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DESOTO COUNTS! 2020 RESPONSE UPDATE
The deadline for the 2020 Census
ended October 15. The City made an
incredible push to encourage residents
to complete their 2020 Census forms
and to ensure that an accurate
resident count was conducted. The
recent count shows that DeSoto
finished with a response rate of 74.1%,
which is higher than the State average
of 62.6%, and the nationwide rate of
66.8%. Thank you, DeSoto!

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT
PROGRAM OPENS FOR FIRST ROUND
It is time again to begin the 2020-2021 First Round Neighborhood Matching
Grant Application submittal process. The holiday season is around the
corner and everyone is looking forward to enjoying this year’s decorations
and displays throughout the City of DeSoto! In an effort to best support the
grant program, the City Council has increased First Round funding from
$500 to up to $1,000 for eligible HOA projects.
Please complete the Neighborhood Matching Grant application in its
entirety, with a thorough description of what the association plans to
accomplish with the grant funds. Once completed, return the application
and all related documents to the City Manager’s Office no later than Friday,
November 13, 2020. Contact Becky Lewis at (972) 230-9643 or by email to
blewis@desototexas.gov for more info.
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DESOTO EDC WINS 2020 EXCELLENCE AWARD!
The
DeSoto
Economic
Development
Corporation won the top Gold Award for its
DeSoto Economic Development Corporation
New Website & Re-branding, a project in the
category of General Purpose Website of the
International
Economic
Development
Council (IEDC). The honor was presented
October 16 at a virtual awards ceremony
during the IEDC Annual Conference.
IEDC's Excellence in Economic Development Award recognizes the world's
best economic development programs and partnerships, marketing materials,
and the year's most influential leaders. IEDC received over 500 submissions
from 4 countries. The DeSoto Economic Development Corporation (DEDC)
updated and re-branded the outdated website to be more current and modern
and to provide easily accessible information for commercial real estate
developers, visitors, and residents alike.

DESOTO COURT'S OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
PROGRAM PRESS CONFERENCE SCHEDULED
A press conference is being organized on Friday, October 23 at 9:30 am to roll
out a joint Dallas County/DeSoto Municipal Court Occupational Drivers
License Pilot Program. This important program assists in making those with
suspended drivers licenses aware that they can petition for the issuance of an
Occupational License to maintain employment and for the necessities of life.
Under the program, defendants appearing before the DeSoto Municipal Court
will be able to file the requisite petition, pay the required fees, and have a
hearing before the Justice of the Peace remotely via Zoom to obtain an
Occupational License.
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WINTERGREEN RD. REALIGNMENT PROJECT

To prepare for the next construction phase of the Wintergreen Road
intersection realignment project, a section of Wintergreen Road will be
temporarily closed to traffic. Beginning on October 21, Wintergreen Road
between Duncanville Road and Primrose Lane will be closed to traffic. The road
is expected to re-open by October 26. The section of Wintergreen Road
between Primrose Lane and Cockrell Hill Road will be available for local access
to residents who live in the Windmill Hill subdivision.
A major traffic switch is expected to take place by the end of October so that
work can begin on the next construction phase, which will reconstruct
Duncanville Road from the Main Street/Wintergreen Road intersection south to
the Windmill Hill Preserve parking lot.
The project is a multi-agency collaboration, with Dallas County being the lead
agency for project management. All construction is estimated to be
substantially complete in late spring 2021.
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CITY RESPONSE TO COVID-19
Effective October 1, Ellis Davis Field House offers free
drive-through flu shots to Dallas County residents.
COVID-19 testing continues to be provided at the Ellis
Davis Field House and Walmart on Beltline Road.
Walmart offers appointment-only drive-through
testing, open daily from 7:00 am to 9:00 am. Ellis Davis
Field House testing center is open Monday through
Saturday 7:30 am to 4:00 pm under the direction of
DeSoto PD/FD and Parkland Hospital staff. To date,
there have been 1,001 DeSoto addresses with positive
cases and 1,611 individual positive cases.

STAR TRANSIT OFFERS FREE RIDES TO VOTERS
STAR Transit is offering free, round-trip rides to
local polling places, encouraging all eligible voters
to participate in this year’s general election. The
free service is available during early voting Tuesday,
October 13, through Friday, October 30, and on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 3. Please note
below that reservations must be made in advance.
All STAR Transit services are available, including
Demand Response, Fixed Routes and STARNow. To
schedule a free ride to vote, call STAR Transit at
least one business day but not more than two
weeks in advance of the desired trip. Scheduling
Agents are available during normal business hours
(8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) Monday-Friday at (877) 6315278. To book a STARNow ride, use the STARNow
app which can be downloaded free from the Apple
App Store or Google Play Store. Se Habla Español.
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RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS ASSISTANCE HIGHLIGHTS
The City's third-party administrator, NDC, is currently reviewing submitted
applications and reaching out to gather additional information as needed. Five
businesses were invited off the waitlist to submit an application for the Business
Program. Qualified Food Pantries received an email with instructions for application
requirements. The City of Desoto contacted all applicants at the beginning of the
week to remind them of the submission deadline and to offer assistance.
RESIDENTS SELECTED
FOR THE LOTTERY

200
50 PEOPLE WAITLISTED

BUSINESSES SELECTED
FOR THE LOTTERY

40

20 PEOPLE WAITLISTED

DeSoto Residential Grant Stats
African-American – 89%
Caucasian – 4%
Asian-American - <1%
Latinx – 8%
Disabled – 8%
DeSoto Business Grant Stats
Woman-owned: 64%
African American-owned: 84%
Asian-American-owned: 7%
Latinx-owned: 2%
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
October is Domestic Violence and Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Have you
seen the purple and pink ribbons and lights? DeSoto is painting the City
purple & pink! The DeSoto Parks & Recreation Department has partnered
with the DeSoto Police Department, the Domestic Violence Advisory
Commission (DVAC), and the Parks Development Corporation to promote
awareness throughout the community.
Walking for Awareness campaign participants dress the part to stop Domestic
violence and support breast cancer awareness. Twenty-nine DeSoto residents
registered to take part in the campaign. Each participant received a
complimentary gift bag with a purple mask, breast cancer bracelet and pin,
and domestic violence bracelet and pin.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT UPDATES
DeSoto Senior Center and Police Department hosted their 23rd Annual
Health Fair on October 13. Both staff and patrons were excited to see each
other as well as receive information from participating vendors. The event
had over 70 seniors and 15 vendors participating. More than 100 health bags
were handed out at this event.

Texas Tournament Baseball will be hosting the USSSA Fall State Baseball
Championships Tournament on October 24-25 at Grimes Park for ages 1014. The tournament will feature 47 teams from Abilene, Temple, Caddo Mills,
Iowa Park and Duncan, Oklahoma. The tournament will also include teams
from the metroplex and games will be played all day on both days.
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY ADVISORY TASK FORCE
The DeSoto Economic Recovery Advisory Task Force's (ERAFT)
and DeSoto Parks and Recreation are continuing their broadcast
outreach to DeSoto’s Seniors. On Thursday, October 15, DeSoto
Fire Rescue Chief Jerry Duffield sat down for a conversation with
DeSoto Communication Manager Matt Smith to discuss various
elements of fire safety and issues aimed at informing our seniors.
October is Fire Prevention Month. With the time change coming
November 1, Chief Jerry reminded residents of the need to change
smoke detector batteries or how to receive a new battery from
the DeSoto Fire Department. The Chief also stressed the
importance of being cautious with space heaters and keeping real
Christmas trees used indoors in water to prevent them from
becoming fire hazards. Chief Jerry also discussed COVID-19
prevention, testing, and the importance of receiving flu shots as
well as how DeSoto Fire and other fire departments are
participating in the “File of Life” program which stores importing
medical information for seniors inside of their refrigerators. This
practice allows first responders to retrieve info and use it to treat
impacted seniors more quickly during emergency response. The
broadcast is available for viewing at the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/137212223477/videos/377109983651
634 or at http://bit.do/DeSoto-Seniors-Fire-Prevention
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ETC INSTITUTE - 2020 RESIDENT SURVEY
DeSoto’s First Community Survey since the mid 2000’s is entering a new
phase. Survey Provider ETC received a very strong response to both the
random and non-random online portion of the survey. The collection
period formally ended on September 21 at 5:00 pm, and the work of
analyzing and compiling data is underway.
According to ETC, DeSoto's response rates for both the random survey
group and the volunteer responses were excellent. ETC did have a
correction in their estimate of the number of DeSoto residents who took
the non-random survey online. Therefore, the City Manager’s Office
continues to work with Community Survey provider ETC to review that raw
data for our survey and to secure more detailed information and
breakdowns. This helps us more accurately interpret the data and better
prepare for future briefings and our eventual rollout. City staff are also
working with ETC to construct a multi-media presentation to facilitate
outreach and information sharing on the key details of the survey.

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE
City staff finalized the key initiatives to be included in the Strategic Plan.
The key initiatives also identify responsible parties, funding requirements,
and key outcomes to be achieved. The consultant is now incorporating the
key initiatives into the plan as she completes the final draft. Staff initially
planned to present the Strategic Plan at the October 19 Topical Work
Session. However, to allow the consultant sufficient time to compile the
final draft, the Strategic Plan will be presented to Council at the November
16 Topical Work Session.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

OCTOBER 2020
17

VIRTUAL VETERANS
BENEFIT FORUM

10:00 am - 11:00 am

19

TOPICAL WORK
SESSION (VIRTUAL)

6:00 pm

20
23

27

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
(VIRTUAL)

5:30 pm
VIRTUAL FOURTH
FRIDAY CONCERT

Martha Burkes, Domestic
Violence Awareness Concert
VIRTUAL PLANNING
& ZONING MEETING

6:00 pm

30

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION
LUNCH & VIRTUAL RAFFLE

Council Chamber 12:30 - 1:30 pm

PAINT DESOTO PURPLE
On Friday, October 23, DVAC will partner with
the DeSoto Arts Commission’s Fourth Friday
concert series with “Rise Up – A Domestic
Violence Awareness Event” featuring the
incomparable Martha Burks. This Virtual Concert
will begin at 7:00 pm via Facebook, Instagram,
the City of DeSoto’s Website, and Cable Channel.
Please email DVAC@DeSotoTexas.gov.
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UPCOMING WORK SESSION SCHEDULE
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
1. REVIEW OF MASTER
17
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS &
SPECIAL MEETINGS

5:30 PM TO 5:35 PM

2.
19REVIEW OF REGULAR
AGENDA ITEMS

5:35 PM TO 5:45 PM

3. COUNCIL LIAISON UPDATES

5:45 PM TO 6:15 PM

4. DISCUSSION OF A PROPOSED
WORKFORCE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT ON BOLTON
23
BOONE ROAD

6:15 PM TO 6:30 PM FOR
PRESENTATION
6:30 PM TO 6:50 PM FOR
COUNCIL DISCUSSION
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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New Director of Public Utilities
DeSoto is excited to announce the hiring of Mr.
Louis Martinez for the Director of Public
Utilities position with the City of DeSoto. Louis
has an undergraduate degree in geology and a
master’s degree in water resources, both from
the University of New Mexico. He has held
leadership roles in water utilities for the City of
Albuquerque, New Mexico; Lake Havasu City,
Arizona; and most recently as the Director of
Waterworks for the City of New Port News,
Virginia. Louis brings significant knowledge,
experience, and industry accomplishments to
DeSoto as a member of the City's executive
team! His start date is Monday, November 30.

New Hires In October

October Employee Promotions

