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DESOTO PARKS & RECREATION RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS REGIONAL
AWARD FOR 4TH OF JULY PROMOTION
The City of DeSoto received some great news recently. The pres gious Texas Recrea on
and Park Society (TRAPS,) presented their coveted “Promo onal Award” to the CAPRA
Accredited DeSoto Parks & Recrea on Department for their digital marke ng campaign
promo ng the City’s joint 4th of July Celebra on with the City of Lancaster that leveraged
more than 11,000 in a endance.
Mayor Cur stene S. McCowan applauded the news. “We are thrilled to see that our eﬀorts
to get out the good word about our spectacular 4th of July event with Lancaster has been
recognized by TRAPS, one of the most respected parks organiza ons in the na on, as being
the best of all promo onal eﬀorts. That, combined with our CAPRA accredita on which has
only been bestowed on 176 park systems in the country, should reassure everyone that
DeSoto’s parks, recrea onal facili es, and events are the best around and that we are
working hard every day to ensure that they remain the best!”
The Texas Recrea on and Park Society (TRAPS) is a nonproﬁt educa onal and professional
organiza on founded 77 years ago to advance the profession of parks, recrea on, and
leisure services in Texas.
The DeSoto’s Parks and Recrea on Department secured their ﬁrst‐ever CAPRA accredita on in 2016 under the
leadership of Parks Managing Director M. Renee Johnson who is currently serving as the City of DeSoto’s Interim City
Manager. CAPRA is the only na onal accredita on of park and recrea on agencies and is considered conﬁrma on of
the agency’s overall high level of opera on, management, and service to the community.

Presents…

The Annual Tree
Ligh ng
at DeSoto Town Center
Tuesday,
December 3, 2019
6:30pm

City Calendar

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS BY BREAKING BREAD
TOGETHER DeSoto Dining and Dialogue Celebrates 15 Years of
Community Unity and Healing

November
18 Veterans Com. Mtg. ‐ City Hall 6:30 pm
19 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
22 4th Friday Concert‐Corner Theatre 8 pm
25 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
26 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall 7 pm
27 & 28 City Facili es Closed ‐ Thanksgiving

December
2 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6pm
2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. 6:30 pm
3 Tree Ligh ng ‐ Town Center ‐ 6:30 pm
3 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
5 Mayors Quarterly Mtg. ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Historical Founda on Mtg. ‐ 6 pm
5 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐City Hall ‐7 pm
16 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall 9 am
16 Veterans Com. Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐6:30 pm
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ Canceled
24 City oﬃces closed ‐ Christmas Eve
25 City oﬃces closed ‐ Christmas Day
27 4th Friday Concert‐Corner Theatre ‐8pm

4 out of 5 car seats are used
improperly...could your child’s
seat be one of them?
Find out at the FREE CAR SEAT
INSPECTION sponsored by SAFE
KIDS of Greater Dallas and the
DeSoto Environmental Health
Department.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
8:30 AM TO 12 NOON
Amber Terrace Elementary
221 Amber Lane, DeSoto
Car seats will be checked by a
cer ﬁed car seat technician for:
 Proper installa on
 Proper ﬁt for your child
 Safety recalls
Please call 214.456.2059 to
schedule your appointment. The
child, current car seat, and vehicle
must be present the day of the
appointment.
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by Matt Smith, Communications Manager

On Thursday, October 3, 2019, the DeSoto Dining and Dialogue Program, which brings
members of the city’s diverse communi es to the dinner table to ﬁnd common ground and
build understanding, assembled in DeSoto’s Corner Theatre to formally celebrate 15 years
of dialogue and unity.
When the DeSoto Dining and DiaIogue program started in January 2004, DeSoto was in the
midst of a major demographic shi . DeSoto’s African‐American popula on was growing
rapidly and was beginning to numerically overtake the long me white popula on. City
leaders at that me felt that there was a need for improved dialogue between new and
long me residents and decided to develop a program based on one that was mee ng with
success in Dallas. And so, on Dr. Mar n Luther King’s Birthday, January 19, 2004 DeSoto
Dining and Dialogue held it’s inaugural dinner event.
“DeSoto is a wonderful example of how
residents of extremely diverse backgrounds
can gather together at the same table, break
bread together, and celebrate their common
humanity,” declared DeSoto Mayor
Cur stene S. McCowan. “For the last 15
years, DeSoto has been living proof that the
factors that unite us are much stronger and
more plen ful than those that divide us.“
Mayor McCowan was on hand for the most recent dinner event which embraced the stated
“Together, We Will” theme building on the One DeSoto We Rise Together rally that was
held in May. The DeSoto Dining and Dialogue
Program hosted the dinner event to garner
community support for our school district and
municipal government in the face of nega ve
news reports. Dinner par cipants were asked to
make personal “I Will” statements describing what
they would do to make DeSoto a be er place such
as “I Will

volunteer at my neighborhood school,” “I Will
model excellence everyday” and “I Will stand for
DeSoto”.
For more informa on about DeSoto Dining and
Dialogue visit www.desotodd.org.

Did You Know?
Oversized vehicles may not be parked or stored in any residen al neighborhood. An
overweight vehicle means a truck tractor (cab), semi‐trailer, trailer with a rated
capacity in excess of 17,500 GVWR or higher such as ﬂatbed trucks, vehicles with
mounted equipment, mechanical or hydraulic devices designed to assist in loading or
unloading freight or the transpor ng of other vehicles. Recrea onal vehicles and
travel trailers may be parked in residen al neighborhoods, but must be parked on
private property on an improved surface. Recrea onal vehicles must not be parked
as to cause a visibility obstruc on to vehicular and pedestrian traﬃc. All vehicles
parked on the street must be moved every 24 hours.

A Message from Code
Enforcement

City Ordinances require that weeds

On October 15, 2019, DeSoto City Council
passed and approved Ordinance No. 2180‐
19. The Ordinance amends Chapter 4 of
the DeSoto Code of Ordinances en tled
“Business Regula ons” by adding a new
Ar cle 4.2000 en tled “Short‐Term
Rentals.” The purpose of the new ar cle is
to establish regula ons for the use of
residen al dwelling units as short‐term
rentals in order to ensure the protec on of
the health and safety of the occupants of
short‐term rental proper es and to protect
the integrity of the neighborhoods in which
these proper es are located. The new
ordinance takes eﬀect January 1, 2020.

Holiday Trash
Schedule



A sketch ﬂoor plan of the dwelling
with dimensional room layout; and



Site plan/survey of the property
indicated and maximum number of
vehicles legally allowed.

Current owners and operators of short‐
term rentals in DeSoto are being no ﬁed
by mail of the regula ons. The new
ordinance requires that any exis ng short‐
term rental has sixty (60) days from the
adop on of the ordinance to complete the
Sec on 4.2003 requires the operator of
required registra on and obtain the short‐
any short‐term rental located within the
term rental permit. Failure to do so is a
City of DeSoto, Texas to obtain a short‐
viola on of the new ordinance, which is a
term rental permit. An operator must
submit an applica on to the City of DeSoto Class C misdemeanor oﬀense punishable
upon convic on by a ﬁne not to exceed
that contains the following informa on:
ﬁve hundred dollars ($500) per oﬀense,
 Name, address, email and telephone and each remaining day in viola on
number of the owner and operator of cons tutes a separate oﬀense.
the short‐term rental unit;
The short‐term rental applica on can be
 Name, address, email and 24‐hour
found on the City of DeSoto website at
contact telephone number of the
www.desototexas.gov, or can be picked up
at the Code Enforcement Department
operator or any designated agent;
located at 714 E. Belt Line Road, DeSoto,
 Name, mailing and physical address of Texas 75115. Ques ons should be directed
the short‐term rental;
to Charles Humphrey at 469.658.3076 or
Carmen Humble at 469.658.3075.
 Number of sleeping rooms in the
short‐term rental;

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and
New Years Day are three of the ﬁve
holidays observed by the City of
DeSoto's solid waste contractor,
Republic Waste. There will be no trash
service on these holidays.
On a holiday, regular service shi s by
one day. For example there will be no
trash service on Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 28th. Regular
Thursday service moves to Friday that
week and the Friday collec on will be
made on Saturday. The regular schedule
resumes on Monday, December 2, 2019.
In observance of the Christmas Holiday,
there will be no solid waste service on
Wednesday, December 25th. Regular
recycling will be collected on Thursday,
December 26th, Thursday collec ons
will move to Friday, December 27th, and
Friday’s trash service shi s to Saturday,
December 28th. Similarly, there will be
no trash service on Wednesday January
1st in observance of New Year’s Day
moving regular recycling collec on to
Thursday, January 2nd and Thursday
collec ons to Friday, January 3rd.
Regular Friday collec ons will be made
on Saturday January 4th and the normal
cycle resumes on Monday, January 6,
2020. If you'd like to receive electronic
reminders about changes in our trash
service, download the free Recycle
Coach app from the app store.

DeSoto’s Mayor, Cur stene McCowan, welcomed numerous dignitaries to our 2019 Vet Fest Veterans Apprecia on Event including
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson, Texas State Representa ve Carl Sherman Sr., members of the DeSoto City Council, mul ple
City oﬃcials, and most importantly, all of our dis nguished Veterans.
“While it is always the right me to give thanks to our military Veterans for their
sacriﬁces to keep us safe and free, events such as Vets Fest allow us to honor
them in a grand way and to add emphasis to DeSoto’s deep gra tude,” said
Mayor McCowan. “Speaking on behalf of the City of DeSoto, I want all of our
Veterans to know that we hold them in our highest regard and that they will al‐
ways have DeSoto’s undying love, respect, and apprecia on!”
One of the dis nguished Veterans who was honored at Saturday’s ceremony was
former DeSoto City Councilmember and US Marine (Re red) Richard “Dick” North
who was presented with DeSoto’s “Soldier On Award” for his deep commitment
to both his country and his community. “Dick North has dis nguished himself not
only in the service of his country but in the helpful and selﬂess role that he con‐
nued to play for so many years right here in our own DeSoto community,” noted Mayor McCowan who added “We can think of no
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one in DeSoto who is any more deserving of this honor than our dear friend and esteemed former colleague, Dick North.”

Howard E. Sco & the Low Riders

Regina Belle

DeSoto Town Center Plaza
211 E. Pleasant Run Road

6pm
m
7 am

O.T. &TheFunk
Connection
Friday, December 27th
8PM

DeSotoCorner Theatre

Cosmo Universal Art

Friday, December 28, 2018
8 pm
DeSoto Corner Theatre
211 E. Pleasant Run Road

The DeSoto Arts Commission’s next Fourth
Friday Concert takes place on Friday
December 27, 2019 at 8 pm. This free
concert features O.T. & The Funk Connection,
a high‐energy jazz band known for their
dynamic concepts and crowd pleasing
performances. Specializing in smooth jazz and
funk, these talented performers have shared
the stage with Kirk Whalum, Will Downing,
Spyro Gyra, Wayman Tisdale, KEM and Morris
Day the Time, just to name a few. They will
put on a great show!
Bring your holiday guests and join us at The
DeSoto Corner Theatre for an evening of
great, free entertainment. For more
information, call 972.230.9648.

Cosponsor

DeSoto Fire Rescue will be collec ng new, unwrapped toys for boys and girls aged 2‐
12 beneﬁ ng families in the DeSoto area. Dona ons are accepted at all DeSoto ﬁre
sta ons and the Fire Administra on oﬃce in City Hall un l December 13th.

