIDERS WITH FREE
SERVICE NOVEMBER 9-14
STAR Transit will host a week-long celebration
to say "thank you" to their riders. During Rider
Appreciation Week, November 9-14, STAR
Transit will offer free rides on all modes of
service for the entire week. Transit riders in
DeSoto should be on the lookout for the Rider
Appreciation Week Prize Patrol. They will be
out all week surprising riders with giveaways,
including free rides, lanyards and bags. For
more information about STAR Transit visit
STARtransit.org or call 877-631-5278

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM
OPENS FOR FIRST ROUND
The 2020-2021 first round Neighborhood
Matching Grant Application process is now
open. The holiday season is near and everyone
is looking forward to enjoying this year's
decorations and displays DeSoto! The City
Council has increased first-round funding from
$500 to $1,000 for eligible HOA projects. Please
complete the Neighborhood Matching Grant
application in its entirety. Once completed,
return
the
application
and
requested
documents to the City Manager's Office no later
than Friday, November 13. Contact Becky Lewis
at
(972)
230-9643
or
by
emai1
to
blewis@desototexas.gov with questions.
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RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS ASSISTANCE
HIGHLIGHTS
NDC is currently reviewing and approving submitted applications. The second
group of 100 residents has until Friday, November 6 to submit all required
documentation. The third group of 50 residential applicants has a deadline of
November 9. DeSoto staff are currently contacting both groups to provide
notification of deadlines and technical assistance. In the business assistance
program, NDC has invited another 40 businesses from the waitlist. In addition
to conducting extensive applicant outreach, DeSoto is continuing to field calls
from applicants in all groups and streamline communication between
applicants and NDC staff.

DESOTO LIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS
The library website on average has about 2,400 page views per month. During
the month of October, DeSoto's Library had 5,922 online views, 3,495 of which
visited the voter information page. In addition, the Library had the League of
Women’s Voters (LWV) guides available as well as representatives of the LWV in
front of the library for the last two months providing information on where and
how to vote. The DeSoto Library exists to provide residents free resources and
accurate information. For more information about Library resources, databases,
digital collections and Wi-Fi hotpots, please check out the DeSoto Public
Library page: https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/110/Library
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
MONSTER MASH YOUTH BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
Grimes Baseball Complex hosted a baseball tournament on Saturday, October
31 and Sunday November 3. The tournament was put on by Premier Prospects
Sports. Several teams from cities around the metroplex participated in the
tournament. Participant ages ranged from 10 years old to 13 years old. The
Parks Athletic Crew did a great job of getting the fields ready for play after
several days of rain throughout the week. The tournament organizers
expressed their gratitude for the effort the staff put forward to get the fields
ready for play. Grimes Baseball Complex also received several compliments
regarding the overall condition of the fields. This was a great display of
customer service that makes DeSoto stand out from the other venues around
the metroplex.
TEXAS YOUTH SPORTS ASSOICATION PLAYOFF GAMES
Meadow Creek Football Complex hosted the Texas Youth Sports Association
(TYSA) playoff football games on October 31. Participants ages ranged from
ages 6-12. The playoffs will conclude on November 8 for all ages.
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BUSINESS PLAN UPDATES
COLLOBORATION WITH THRONTREE GOLF CLUB
City staff and elected officials have initiated the process of working
collaboratively with ownership and staff of the Thorntree Golf Club to ensure
long-term sustainability and vibrancy of this important community asset.
Thorntree is currently working on submitting a façade grant to the DeSoto
Economic Development Corporation to improve the main entrance off of
Wintergreen Road to include improvements to tree maintenance,
landscaping, signage, and lighting. Also important to Thorntree Golf Club is a
sufficient on-property water source for its irrigation system. City staff is
working with Thorntree to explore options regarding establishing water
rights and drilling wells to maintain an adequate water supply
CDBG PROGRAMS
City staff met with the City's CDBG Consultant, James Gilleylen on October
23 to discuss processes and procedures of the two newest CDBG programs:
Emergency Home Loan Repair and Down Payment Assistance Program. The
final draft guidelines for the two programs were submitted to HUD. Staff are
currently waiting for HUD approval of program guidelines.
CULTURAL ARTS MASTER PLAN
The Arts Master Plan consultant, Margie Reese, presented the full draft
document to the Arts Commission at their regular meeting on November 2.
The plan was well received by Arts Commission members. Next steps include
a formal presentation of the plan to the City Council during the December 14
Topical Work Session.
CITIZENS POLICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Police Chief Costa is working with staff to forward the last two CPAC
Committee appointments to the City Council. A tentative meeting will be
scheduled for the end of November. Once the Committee is finalized, Chief
Costa will email appointees a survey, welcome letter and agenda for the
November 30 meeting.
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NOVEMBER 2020
09

HAMPTON RD. REDEVELOPMENT
JOINT MEETING
(COUNCIL/EDC/P&Z)

bluebonnet Rooms 6:00 - 8:00pm

10

12

PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 pm
CANVASS ELECTION COUNCIL SWEARING IN
CEREMONY (IN PERSON)

Council Chambers 6:00 pm

16

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 pm

17

19

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 pm
TREE ORDINANCE TOWN
HALL MEETING

6:00 - 7:00 pm

VETERANS COMMERATION AND FOOD DRIVE
The DeSoto Veterans Affairs Committee is honoring Korean War Veteran,
Robert Patrick Williams and WWII Veteran Joe Washington with a drive-thru
parade on Saturday, November 7 at 12:00 pm in the north parking lot of
Hampton Road Baptist Church, 400 N. Hampton Road.
We invite the
community to drive by, honk, shout, wave, and thank these great guys for their
service to our country.
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Employee Recognition

Mark
Calhoun,
Public
Utilities
Maintenance Worker, recently passed
the Class C Water Operator's Exam
which qualifies him to receive the
Class C Water Operator's Certification
from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TECQ). Mark
is also a TECQ Certified Wastewater
Operator. Possession of these two
certifications means that Mark is
qualified to operate and maintain the
City of DeSoto's water and wastewater
systems.

New Hires In November

October Employee Promotions

