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SUMMARY OF EXECUTIVE ORDERS GA-30 & GA-31

On September 17, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott issued Executive Orders GA‐30
and GA‐31 to reopen certain venues to 75% capacity and allow resumption of
elective surgeries in certain counties. Counties that reside in Trauma Service
Areas (TSAs) with high COVID‐19 hospitalizations are excluded from these reopenings. Per the executive orders, areas with high hospitalizations means any
Trauma Service Area that has seven consecutive days in which the number of
COVID‐19 hospitalized patients as a percentage of all hospitalized patients is 15%
or less. A current list of areas with high hospitalizations will be maintained at
www.dshs.texas.gov/ga303.
Of the 22 trauma service areas in Texas, 19 of those are under the 15% indicator.
The three regions that are not included, and therefore may not yet expand
business re-openings, are Victoria, Laredo, and the Rio Grande Valley. The
following businesses within the 19 regions with 15% or lower COVID-19
hospitalization rates may reopen to 75% capacity beginning on Monday,
September 21: Retail, restaurants, office buildings, manufacturing, museums,
libraries, and gyms. Additionally, nursing homes facilities, assisted living centers,
state supported living centers, and other long-term facilities in those regions are
allowed to reopen for visitation on September 24, providing they comply with
certain health protocols and no new outbreaks occur. Bars are still not able to reopen. GA-30 and GA-31 take effect on September 21, 2020.
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DESOTO COUNTS! CENSUS 2020
The deadline for the 2020 Census is September 30,
2020. The City continues to encourage residents to
complete their 2020 Census forms to ensure that an
accurate resident count is conducted. The recent count
shows that DeSoto has a response rate of 72.7%, which is
higher than the State average of 61.6%, and the
nationwide rate of 66.0%. The 2020 Census is still
available online for completion. Enumerators have
started making home visits to those who have not
completed the Census form in the coming weeks.

TXDOT REHABILITATION PROJECT- BELTLINE ROAD
The The Texas Department of Transportation recently
began work to rehabilitate Belt Line Road (FM 1382)
between Hampton Road and Polk Street. The project
scope consists of milling (removing) two inches of
existing asphalt pavement and re-paving with two inches
of new asphalt. Removal of existing asphalt is complete,
and re-paving is in progress. Based on the availability of
asphalt material, the contractor plans to re-pave one lane
per night. Once the new pavement is in place, the road
will be re-striped to delineate lanes.
As part of the same rehabilitation project, TxDOT is also
removing and replacing select concrete pavement panels
along Belt Line Road between Hampton Road and
Whitewater Trail. TxDOT-Dallas District owns and
maintains Belt Line Road. TxDOT performs periodic
conditions assessments for its roadway assets. Sections
of pavement are identified for rehabilitation based on
condition assessment results and available funding. The
project is being managed by the TxDOT Southwest
Maintenance Office, which is based in Cedar Hill. TxDOT
estimates the project will be complete by early October.
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WINTERGREEN RD. REALIGNMENT PROJECT

The Wintergreen Road intersection realignment project located at the DeSotoDuncanville-Cedar Hill city limit will soon enter its second phase of construction.
The project is a multi-agency collaboration, with the City of DeSoto, City of Cedar
Hill, City of Duncanville and Dallas County as project partners. Dallas County is
overseeing the project construction. The on-going Phase 1 construction will build
the new Wintergreen roadway extension. Phase 2 construction will expand
approximately 600 feet of Duncanville Road to four lanes, beginning at the Main
Street intersection and continuing south to the Windmill Hill Preserve. Upon
completion of Phase 1 construction inn early October, Duncanville Road will be
closed and traffic will be re-routed to the new Wintergreen Road pavement. Access
to the Windmill Hill Preserve parking lot on Duncanville Road will be suspended
during Phase 2 construction. The estimated duration for the parking lot closure is
October 2020 – March 2021. As an alternative, park patrons may use the smaller
parking lot, located on Wintergreen Road approximately 1,500 feet west of
Primrose Lane. All construction is estimated to be substantially complete in late
spring 2021.
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CITY RESPONSE TO COVID-19
COVID-19 testing continues to be provided at the Ellis Davis Field House and
Walmart on Beltline Road. Walmart offers appointment-only drive-through
testing, open daily from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM. Ellis Davis Field House testing center
is open Monday through Saturday 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM under the direction of
DeSoto PD/FD and Parkland Hospital staff. To date, there are 835 DeSoto
addresses with positive cases and 1,382 individual positive cases.
The Red Cross will be conducting a blood drive on October 2 from 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM at the Civic Center Pecan Room. For an appointment, please visit
www.redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code "CityofDeSoto" or call 1-800RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767). As of yesterday, there are forty-two remaining
slots available.

FIRE DEPARTMENT ENTRANCE EXAMS
The Fire Department will be conducting
entrance exams for the position of
Firefighter/Paramedic on Saturday, October
17 at DeSoto West Middle School. Applicants
who receive a minimum score of 70 percent
will be invited to take the physical agility
(PA) test at the DeSoto Fire Training
Academy. After successful completion of the
examination and PA testing, an eligibility list
will be established and will remain in effect
for twelve months or until exhausted.
Preference may be granted to currently
certified Police Officers. To date, 114
applications have been submitted. The Study
Guide and Application are available on the
Fire Department's webpage.
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RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
The pre-application period for the City of DeSoto's residential and business
assistance program closed on September 14. NDC is currently working to
determine eligibility of pre-applicants. NDC will contact applicants via email on
or after September 25. Contacted applicants will have two weeks from the date of
notification to submit a full application. We will provide the final pre-applicant
totals next Friday.
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL
PRE-APPLICATIONS

679

COMPLETION RATE 76%

TOTAL BUSINESS GRANT
PRE-APPLICATIONS

346

COMPLETION RATE 66%

DeSoto Residential Grant Stats
African-American – 89%
Caucasian – 4%
Asian-American - <1%
Latinx – 8%
Disabled – 8%
DeSoto Business Grant Stats
Woman-owned: 64%
African American-owned: 84%
Asian-American-owned: 7%
Latinx-owned: 2%
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FILM HIGHLIGHTS THE RISE OF DESOTO YOUTH
FOOTBALL STAR
In early August, Hearst Productions from Omaha, Nebraska produced a
documentary at Meadowcreek Football Complex on RuQuan Brown.
RuQuan started his football career in the DeSoto Youth Football League. He
currently attends Harvard on a football scholarship. To watch the video,
click HERE.

DOCUMENT SHREDDING EVENT CANCELED
Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Document Shredding Event scheduled on
September 19 has been cancelled for the safety of workers, volunteers, and
the general public. While substantial progress has been made to reduce
the spread of COVID-19, its continued affect and the amount of close
contact produced by this event requires that safety for all involved be
considered first. The City will look to reschedule the event for Spring 2021.
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DeSoto Economic Recovery Advisory Task Force
The Several key members of DeSoto’s Economic Recovery
Advisory Task Force met with staff from DeSoto Parks &
Recreation in a virtual meeting on Wednesday, September 16, to
continue planning the communications outreach effort to
DeSoto’s Seniors who are homebound due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. They reported that their first joint newsletter about
this combined effort went out as part of the City’s water bill
mailings on September 15. They are in the initial planning stages
of filming short video segments aimed at Seniors for future
broadcast.

The Parks department taped an additional line dance performance
on Thursday, September 17. Topics in the works include Fire &
COVID Safety information from DeSoto Fire Rescue, anti-scam
advice from DeSoto Police, a yoga class through one of Sub
Committee Chair Tochi Osuji’s contacts, Senior Line Dancing
through Parks, and basic voting info for Seniors from the DeSoto
Public Library’s Kerry McGeath.
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ETC INSTITUTE - 2020 RESIDENT SURVEY
A link to DeSoto’s Community Survey was posted with information in
English and Spanish on the City of DeSoto’s online platforms on Friday,
September 11 and it will remain posted and available until the end of the
business day on Monday, September 21. Contact information was also
provided in English and in Spanish if any residents needed follow-up.
Survey provider ETC felt that this follow up posting was “excellent.” They
also indicated that all is going as it should be. to view the survey, click here.

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE
City staff and the strategic planning consultant are working to develop
DeSoto's first 5-year strategic plan. Staff met again on September 10 and
finalized the process of identifying initiatives to be accomplished. It is
anticipated that the Strategic Plan document will be complete in early
October and will be the subject of discussion for the October 19 Topical
Work Session.

WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

SEPTEMBER 2020
19

VIRTUAL VETERANS
BENEFIT FORUM
Cable Channel 16, Facebook
Live and City's website at
10:00 am

19

LATIN HERITAGE
FESITIVAL CONCERT
Feat. Havana NRG on City's
YouTube Channel at 6:00 pm

22

VIRTUAL PLANNING &
ZONING MEETING
Virtual Meeting at 6:00 pm

25

DESOTO ARTS
COMMISSION - FOURTH
FRIDAY CONCERT
Ahyonz feat. Kenya C. and O.T. &
The Funck Connection at 8:00 pm
on Facebook Live @ArtsDeSoto

28

VIRTUAL DEDC
BOARD MEETING
From 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

BLM EXHIBIT AT CITY HALL
The Black Lives Matter Art Exhibit is on display in the City Hall Atrium
now through September. The Arts Commission filmed a video with the
artists whose work is represented in the exhibit last night. This video will
be used as a "virtual art show" and will be made available on the
ArtsDeSoto.com website and Facebook page on Tuesday, September 22.
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WEEKLY EVENTS & MEETINGS

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2020
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NEW HIRES, PROMOTIONS & RECOGNITIONS
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NEW HIRES
NEW DEPUTY CITY MANAGER STARTS MONDAY
Kristoff Bauer, the new Deputy City
Manager, starts Monday, September 21.
Kristoff has a Juris Doctorate degree and a
Master’s degree in Buisness Administration
from the University of Washington. He has
worked with the City of Fayetteville, NC;
Jacksonville, NC; Billings MT; and Shoreline,
WA. He will be a great addition to the
DeSoto team. Please stop by and say hello!

