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Council Corner, A Message from
Sandy Respess, Councilmember, Place Five
Guess I’ve gone to the dogs. About a year and a half ago, I came home and
found my wife, Becky, si ng on the couch holding a cute li le black and
tan puppy that she just had to keep. The dog, an adorable female mixed
breed Yorkie named LuLu, was something Becky simply could not live
without. And best of all the dog was “free”, a gi from a friend.
Now adop ng this dog did not strike me as a great idea. I allowed that
there was no such thing as a “free” dog. They eat (think dog food); they
require maintenance (think grooming); they go to the doctor (think vet);
and someone has to look a er them when the owner is out of town (think
kennel); all of which cost money. Further, I told Becky that I would take no
responsibility for care of that dog beyond delivering her to the Tri‐City
Animal Shelter when she was no longer “cute” and caring for her had
become a problem.
Up to this point, I had not given the Tri‐City Animal Shelter much thought. From my experience on the
City Council, I knew that the shelter is joint venture between the ci es of Cedar Hill, Duncanville, and
DeSoto run much like a limited partnership with Cedar Hill being the general partner (responsible for
shelter ownership and management) and Duncanville and DeSoto being the limited partners. Each of the
par cipa ng ci es pays one third the cost of the shelter opera on or about $155,000 a year. In 2008,
Cedar Hill spent $2.1 million to build a new, larger animal shelter. The new shelter, one of the finest
facili es of its kind in the en re Metroplex, opened in 2009.
A few weeks ago, I decided to pay the shelter a visit just to see how it operates. The shelter has a staﬀ of
five full me and five part me employees and can house up to 160 animals (104 dogs; 56 cats) at any
one me. Approximately 4,800 animals are processed through the shelter each year. Roughly a quarter
of these animals are surrendered to the shelter by owners who no longer want or are unable to care for
them. The other three quarters are picked up by Animal Control Oﬃcers of the par cipa ng ci es or
delivered to the shelter by an occasional Good Samaritan ci zen.
All animals picked up and brought to the shelter are held for 72 hours in hopes the owner will contact the
shelter or that the owner can be iden fied and contacted through a collar tag or microchip. Today, many
pet owners microchip their pets for iden fica on, and the shelter has all the equipment needed to read
the microchips and scan the owner databases. This is a great method of iden fica on so long as the
microchip is properly registered with the owner’s contact informa on and that informa on is kept up to
date.
If a pet is not reunited with its owner within the 72 hour holding period, it is moved into the general
shelter popula on for placement. Every eﬀort is made to place all animals le at the shelter in new
homes – a process the shelter staﬀ calls live release. Live release can occur through adop on or release
to an animal foster home, animal rescue group, or another shelter with a broader based
adop on program. About half of the animals taken in by the shelter that are not reclaimed by
their owners are live released. The fate of the animals not reclaimed or otherwise live released is
dire.
(ConƟnued on page 3)

Check out our website at:
www.desototexas.org

City Calendar
January
2 Park Board Mtg. ‐ canceled
2 Arts Com. Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm
3 City Council Mtg. ‐ canceled
5 KDB Mtg. City Hall ‐ 6:30 pm
5 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
10 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
12 Historical Founda on Mtg. City Hall 6pm
17 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7pm
24 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
26 Historical Founda on Mtg. City Hall 6pm
30 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ noon

February
2 KDB Mtg. City Hall ‐ 6:30 pm
2 Library Board Mtg. Library ‐ 7 pm
6 Park Board Mtg. ‐ Civic Ctr. ‐ 6:30 pm
6 Arts Com. Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 6 pm
7 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
12 Historical Founda on Mtg. City Hall 6pm
14 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
21 City Council Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7 pm
23 Historical Founda on Mtg. City Hall 6pm
27 DEDC Board Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ noon
28 Planning & Zoning Mtg. ‐ City Hall ‐ 7pm

Cockrell Hill Road Will Be Widened From
Belt Line Road South to Parkerville Road
The City of DeSoto is fortunate to partner
again with Dallas County to improve the
southern most sec on of Cockrell Hill
Road. This project is included in Dallas
County’s Major Capital Improvement
Program.
The general
scope of this
project involves
replacement of
the water and
sanitary sewer
lines and the
construc on of
a four lane,
concrete,
divided roadway
with sidewalks, drainage improvements,
median ligh ng and landscaping. When
complete, the new roadway will have two
twelve‐foot wide travel lanes in each
direc on separated by a fourteen‐foot
wide median designed to enhance safety
by separa ng opposing traﬃc lanes. The
addi on of meandering sidewalks and an
a rac ve landscaping package will make

this sec on consistent with the recently
completed sec on of Cockrell Hill Road
north of Belt Line Road.
Franchise u lity companies; Oncor
Electric, Atmos Gas, AT&T and Time
Warner Cable are currently comple ng
the process of
reloca ng their
lines. The road
widening por on
of this project is
targeted to begin
just a er the first
of the year.
Motorists are
reminded that this
area is considered
a construc on zone, and are encouraged
to observe all posted construc ons signs
in order to maintain a safe environment
for construc on workers and pedestrian
traﬃc. If you have any ques ons
regarding this project, please call Crystal
Owens, P.E. City of DeSoto Engineer at
972.230.9672.

City of DeSoto Begins Search for New Chief of
Police
Even though temperatures have
cooled and we have had rain in
recent weeks, Texas is s ll
experiencing drought condi ons.
To avoid implementa on of Stage
One of our Drought Con ngency
Plan, DeSoto’s Public Water U lity is
asking residents to con nue to use
water wisely. If you water your
landscape, please do it during the
oﬀ‐peak hours from 9 pm to 5 am
and only when needed. One inch of
water every five to seven days is
suﬃcient for most lawns. DeSoto
has worked hard to manage our
water resources through adequate
storage and conserva on and with
your help, we can avoid
implemen ng mandatory
restric ons.
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DeSoto’s Police Chief, Mike Brodnax, has
re red a er 34 years of service to the
community, the last fourteen of which
were as chief. Assistant Chief Robert E. Lee
has been tapped to serve as Interim Police
Chief and a search is underway for a new
Chief of Police. In addi on to managing
the day to day ac vi es of budge ng and
staﬃng all police ac vi es in a department
with 71 sworn oﬃcers, the chief is
responsible for Code Enforcement, Animal
Control and a regional jail that serves
Cedar Hill and Lancaster in addi on to
DeSoto.
City oﬃcials are looking for input from the
community as they begin the search for a
new police chief and have posted a blog at
blog.desototexas.com to receive
comments. The blog will be available
through January 20, 2012.

“I hope our
residents
will take a
few minutes
to give us
their
thoughts on
quali es
they would
like to see in
a new police
chief,” said DeSoto City Manager, Tarron
Richardson, Ph.D. “We will formulate
interview ques ons based on the
informa on provided through this blog,”
according to Dr. Richardson.
If you have ques ons regarding DeSoto’s
search for a new Chief of Police, please
contact the Human Resources Department
for the City of DeSoto at 972‐230‐9601.
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Animals that cannot be live released are ul mately taken to the shelter’s euthanasia room where
their lives are gently and humanely ended. This unpleasant process would be largely
unnecessary if we, as a community, became more responsible pet owners. Specifically, unless
you plan to breed your dog or cat, have it neutered or spayed to prevent unwanted puppies and
ki ens. If you no longer want or cannot care for your pet, first try to place it with a friend or
rela ve that will provide it with a good home. If you must give up your pet and cannot find it a
new home, by all means take it to the animal shelter. Never abandon a pet to fend for himself.
The shelter will care for the animal and make every eﬀort to place it in a new home.

City’s Employment
Functions Are Now
Online
The City of DeSoto has just
installed a new online
recrui ng system powered by
NeoGov that has automated
the job applica on process.
Prospec ve applicants are
encouraged to go to the city’s

So what about LuLu? A er a year and a half, she has morphed from that cute li le black and tan
puppy into a solid gray eight and a half pound devil. We (LuLu and I) have been through two
obedience classes. She now does exactly what I tell her to do so long as that is exactly what she
wants to do. She thinks I do a fair job of obeying her most of the me. As for her one way trip to
the animal shelter, if anyone in this family makes that trip it sure won’t be her. Most likely it will
be me.
If you are thinking about adop ng a pet, there are some great dogs and cats looking for caring
homes at the Tri‐City Animal Shelter, 1150 E. Pleasant Run Road in Cedar Hill. They are open
Monday through Friday, 10 am to 6 pm and Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm. You should check them
out.

website at
www.desototexas.gov and
click on EMPLOYMENT on the
le side for informa on on
open posi ons for which
applicants can apply online.
Paper applica ons will no
longer be accepted. For more

Sandy Respess
DeSoto City Council, Place Five

informa on, call the Human
Resources Department at
972.230.9601.

Did You Know…
It is unlawful for any owner,
occupant or person in charge
of adjacent property to allow
the branches of any tree to
extend over into a public street
or alley at a height less than
fourteen and one‐half (14 1/2)
feet. It is also unlawful to
allow the branches of any
shrubbery or similar vegeta on
to extend over into adjacent
property or over a sidewalk
blocking or hindering
pedestrian access. If you have
ques ons regarding this
ordinance, please call the Code
Enforcement oﬃce at
469.658.3000.

3

Medline Database Classes at the DeSoto Library
The DeSoto Public Library is oﬀering free classes on
how to use the Medline medical research database
on Wednesday, January 18th from 6 pm to 7:30 pm
and Saturday, January 21st from 11 am to 12:30 pm.
Classes will be held in the library’s Venable Training
Room.
Medline is a database of medical informa on on
diseases, treatments, clinical trials, and prescrip on
and over‐the‐counter drugs. Informa on included in
Medline comes from organiza ons such as the
Na onal Library of Medicine, American Cancer
Society, and the American Diabetes Society.
Because space is limited to ten people, registra on is
required. Please call the library’s Informa on Desk at
972.230.9661 to register for the classes.

Foster Kid’s Love of Reading at the DeSoto Library
The DeSoto Public Library will present Pre‐school
Story me on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 am to
11:30 am, from January 11 to April 11, in the Children’s
area. Children ages 3‐6 will enjoy story mes full of
themed books, educa onal sing‐alongs, and arts and
cra s. No registra on is necessary.
The Library’s Spring Reading Club, for children ages 5 – 12,
will begin on Friday, January 27 and end on Friday, April 6.
Enjoy a Spring full of interac ve stories and cra s. Prizes
will be awarded to children who complete certain levels of
reading. Sign up begins Monday, January 23 at the
Children’s Informa on Desk.
Baby Story me, for children ages newborn to 2 years old
will be held on Tuesday mornings from 10:30 am to 11:30
am in the Children’s Area from January 10 to April 10.
Come and enjoy an hour of fun with nursery rhymes,
finger plays, songs, and stories. No registra on is required.
The DeSoto Public Library is located at 211 E. Pleasant Run
Road, in the DeSoto Town Center Complex. Free parking is
available in the nearby garage. For more informa on,
please call the Children’s Informa on Desk at
972.230.9666.

Saturday, February 4th
7pm ‐ 9pm
DeSoto Civic Center
Reserved Tickets $50 per couple
General Admission $30 per couple
Advance purchase only
Call 972.230.9651 for more info.
Tickets go on sale
January 9th at the
Recrea on Center

