For the Week of May 7th
through May 11th, 2012

Important Information Regarding the City Election on May 12th
The DeSoto City Charter contains a provision requiring that this document be reviewed at least every five (5) years.
In compliance with this provision, the DeSoto City Council appointed a 21 member Charter Review Commission in
November. This Commission met several times to review the entire Charter and brought forth their recommended
revisions to the City Council. Council accepted the commission’s recommendations and added an additional
measure regarding the elimination of term limits. The City Council has called a special election for May 12, 2012 to
consider amendments to the Home Rule Charter for the City of DeSoto. Here are the propositions to be considered
by voters:
Proposition 1:
Shall Article II, Section 3; Article III, Sections 1, 3 &7; Article IV, Section 5; Article VI, Section 4; Article VIII, Sections
1, 2 & 5; Article X, Section 4; and Article XII, Section 1, of the DeSoto City Charter be amended to conform with
provisions of state law.
______ For ______ Against
Proposition 2:
Shall Article II, Sections 2 &12; Article III, Section 6; and Article IX, Section 1, of the DeSoto City Charter be
amended to correct typographical and spelling errors.
______ For ______ Against
Proposition 3:
Shall Article II, Section 1; Article IV, Section 4; Article VI, Sections 1 & 2; Article VII, Sections 2 & 11; of the DeSoto
City Charter be amended to remove obsolete dates and clarify language.
______ For _______ Against
Proposition 4:
Shall Article II Section 1. Titled “Number, Selection, Term of Office and Compensation” of the DeSoto City Charter
be amended to remove the term limits for the Mayor and Councilmembers; the change shall be applied retroactively
for the Mayor and Councilmembers currently serving.
______ For _______ Against
In addition to the Charter Election, voters will be asked to cast ballots for candidates for City Councilmember Places
6 and 7. If you’d like more information on the candidates running for DeSoto City Council or the DeSoto ISD Board
of Trustees, you can a video of the Candidate Forum hosted by Concerned DeSoto Citizens on Saturday, April 14,
2012 which is posted on the City’s website at www.desototexas.gov.
Early voting for the May 12th election continues in the DeSoto Library Assembly Hall on May 7th and May 8th from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.. Voting on Election Day, May 12th, will also take place at the Library Assembly Hall from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m.. When you come to vote, please remember to bring your Voter Registration Card or another form of picture
identification that indicates your current address. Taking advantage of the early voting option saves time and allows
you to avoid the long lines on Election Day. For more information on the City Election, please contact the City
Secretary’s office at 972-230-9664.
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Library Sponsors Teen Empowerment Summit
Teen Spot Advisory Council invite local teens to participate in the 1st Annual City of DeSoto
Teen Empowerment Summit at the DeSoto Public Library on Friday, June 8, 2012 from 9:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The purpose of the summit is to inspire and empower youth to become their
best as contributing members of society by providing them with opportunities to learn and
practice leadership, citizenship and life skills.
This year’s summit will focus on the development of entrepreneurial and career building skills.
One hundred youth participants, ages 13 – 18 will have the opportunity to increase their skills
and knowledge through listening to speakers, panel discussions and interactive workshop
sessions on:
 resume writing
 online job searching skills
 job applications
 interview skills
 dress for success
 entrepreneurship
 financial literacy
 creative careers
 music video production
 gaming
Through a Teen Talk Forum panel discussion, participants will have the opportunity to discuss
current issues facing young people with local city leaders and staff members. This discussion
will help youth become engaged and lend a voice in making a difference in their DeSoto
community.
A Career Fair will provide participants the opportunity to interview with local DeSoto
businesses for potential jobs. Numerous businesses and organizations will be available to
discuss their services and resources for youth.
Registration is free for this event and lunch will be provided. Interested youth wishing to
participate must register at www.desototeensummit.eventbrite.com or www.desototexas.gov/
library starting April 15, 2012. The deadline to register for this event is May 15, 2012.
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DeSoto Police Senior Symposium Tuesday, May 22, 2012
DeSoto Police Department is committed to working with senior citizens to help enrich
their lives by sponsoring a free Safer Seniors Symposium and Health Fair on Tuesday,
May 22, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the DeSoto Civic Center. DeSoto residents,
55 years of age and older, are encouraged to attend this event to receive information
about personal safety and home security, health, and information on avoiding scams or
fraud targeting the senior population. Participants will also receive free health
screenings.
To attend, please call Officer Cindy Mendez at 469.658.3055 to request an application.
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What’s Going on at the DeSoto Public Library?
Learn What the DeSoto Public Library’s Catalog Can Show You!
Join us at the DeSoto Public Library on Saturday, May 12 from 11 am – Noon to learn
about the library’s catalog and what it can tell you about the library’s collections. Using
the catalog from the library or at home, work, or school, you can learn what materials
the library owns, what’s on order, whether it’s on the shelf or checked out, and how to
get on the waiting list. Because space is limited, registration is required. Please call
the library’s Information Desk at 972.230.9661 to register, and be sure to bring your
DeSoto Public Library card with you.
Free Global Road Warrior Database Class at the DeSoto Public Library!
Join us at the DeSoto Public Library on Saturday, May 19th, from 11 am – Noon to
learn about one of the library’s databases—Global Road Warrior. Global Road Warrior
is a database of world information, including country facts, climate, society and culture,
business culture, and much more! Students use this database to find information for
their country assignments, but it’s a wonderful tool for travelers as well.
Because space is limited, registration is required. Please call the library’s Information
Desk at 972.230.9661 to register, and please bring your valid DeSoto Library card with
you.
These programs are free and open to the public. The library is located at 211 E.
Pleasant Run Road, in the DeSoto Town Center Complex. Free parking is available in
the nearby parking garage. For
more information, please call the
library at 972.230.9661.
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