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Mayor Sherman invites local teens to participate in the
2nd Annual DeSoto Public Library Teen Career/Job Fair
Summer is fast approaching and I am excited to be partnering
with the DeSoto Public Library and the Library’s Teen Spot
Council in their “Making My Summer Count” teen ini a ve. This
ini a ve will challenge teens to make their summer count by
a ending exci ng informa onal programs at the library. They
will have the opportunity to explore poten al careers, learn how
to plan for college, and explore ways give back to their
community while earning community service hours. The
ini a ve kicks‐oﬀ with the 2nd Annual DeSoto Public Library Teen
Empowerment Summit for teens ages 13 to 18.
During last year’s summit, I par cipated in an eye‐opening Teen Talk Forum in which teens
voiced a desire for more job opportuni es in DeSoto. I assured them that their voice had
been heard. Therefore, I am partnering with the DeSoto Public Library to oﬀer teens the
opportunity to obtain the Mayor’s Teen Excellence Job Readiness Cer fica on during the summit. This cer fica on
program will equip teens with job readiness skills by oﬀering professional workshop sessions on a variety of topics,
including resume wri ng, interview skills, work ethics, eﬀec ve communica on skills, social networking and branding. All
teens who complete the en re summit, including the Teen Talk Forum, will receive a cer ficate of par cipa on. Teens, 16
years and older, will also be eligible to receive the Mayor’s Teen Excellence Job Readiness Cer fica on upon passing an
assessment. I am hoping that this cer fica on will accomplish three things:
 Empower teens with skills that will make them more marketable.
 Ensure businesses that our teens can be viable employees when given the proper training.
 Express to our teens that we support them and are dedicated to their success.
The summit will begin on Friday, June 7th with the Teen Talk Forum Kick‐oﬀ which takes place from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm in
the City Council Chambers at DeSoto City Hall. The program con nues Monday, June 10th through Thursday June 13th in
the DeSoto Civic Center with the various job readiness workshops and sessions. The culmina on of this busy week will be
the Mayor’s Teen Career Fair from 10 am to 2 pm. Registra on is free for this event. Interested teens wishing to
par cipate must register at www.desototeensummit2013.eventbrite.com before May 27, 2013. Space is limited and
registra on is required. For more informa on contact Marq Runnels at mrunnels@desototexas.gov.
I am asking local employers to provide at least one regular paid posi on and/or a three‐week internship, either paid or
non‐paid, for youth in our community and to be on hand to interview teens for these posi ons at the Mayor’s Teen Career
Fair. Par cipa on in the Career Fair will provide a great opportunity for local businesses to respond to President Obama’s
call to provide summer jobs for youth and to give back to our community. A job helps a teen prepare for the real world,
teaches him responsibility, and helps him develop a work ethic.

Carl O. Sherman, Mayor
One People. One Vision. One All‐America City.

City Calendar
May
2 Na onal Day of Prayer City Hall ‐ 7 am
4 Mother/Son Dance Civic Ctr. ‐ 6 pm
6 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
6 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
6 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm
7 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
9 KDB Mtg. City Hall ‐ 6:30 pm
9 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
9 Friends of the Library ‐ Library ‐ 6 pm
11 Elec on Day ‐ Library Assembly Hall
14 Police Senior Symposium Civic Ctr. ‐ 9 am
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
16 Don Diego Concert, Amphitheater ‐ 7 pm
18 RL Griﬃn Band ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 7 pm
20 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
21 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
23 Inspira on Band ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 7 pm
26 RSO Concert ‐ Amphitheater ‐ 5 pm
27 Memorial Day ‐ City Oﬃces & Facili es
Closed
30 Mayor’s Quarterly Mtg. Civic Ctr. 6:30 pm

DeSoto High School Junior, Indigo Dillard, serves as
“Mayor For A Day”
DeSoto ISD recently conducted a district
wide contest for 11th graders who would
like to serve as “Mayor for a Day”. Indigo
Dillard, an 11th grader at DeSoto High
School, was chosen for the honor and spent
April 16th shadowing Mayor Carl Sherman.
Their day began by a ending the Dallas
County Commissioner’s Court mee ng
where Commissioner Price read a
Proclama on honoring Mayor Dillard. Next,

“I would like to
thank all three of
my Mayors for a
Day, 5th Grader
Klark Johnson, 8th
Grader Xavier
Newman and 11th
Grader Indigo
Dillard for
par cipa ng in the
program,” said
DeSoto Mayor, Carl

June
1 Creekfest ‐ Town Ctr. Amphitheater 4pm
3 Poetry In Progress ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 5:45 pm
3 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
3 Arts Commission Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm
4 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
6 KDB Mtg. City Hall ‐ 6:30 pm
6 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
6 Friends of the Library ‐ Library ‐ 6 pm
7 Teen Career Summit ‐ City Hall ‐ 10 am
8 Moseley Pool Opens for Season
10‐13 Teen Career Summit ‐ Civic Ctr.
11 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
15 Hip Hop Summit/Fro Fest Civic Ctr.
24 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 9 am
25 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm

the two Mayors par cipated in a lunch
mee ng at Thorntree County Club with
DeSoto ISD Assistant Superintendent, Dr.
JoAnn Rucker. Mayor Dillard also addressed
government classes at DeSoto High School.
Finally, Mayor Dillard was sworn in at the
DeSoto City Council Mee ng that evening
and presided over the first por on of the
mee ng. She even had the honor of
swearing in the Police Chief for a Day,
Samuel Diaz.
Indigo Dillard competed with her fellow 11th
graders for the honor of Mayor for a Day by
comple ng an applica on, exhibi ng above
average a endance and academics and
wri ng an essay. Ms. Dillard has a record of
98% a endance and her academic
achievements include membership in Mu
Alpha Theta Math Honor Society and Science
Honor Society. She will also lead the DeSoto
Eagle es next year as their Captain.
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Mayor Sherman was par cularly impressed
by comments Ms. Dillard made in the essay
she submi ed as a part of her applica on.
She said that, if she were Mayor, she would
make an eﬀort to bring together diﬀerent
groups of people, especially the more long
me residents, and new residents to
facilitate communica on between the
groups.

Sherman. “This has been a great experience
for me and we plan to con nue the Mayor
for a Day program in the 2014 school year,”
said Mayor Sherman. “Students, if you are
interested in experiencing local government
first hand and would like to walk in my shoes
for a day, I encourage you to make
applica on for the Mayor for a Day program
at your school next year.”

DeSoto High School Senior, Samuel
Diaz, was recognized at the April
16th City Council Mee ng as Police
Chief for a Day. Samuel was chosen
from more than 300 Criminal Jus ce
and Jr ROTC students for the honor.
He is ranked 10th in his gradua ng
class and received strong
recommenda ons from his
instructors. Pictured at le , Chief
Diaz is being congratulated by
Mayor for a Day, Indigo Dillard.

Important Informa on on the
Upcoming Municipal Elec on
The City of DeSoto will hold a Municipal
Election on Saturday, May 11, 2013 to
consider the following slate of candidates:
Place 1 (Mayor) ‐ Carl O. Sherman
Place 3 ‐ Kristine Clark
Place 3 ‐ Nicole Raphiel
Place 5 ‐ Richard (Dick) North
Place 5 ‐ Terrence Campbell
Place 5 ‐ Peggy Mitchell (withdrawn)

A Message from Code Enforcement
In an eﬀort to help you enjoy being a
part of the DeSoto community, the
Code Enforcement Department would
like to share the following informa on
that is intended help us make DeSoto a
clean and safe place to live.

poles or in rights‐of‐way. Signs placed
on automobiles (similar to the one
pictured below) parked away from the
sale are also not permi ed.

Voting will take place in the Library Assembly
Hall located in DeSoto Town Center at 211 E.
Pleasant Run Road for early voting as well as
on election day. Here’s the early voting
schedule:
April 29th ‐ May 3rd
May 4th
May 5th
May 6th & 7th

8 am ‐ 5 pm
8 am ‐ 5 pm
1 pm ‐ 6 pm
7 am ‐ 7 pm

May 11th Election Day

7 am ‐ 7 pm

Garage Sales
Garage sales are allowed to run for
three consecu ve days and can be held
two mes per calendar year. A permit
must be obtained 24 hours prior to
beginning your sale from the U lity
Billing Department in City Hall or by
applying online through the City’s
website. There is no cost for the
permit. Obtaining a garage sale permit
will cause informa on on your garage
sale to be posted on the City’s website.
One sign is allowed in the seller’s
immediate yard and another may be
placed at the end of the block with the
owner’s permission. However, signs
cannot be placed in medians, on u lity

High Weeds and Grass
City Ordinances require that weeds and
grass be kept below 12 inches in height.
As the owner or occupant of the
property, you are required to maintain
the property from the street in the
front to the middle of the alley in the
back (or the property line). This
includes the front, back, side yards, the
right‐of‐way (the area between the
sidewalk and the curb) and the alley
and easement.

DeSoto Fire Rescue sent our
Mobile Command Support
Trailer to West, Texas on
April 18th to provide
assistance in the a ermath of
the devasta ng fer lizer
plant explosion. This trailer
can sleep up to eight people.
The unit was assigned to Task
Force 2 and provided a place
for personnel to get out of
the weather and rest.

All registered DeSoto voters can vote at any
Dallas County early voting location. Voting on
Election Day must take place in your local
precinct. For more information and election
results go to www.dallascountyvotes.org.

Summer me on Belt Line
Youth Camp begins June
17th
Summertime on Belt Line, a free, eight‐
week program sponsored by DeSoto’s Parks
and Recreation Department, provides a
safe, structured environment designed to
engage DeSoto ISD 6th through 12th
graders with the following activities:










A youth career camp
Video game tournaments
Dance/art/enrichment classes
Youth fitness/sports
Performing arts
Spanish classes
A drug prevention program

Awareness of community/public
service opportunities
The program meets weekdays from June
17th to August 2nd. For more information,
please call 972.230.9655.
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DeSoto City
Hall ‐ Council

7 am

Public

Presented by the African
American Repertory Theater
at the DeSoto Corner Theatre

+For ckets go to www.aareptheater.com or call 972.572.0998.

