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It is with profound sadness and deep regret that the City of DeSoto announces
the passing of our Mayor and dear friend, Curtistene S. McCowan. She was 72.
Mayor McCowan was first elected Mayor of DeSoto on May 7, 2016, and was
re-elected to her second term on May 4, 2019. On October 6, Mayor McCowan
shared with the DeSoto community that her doctors recently discovered that
she had lung cancer. Mayor McCowan’s passing was a result of complications
related to that battle.
Mayor McCowan has spent much of her life dedicated to serving the DeSoto
community. She had been a member of the DeSoto City Council since May
2012 before running for Mayor. Prior to her time on the City Council, she
served for five years on the DeSoto Economic Development Corporation Board
of Directors and held several positions with that Board.
She was a founder and president of Concerned DeSoto Citizens and she and
husband Leon R. McCowan had been active with that organization for 31 years.
She was also actively involved in education at a local, state, and national level
throughout her career.
McCowan was the first African-American elected to public office in DeSoto
when she won a seat on the DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees in 1990 where she
served for six years, two of those years as President. She was appointed by the
Texas Association of School Boards and served with them from 1990-1997.
McCowan served on the Statewide Panel on Student Skills and Knowledge for
the Texas Education Agency from 1993-1994. And in 2000, she was elected as
the Charter President of the DeSoto ISD Education Foundation Board of
Directors and has served on their Executive Committee since that time.
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McCowan was the senior investigator for the Federal Trade Commission’s
Southwest Regional Office for over 18 years. After more than 32 years of
meritorious service, she retired from the federal government in 2005.
McCowan noted recently that she was active in education locally before she
served on the ISD Board. By January 2007, she had spent more than 30 years in
education when the DeSoto ISD’s Board of Trustees voted to name a middle
school after her. Mayor McCowan considered that to be the greatest honor in
her life.
Curtistene S. McCowan is survived by her husband of 54 years Leon R.
McCowan and their two sons Danny Sebastian (Angie) and Leon Curtis
(Stephanie) McCowan. She was also the proud grandmother of Tiana, Kirsten,
and Taylor McCowan. Funeral arrangements are being made by the McCowan
family, which will be announced at a later date. The services will be held at the
Kirkwood Temple CME Episcopal Church, 1440 Sunny Glen Drive in Dallas.
Mayor McCowan will be deeply missed by the DeSoto City Council and City
staff who have worked closely with her during her years of service.
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SPECIAL PRAYER CEREMONY | SUNDAY, NOV 1
The DeSoto Pastors Coalition will hold a
special prayer/day or honor celebration in
the parking lot of Disciple Central
Community Church beginning promptly at
3:00 pm on Sunday, November 1. Wear green
or red in honor of Mayor McCowan!

DESOTO C.A.R.E. TEAM UPDATE
The City of DeSoto is leading the way in developing tools to provide tailored
and customized public safety services to those with mental illness. This past
week, Chief Joe Costa and Lieutenant Melissa Franks met with Metrocare
Board Members to discuss specific partnership resources and to introduce
DeSoto's Crisis Assessment Resource Engagement (CARE) Team initiative.
Under DeSoto's CARE Team, a specialized team of personnel including police
officers, firefighters, a victim assistance coordinator, mental health clinicians,
and municipal court staff are working together to provide the right tools to
assist mental health cases.
The CARE Team office will be located at the DeSoto Public Library where those
looking for assistance or working with the CARE Team can easily access City
personnel in a safe and welcoming environment. The CARE Team will begin
providing services to the DeSoto community on November 1. The CARE Team
Office is currently being outfitted with necessary furniture and technology and
referral forms being finalized.
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS & SMOKE ALARM BATTERY
REPLACEMENT REMINDER
Daylight Savings changes on November 1 as
DeSoto "falls back" one hour. DeSoto
residents are encouraged to change the
batteries in their smoke detectors whenever
the time change happens to help keep
detectors working properly and to help
families remain safe. Free batteries and
detectors are available in the Fire
Administration Office for senior citizens or
others in need of assistance.

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM
OPENS FOR FIRST ROUND
The 2020-2021 first round Neighborhood
Matching Grant Application process is now
open. The holiday season is round the
corner and everyone is looking forward to
enjoying this year's decorations and
displays throughout the City of DeSoto! The
DeSoto City Council has increased first
round funding from $500 to up to $1,000
for eligible HOA projects. Please complete
the
Neighborhood
Matching
Grant
application in its entirety. Once completed,
return the application and all related
documents to the City Manager's Office no
later than Friday, November 13. Contact
Becky Lewis at (972) 230-9643 or by emai1
to blewis@desototexas.gov.
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CITY RESPONSE TO COMBATING COVID-19
Free COVID-19 and flu shots are available at Ellis Davis Fieldhouse drive
through testing facility. The site is scheduled to be operational through the end
of November and extended as needed. Ellis Davis is also anticipated to be an
administration point for COVID-19 vaccinations once they become available
and approved for distribution. To date, there have been 1,146 DeSoto addresses
with positive cases and 1,863 individual positive cases.

RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS ASSISTANCE HIGHLIGHTS
NDC is currently reviewing and approving submitted applications. The second
group of 100 residents have one remaining week to submit documents related to
their application. A third group of 50 residents were invited to apply on Tuesday,
October 27. DeSoto staff are following up with both groups to remind them to
submit all documentation by their respective deadlines. In the business assistance
program, NDC is currently reviewing seven business applications and will
determined eligibility. NDC will begin the process of inviting more businesses off
the waitlist to submit a full application soon.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
ARBOR DAY | NOVEMBER 4
The DeSoto Parks & Recreation Department will be filming a virtual tree
planting event at Mirkes Park in honor of Arbor Day. The City will be giving
away 50 free trees to individuals on a first-come, first serve basis at the
Recreation Center on November 4 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. It is important
to the health for all aspects of the community to take pride in maintaining
and adding to DeSoto's urban canopy.

ATHLETICS AND AQUATICS
This past weekend DeSoto BMX hosted the 2020 Texas State Championships
at the DeSoto BMX track. The ages ranged from 5 years to 51 years old. Chris
and Casey Allen along with BMZ volunteers did a great job with hosting this
event. Please click this link: https://www.focusdailynews.com/state-bmxchampionships-held-in-desoto/
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BUSINESS PLAN UPDATES
COLLOBORATION WITH THRONTREE GOLF CLUB
City staff and elected officials have initiated the process of working
collaboratively with ownership and staff of the Thorntree Golf Club to ensure
long-term sustainability and vibrancy of this important community asset.
Thorntree is currently working on submitting a façade grant to the DeSoto
Economic Development Corporation to improve the main entrance off of
Wintergreen Road to include improvements to tree maintenance,
landscaping, signage, and lighting. Also important to Thorntree Golf Club is a
sufficient on-property water source for its irrigation system. City staff is
working with Thorntree to explore options regarding establishing water
rights and drilling wells to maintain an adequate water supply
CDBG PROGRAMS
City staff met with the City's CDBG Consultant, James Gilleylen, last Friday,
October 23 to discuss processes and procedures of the two newest CDBG
programs: Emergency Home Loan Repair and Down Payment Assistance
Program. The final draft guidelines for the two programs were submitted to
HUD for review and approval on October 26.
CULTURAL ARTS MASTER PLAN
The full Cultural Arts Master Plan is anticipated to be presented to the City
Council at the December 14 Topical Work Session. This past week, a draft
version of the plan was reviewed with the City Manager in anticipation of the
public release of the draft. The presenter will be Margie Reese, consultant for
the Master Plan.
CITIZENS POLICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Police Chief Costa is working with staff to forward the last two CPAC
Committee appointments to the City Council. A tentative meeting will be
scheduled for the end of November. Once the Committee is finalized, Chief
Costa will notify the group via email and share the agenda for the meeting.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS
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PARK DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION BOARD
MEETING

6:30 pm
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12

PLANNING & ZONING
MEETING (VIRTUAL)

6:00 pm
CANVASS ELECTION COUNCIL SWEARING IN
CEREMONY (TENTATIVE)

Council Chambers 6:00 pm

16

17

TOPICAL WORK SESSION
(VIRTUAL)

6:00 pm
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 pm
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