For the Week of July 26th
through July 29th, 2011

The City of DeSoto Urges Residents to
Use Water Wisely
Extreme temperatures and lack of rain are resulting in widespread drought conditions in North Texas
which have the potential to worsen as the summer goes on. The Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality has encouraged all North Texas Cities to begin to implement our drought contingency plan now.
At this point, the DeSoto water system is not in danger but as the string of 100 degree days lengthens,
water conservation is a good idea. The City of DeSoto has worked hard to manage our water resources
through a combination of programs and the result, thus far, is a positive one.
We encourage conservation through our water
rates. In 2004, the DeSoto City Council adopted
a three-tier rate structure for water customers
intended to reward conservation efforts. Under
this structure, water customers who consume
less than 15,000 gallons per month pay the
lowest water rate. Customers who use more
than 15,001 gallons per month see a 50 cent
increase in their rate per 1,000 gallons used. At
30,001 gallons of usage and above, the rate
increases $1 per 1,000 gallons over the base
rate. This three-tier rate is intended to
encourage the careful and considerate water
user by rewarding modest usage with a lower
rate. The structure also allows those who
choose to use more water the ability to do so
with the understanding that they will pay more.
Residents are being asked to use water wisely by watering lawns during the cooler hours of the day,
between 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and only when needed. One inch of water
every five to seven days is sufficient for most lawns. In addition, inspect all irrigations systems and
make repairs as needed and limit the amount of water falling on paved surfaces.
Residents are also asked to check the plumbing in their homes in order to identify leaks from areas such
as: faucets, toilets and shower heads. Even a small drip can lead to an inflated water bill at the end of
the month.
The addition of the Briarwood Elevated Storage tank a few years ago increased the City’s water storage
capacity to 18 million gallons. The City of DeSoto purchases water from Dallas Water Utilities at a rate
of 14.5 million gallons per day. Our highest daily usage in recent weeks was 13.0 million gallons. Even
with such high usage, we were able to fill storage tanks quickly. With adequate storage capacity, we
can manage our water resources and costs by storing extra water on lower use days making it available
for high use days. However, water conservation is a priority when we see so many 100 degree days in
a row. We need to reduce usage during these periods to allow our storage tanks to refill.
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The City’s Fireworks Show Has Been
Rescheduled to Sunday, September 4th
Our July 4th Fireworks show, which was postponed due to drought conditions, has been rescheduled for
Labor Day Weekend.
Are you ready for some football? Join us at Grimes Park, 501 E. Wintergreen Road, at 7 p.m.,
Sunday, September 4th as the City partners with DeSoto ISD and our Youth Football leagues to host a
huge Pep Rally in celebration of football time in DeSoto.
Come out and meet DeSoto High School Football Coach Mathis and his Eagles and get them fired up
for their big game at Cowboy Stadium on Labor Day. Free entertainment will be provided by DeSoto’s
favorite saxophonist, Don Diego, and the fireworks show will follow at dark. Meet us at Grimes Park on
Sunday, September 4th to kick off Friday Night Lights with a bang! Call 972.230.9651 for more
information.

The City of DeSoto is pleased to announce
the First Annual DeSoto City Manager’s
Corporate Golf Challenge that will benefit
youth programs provided by DeSoto Parks
and Leisure Services. The event is
scheduled for Monday, September 19,
2011, at Thorntree Country Club in
DeSoto, Texas.
The City of DeSoto Parks and Leisure
Services Department has a proud tradition
of making extraordinary leisure and
recreational opportunities available for the
City’s youth. This golf tournament will help
provide new initiatives as well as support
existing programs funded by the Parks and
Leisure Services Department.
Registration information is available online
at www.ci.desoto.tx.us/golf. We are
requesting that all registrations and
sponsorship information are forwarded to
the Department of Parks and Leisure
Services by Monday, September 9, 2011.
Thank you in advance for your support of
and involvement in this very worthy
initiative to provide recreational and leisure
opportunities for our youth.
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This is the Last Weekend to See “Beehive, the
60’s Musical” at the DeSoto Corner Theatre
If you remember the 1960’s and all
the great “girl group” music, you’ll
love the show that is currently playing
at the Corner Theatre through July
31st. The stage, all decked out in
“psychedelic” colors, is the perfect
backdrop for the cast of five women
who take you on a look back at the
60’s through the eyes of a high
school girl. Done in the style of a
musical revue, Beehive begins in
1960 and takes us on a chronological
journey through the end of the
decade with songs like “My
Boyfriend’s Back”, “Proud Mary”,
“Respect” and more. You’ll hear your
favorites from Brenda Lee, Janis
Joplin, Aretha Franklin, Tina Turner,
and such groups as, The Supremes,
The Chiffons, The Shagri-las and
more. A full band accompanies the
singers.
Performances are Fridays and
Saturdays at 7:30pm and Saturdays
and Sundays at 2:30 pm through July
31st. Tickets are $20 for evening

performances and $15 for
matinees. Special group rates are
available for groups of 10 or more.
For more information call 972.9897530. You don’t want to miss this
show!!
For tickets go to http://www.desotoartscommission.com/?page_id=9.
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DeSoto Arts Commission
Cultural Arts Grant Program
Theater

If you have enjoyed a performance presented by
the African American Repertory Theater at the
DeSoto Corner Theatre, or one of the Juried
Visual Arts Shows sponsored by the DeSoto Art
League on display in the City Hall Lobby, you
have enjoyed programs funded by DeSoto’s
Cultural Arts Grants Program. These are just a
few of the arts opportunities made available to
DeSoto residents by this program. Applications
are currently being accepted for projects
scheduled for the 2012 fiscal year which is
October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2012.

Dance

The Cultural Arts Grant Program is coordinated
by the DeSoto Arts Commission. Each summer,
they put out the call for projects seeking funding.
To be eligible, you must be an active nonprofit
arts organization who can demonstrate sound
artistic direction and financial management.
Community involvement is also strongly
considered. Funded activities must take place
within the city limits of DeSoto. Examples of
previously funded projects include professional
and community theater, art shows, gospel
concerts, dance performances and jazz concerts.
The DeSoto Arts Commission will host a Grant
Application Workshop on Saturday, July 30th at
10 a.m. at DeSoto City Hall, 211 E. Pleasant Run
Road. The workshop is intended to explain the
goals, mission, and vision of the grant program,
provide information to prospective grantees and
answer questions. Applications are accepted
from June 15th through August 15th each year.
Qualifying nonprofit arts organizations can
request funding for their projects as well as an inkind grant for use of the DeSoto Corner Theatre.
Application forms are available at
www.desotoartscommission.com or by calling the
DeSoto Arts Commission liaison at
972.230.9648.
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Friday, July 8th
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Calling All Independent Filmmakers!!
The DeSoto Arts Commission is hosting an Independent
Film Festival
Sponsored by the DeSoto Arts Commission, DeSoto Indiefest is the first event of its kind ever
offered in southwest Dallas County. The DeSoto Arts Commission is calling on all independent
filmmakers to submit their works to be screened during the festival scheduled for September
22 through 24, 2011 at DeSoto Town Center. Cash prizes will be awarded for winning films in
three categories:
 Shorts (15 minutes or less),
 Full Length (not more than 120 minutes in length)
 Viewer’s Choice
Please go to http://www.desotoartscommission.com/?p=362
for more information and application forms or call 972.230.9648. Submissions must be
received by August 22, 2011.
Mark your calendars for the public event to view these films which will take place on
September 22, 23, and 24 2011. DeSoto’s Indiefest will open with a reception on September
22nd in the plaza at DeSoto Town Center. Screenings of submitted films will continue
throughout the weekend at various venues in DeSoto Town Center. The event will close on
Saturday, the 24th with a gala reception at the DeSoto Corner Theatre allowing filmgoers to
meet the film makers as well as honoring Indiefest winners. Tickets and event passes will be
available online at www.desotoartscommission.com after the film submission deadline of
August 22, 2011. Tickets will also be available at all Indiefest venues.
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