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DeSoto Fire ighters Receive Life Saving Award
A group of DeSoto firefighters were recognized at a recent City Council mee ng for
their eﬀorts in saving the life of Tim McDarby who had experienced a heart a ack.
DeSoto Fire Rescue was recently awarded $243,000 through FEMA's Assistance to
Firefighter's Grant. These funds allowed them to purchase new equipment
including four Life Pak Cardiac Monitors and four Lucas 2 Chest Compression
Devices. The very first emergency call that was received following installa on and
training on use of the new equipment was for Mr. McDarby. Firefighter/
paramedics immediately employed the new equipment upon arriving on scene,
ul mately reviving Mr. McDarby.
“If we don’t get a pa ent back within a couple of minutes, the outcome is usually
not good,” said DeSoto Fire Captain Bryan Southard, during his presenta on to the
City Council. “The Lucas devise allows us to con nue compressions indefinitely
and Mr. McDarby was revived a er nineteen minutes, suﬀering no long‐term deficits.”
During the award presenta on, Mr. McDarby told the City Council his doctor said “I don’t know how you
made it, but here you are!” Mr. McDarby and
his family and friends pictured here were
obviously very apprecia ve and happy to take
part in presen ng the Life Saving Awards.
Those honored include; Firefighter Alvin
Skelton, Firefighter Kennedy Mullens,
Firefighter Brandon Kennedy, Firefighter
Weston White and Captain Bryan Whitacre.
The Lucas devices have been installed on all
four of DeSoto’s ambulances allowing exis ng
equipment to be moved to the fire apparatus. Since all DeSoto Fire personnel serve in the dual capacity of
firefighter and cer fied paramedic, the installa on of cardiac monitors to our fire apparatus upgrades them
to Paramedic Engine status. This allows the personnel on an engine to provide the same cardiac monitoring
as the ambulances. Transport to the hospital con nues to be accomplished by ambulances.
The Lucas devices have been shown to substan ally increase survivability in a cardiac event. “They replace
manual compressions allowing safer and more eﬃcient use of manpower,” said DeSoto Fire Chief Jerry
Duﬃeld.

City Calendar
February
2 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
2 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
2 Friends of the Library Mtg. ‐ 6 pm
2 Historical Founda on Mtg. 6 pm
4 Daddy/Daughter Dance Civic Ctr. 7pm
6 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. 6pm
6 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
7 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg.—Canceled
21 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
24 Dallas Black Dance Theater ‐ DHS 7pm
25 Heart to Serve Event ‐ Civic Ctr. 11am
27 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am

March
2 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
2 KDB Mtg. Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
2 Historical Founda on Mtg. 6 pm
6 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
6 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. 6 pm
7 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg.‐ City Hall ‐7 pm
21 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
24 Drea Randle Concert ‐ Civic Ctr. 7:30 pm
25 HOA Involvement Event‐ City Hall 9 am
27 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
28 Planning & Zoning Mtg. City Hall 7 pm

A Message from Code
Enforcement
Please maintain property free of
any junk motor vehicles. A junk
motor vehicle is any vehicle that is
inopera ve and remains
inopera ve for more than 45 days
or is inopera ve and does not have
a current registra on s cker or
inspec on s cker. A junk motor
vehicle is also any vehicle which is
wrecked, dismantled, par ally
dismantled or discarded. These
vehicles may not be visible
anywhere in the public view, public
right‐of‐way, street or any other
private property.
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Connecting The Community With Valuable Resources
"I think it's so important that our
residents have easy access to
informa on regarding social services
and resources available to them in our
area,” said DeSoto Mayor ProTem
Rachel Proctor. “Many valuable
resources out there o en go unused,
not because there isn't a need for them
but because the people that need them
aren't aware they exist. That's why we,
as a City,
put forth
the eﬀort
to bring
awareness
to the Texas 2‐1‐1 program.”

2‐1‐1 Texas is commi ed to helping
Texas ci zens connect with the services
they need. Whether by phone or
internet, the goal is to present
accurate, well‐organized and easy‐to‐
find informa on from state and local
health and human services programs.
In addi on to their website, 2‐1‐1
Texas operates a free, anonymous,
social services hotline available 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year that can be reached by dialing 2‐1‐
1 or 877‐541‐7905.

“I also want to urge social service
providers and non‐profit organiza ons
Texas 2‐1‐1 is a valuable database that in DeSoto to register with 2‐1‐1 Texas
houses informa on for community
so our residents can be referred to
resources ranging from assistance with services in their local area,” said
health care and disability, employment, Proctor.
educa on, legal issues, housing, crisis
counseling, transporta on needs, and Informa on on how to register your
much more.
non‐profit community or social service

The City has launched a new page on
our website at www.desototexas.gov
that links to the 2‐1‐1 Texas program
of the Texas Health and Human
Services Commission. Just click on E‐
Services at the top of the City’s
homepage and look for the Community
Resources link.

organiza on with 2‐1‐1 Texas is posted
on the City’s website. Just click on the
Community Resources page under E‐
Services on the homepage.
“I'm excited to know that such a simple
solu on exists to meet a myriad of
needs for our community,” said Mayor
Pro Tem Proctor.

The 2017 Best Southwest Everything Teen Expo Will
Be Bigger and Better Than Ever Before!!
Plans are underway for the Best Southwest Everything Teen Expo 2017
and it’s going to bigger and be er than before. The Teen Expo will be held
on Saturday, April 8th, from 10 am to 3 pm at the DeSoto Civic Center,
located in DeSoto Town Center, 211 E. Pleasant Run Road.
We’re expec ng over 1,500 teens ages 13 to18 to par cipate in this year’s
free community event that will enrich the lives of teens by connec ng
them with community resources, services, and support. Teens will learn
about valuable resources, services and programs especially designed for
them. They will connect and build posi ve rela onships with
professionals in their community through fun and engaging interac ons.
This event is planned and organized largely by teens from DeSoto, Cedar
Hill, Lancaster and Duncanville.
The Everything Teen Expo is a one day event that will
feature workshops, mo va onal speakers, entertainment,
giveaways and more. WFAA’s Meteorologist, Greg Fields will
make a special appearance at the event and provide insight
into the weather profession. He will also speak to teens on
“Making Right Choices” at the Expo.
Other exhibitors include: UT Dallas, Barnes & Noble book store, Perot
Museum, Girls Inc., MB2B (Mentoring Brother to Brother), Mary Kay
Cosme cs, Modeltude Agency, Growing N2U, and Bridging the Gap ‐
The Owens Founda ons. These are just some of the businesses and
organiza ons who have oﬃcially signed up and there will be more to
come. We have also invited some of the top schools in the DFW area to
showcase their teen organiza ons and students. Teens may register to
a end this event at www.desototexas.gov/everythingteenexpo. For
more informa on, contact Ms. Marq Runnels, DeSoto Public Library
Teen Volunteer Coordinator, at 972.230.9663.

Calling All HOA
Members!
Join us for the twel h annual HOA
Involvement Workshop on
Saturday, March 25, 2017 from 9
am to noon at DeSoto City Hall.
Informa on is a key element in
eﬀec ve neighborhood
involvement and this workshop is
designed to provide representa ves
of DeSoto’s neighborhood and
homeowners’ associa ons with the
informa on they need to make
their neighborhood a be er, safer
place to live. Members of all
registered DeSoto HOA’s are
encouraged to take part whether
your associa on is new or well‐
established. To a end the
workshop or for more informa on,
please call 972.230.9643 or email
nbond@desototexas.gov.

APRIL RECYCLING
EVENT
April 8, 2017
9 am to 12 pm
DeSoto Service Center,
809 W. Spinner Rd.

Document Shredding
& E‐Recycling
Event ends at noon or when
trucks are full. Proof of DeSoto
residency is required. Call the
Action Center at 972.230.9600
for details on items accepted.
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The DeSoto Arts Commission invites you to join us for the
next free concert in our Fourth Friday Music Series, An
Evening of Gospel with Drea Randle. This free concert will
take place at 7:30 pm on Friday, March 24th in the Blue
Bonnet Rooms in the DeSoto Civic Center.
Drea Randle has sung with the greatest and performed
before the mul tudes. O en compared to both Fantasia
Barrino and Kim Burrell, Drea was first introduced to the
industry through the Prince of Gospel himself, John P. Kee.
For four years, she traveled as a lead vocalist for Kee and
appeared on his highly successful “Stand”, “Strength”, and
various Christmas albums. Even though Drea was crea ng
a buzz, it was not un l the release of the “Strength” album
that Drea’s name would become a mainstay in the gospel
industry. In 1999, Drea released her first album through
Verity Records en tled ” Ooo‐Wee”. The project was
produced by non‐other than Kee. The album birthed such
hits as “Ooo‐Wee”, “Diﬀerence”, and of course, the funky
composi on “Bounce Back”. The success of her album resulted in her char ng on Billboard and selling over 30,000
units.

In 2003, Bishop T.D. Jakes invited Drea to be a lead vocalist on the T.D. Jakes & The Po er’s House “A Wing and A
or call 972.230.9648 for ckets
Prayer” Album where she lead the sassy and ever‐popular tune “It’s Already Done”. This song garnered Drea her
first na onal television appearance on the B.E.T. Celebra on of Gospel. Following that opportunity, she was
featured on the The Po ers House of Denver album leading "The Best Days of My Life".
Please register to a end this free concert at h ps://marchfourthfridayconcert.eventbrite.com or by calling 972‐230‐
9648.

