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You Must Bag Your Trash!
City Ordinance requires that all residential garbage be put in a plastic garbage bag for collection. However in recent
years, we have noticed that DeSoto residents are placing their garbage in cans without using the plastic bags. This
causes problems for our solid waste contractor, Republic Waste, because they must pick up the can and dump it in
the truck rather than grabbing a bag and tossing it in. When emptying the cans, garbage that is not bagged can
miss the truck and be scattered along the alley or street.
City of DeSoto Ordinance, Article 13.800 Garbage, Trash and Refuse, Section 13.807 Containers states:
“Residential customers shall utilize a plastic refuse bag that is designed and sold for the purpose of placing
garbage, trash, or refuse in it for disposal.” All trash must be placed in a 20-to-30 gallon plastic refuse bag, with at
least a 2-ml strength/thickness rating.
To help keep our city clean and free of blowing garbage, we ask for your help by complying with this ordinance.
Habitual offenders will be fined.
If you have any questions, please contact the City of DeSoto, Action Center at (972) 274-CITY (2489).

The City of DeSoto is pleased to announce
the First Annual DeSoto City Manager’s
Corporate Golf Challenge that will benefit
youth programs provided by DeSoto Parks
and Leisure Services. The event is
scheduled for Monday, September 19,
2011, at Thorntree Country Club in
DeSoto, Texas.
The City of DeSoto Parks and Leisure
Services Department has a proud tradition
of making extraordinary leisure and
recreational opportunities available for the
City’s youth. This golf tournament will help
provide new initiatives as well as support
existing programs funded by the Parks and
Leisure Services Department.
Registration information is available online
at www.ci.desoto.tx.us/golf. We are
requesting that all registrations and
sponsorship information are forwarded to
the Department of Parks and Leisure
Services by Monday, September 9, 2011.
Thank you in advance for your support of
and involvement in this very worthy
initiative to provide recreational and leisure
opportunities for our youth.
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The City of DeSoto Urges Residents to
Use Water Wisely
Extreme temperatures and lack of rain are resulting in widespread drought conditions in North Texas
which have the potential to worsen as the summer goes on. The Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality has encouraged all North Texas Cities to begin to implement our drought contingency plan now.
At this point, the DeSoto water system is not in danger but as the string of 100 degree days lengthens,
water conservation is a good idea. The City of DeSoto has worked hard to manage our water resources
through a combination of programs and the result, thus far, is a positive one.
We encourage conservation through our water
rates. In 2004, the DeSoto City Council adopted
a three-tier rate structure for water customers
intended to reward conservation efforts. Under
this structure, water customers who consume
less than 15,000 gallons per month pay the
lowest water rate. Customers who use more
than 15,001 gallons per month see a 50 cent
increase in their rate per 1,000 gallons used. At
30,001 gallons of usage and above, the rate
increases $1 per 1,000 gallons over the base
rate. This three-tier rate is intended to
encourage the careful and considerate water
user by rewarding modest usage with a lower
rate. The structure also allows those who
choose to use more water the ability to do so
with the understanding that they will pay more.
Residents are being asked to use water wisely by watering lawns during the cooler hours of the day,
between 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and only when needed. One inch of water
every five to seven days is sufficient for most lawns. In addition, inspect all irrigations systems and
make repairs as needed and limit the amount of water falling on paved surfaces.
Residents are also asked to check the plumbing in their homes in order to identify leaks from areas such
as: faucets, toilets and shower heads. Even a small drip can lead to an inflated water bill at the end of
the month.
The addition of the Briarwood Elevated Storage tank a few years ago increased the City’s water storage
capacity to 18 million gallons. The City of DeSoto purchases water from Dallas Water Utilities at a rate
of 14.5 million gallons per day. Our highest daily usage in recent weeks was 13.0 million gallons. Even
with such high usage, we were able to fill storage tanks quickly. With adequate storage capacity, we
can manage our water resources and costs by storing extra water on lower use days making it available
for high use days. However, water conservation is a priority when we see so many 100 degree days in
a row. We need to reduce usage during these periods to allow our storage tanks to refill.
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Calling All Independent Filmmakers!!
The DeSoto Arts Commission is hosting an Independent
Film Festival
Sponsored by the DeSoto Arts Commission, DeSoto Indiefest is the first event of its kind ever
offered in southwest Dallas County. The DeSoto Arts Commission is calling on all independent
filmmakers to submit their works to be screened during the festival scheduled for September
22 through 24, 2011 at DeSoto Town Center. Cash prizes will be awarded for winning films in
three categories:
 Shorts (15 minutes or less),
 Full Length (not more than 120 minutes in length)
 Viewer’s Choice
Please go to http://www.desotoartscommission.com/?p=362
for more information and application forms or call 972.230.9648. Submissions must be
received by August 22, 2011.
Mark your calendars for the public event to view these films which will take place on
September 22, 23, and 24 2011. DeSoto’s Indiefest will open with a reception on September
22nd in the plaza at DeSoto Town Center. Screenings of submitted films will continue
throughout the weekend at various venues in DeSoto Town Center. The event will close on
Saturday, the 24th with a gala reception at the DeSoto Corner Theatre allowing filmgoers to
meet the film makers as well as honoring Indiefest winners. Tickets and event passes will be
available online at www.desotoartscommission.com after the film submission deadline of
August 22, 2011. Tickets will also be available at all Indiefest venues.
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